
xvi CANADIAN ARCHIVES.

The postal arrangements in Canada do not appear to bave been in a satisfactory

condition, although the post office authorities maintained that everything practic-

able was done to facilitate the transmission of mails and that any deficiency in the

quality of the service arose from the paucity of fands, it being the rule to establish

no mail route that did not at least pay expenses. Whatever were the defects of the

administration, there can bc no doubt that the resident postmasters, charged with

the onparintendence and management of the mail routes had many diffleulties to

contend with and that owing to the eost of postage every sort of evasion was made

use of to avoid payment. Passengers by the steamers, had the task thrast on them

of conveying letters to their destination causing, there can be no doubt, both trouble

and annoyance to the unwilling cýrriers, who did not wish to refuse to act in that

capacity, probably with aview to thaobligation beingraturned on a future oc"on.

The postal authorities tried to put a stop to, the practice (Q 154 p. 198), but appa-

rently in vain, the stèamboat officers and even the military departments openly

setting the law at deflance. In Upper Canada, the people retused to puy poeage

on letters at ali, on the ground that the charge was illegal. An attempt was made

to enforce the collection, but for some reason it was abandoned, apparently, as the

letter froin Freeling to Goulburn says, from the question of enforcing penalties

being one of great delicacy.

There iB nothing in the documents to show what was the financial reeult of the

establishment of steamers on the Su. Lawrence, (which took place in 1809) nor was

any apecial account of the affairs of a comyhercial company likely to be found there,

but whatever the result was, the eteambont owners apparently required assistance

to ineet thoir liabilities, or to extend their business, for some time in 1819,-the

document is undated-a recommendation was ordored to bc drawn up for the Trea-

sury lhût it should grant assistance to the steamboats in the manner previoualy

recommended by the Dake of Richmond. The memorandurn was, there eau be

little doubt from the date of the answer, drawn up by4he Duke's igeoretarS,, as the

anilwer was dated 9th June, saine time before tne Dukes death. Sn fur as' the

answer shows, the recommendation by the Dake was to take shares in the steamers,

which the Tressury declined it not being considered expedientto- " en, but the

Lords of the Treasury authorised the commissariat to advance from £l,5QO to £2,000

to the steamboat owners, to be repaid by inétalmenttq, the steamers to bave the pre-

férence for freight, the amonnt of whieh would no doubt go a long way to extinguish

the debt constituted by the advance.

Prom a financial point of view the incorporation of the Bank of Montreal was

a matter of oonsequence to Canada. The Act to imoorperMe tbà inatitution had for

eue remon or anotber been roserved by the Governor for the consid«ation of Ris

Majeaty and it wae not till 1822e some years aAer the Act haa pffled both brancheé

of the logislature, thst the Order-in-couticil on the 1 Sth May of thst year eonfirmed.

the Act of incorporation, thus. putting an end to doubit and uncerWnty on the

aubject..

Lwtters and papers relating to Robert Goqrlay, author of a statistiom accoant

of 'U e eanada, are to be foand.noted in the calendar of the State Papers of Upp.er

Canada oo"ned in tbis report. Diverse opinions are entertained of Gouriay, w.ho

atone time filied a largespace lu theý blie-mindofC*nodaboingonthoo»hand


