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Moore landed at Smith's island, but subsequently removed to

St. George's, where he established his head-quarters. In his

three years of government, he had, like the founders of other
colonies, to confront mutiny and discontent on the part of his

followers, he frightened away two Spanish ships with two of
the only three gunshot in his stores, and he saw the infant settle-

ment recruited by several hundred emigrants from England, who
brought with them a blessing in the shape of potatoes, a curse
in the shape of rats '.

One of the first settlers was Richard Norwood, a surveyor,

whose name is v ry prominent in the early records of the

Bermudas. He carried out the division of the islands according
to the terms hid down in the Letters Patent. These terms
were that part, not exceeding one fourth, was to be left for

common land to defray the public charges of the Company,
while the rest was to be divided into eight tribes, each tribe

containing fifty shares of twenty-five acres each, making four

hundred shares in all *. The tribes were named after some of
the leading members of the Company, Hamilton, Smith's,

Devonshire, Pembroke, Paget, Warwick, Southampton, and
Sandys, while St. George's with the small islands around it and
part of the main island was set aside for the common land.

The eight tribes and St. George's constitute the nine parishes,

' .Smith's //«/<;;J pf Vii^i^iiiia ascribes the ' increase of silly nils' which
<levast.ated the islands and their subsequent disapi>earance to divine inter-
position. Compare the trouble caused by rnts to the earlv settlers in
.M.inntius, vol. i. of this work, p. 146, note 1.

" The survey was carried out about 1618. There is a ch.irt of the
islands in the British Museum, showinjj the survey, and dated 1626 A
reproduction is given in the Memorials of the Bermudas, vol. i. \orwoo<l
executed a second survey of the islands in 166^-3.
The division into tribes did not exhaust the wliole of the islands There

was an overplus, the application of which gave rise to a suspicion of
jobbery against the governor and some members of the Company Itmay be mentioned here that the Virginia Company, ' in consideration of
the <'reat defect of the quantity of land in the .Summer islands, conceived
to have been at the time of the sale thereof,' made over to the Bermuda
Company certam land in \irginia. Hence the ' Bermuda hundred.' said
to be still so named m Virginia. See the Memorials of the Bermudas
vol. 1. p. 2j8, and note.


