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limy W truly suid tliut wo are fodiiy ,(•' 'bratitiR not only the
ono hundred ind fiftieth an.iiv.rsary of th.- convening of the
First (ioneral Assembly in Nova Scotia, but a v.ry nnu-h
greater .'vent, tlu" initiation of tliat iwlicy of confidencr in the
w.sdon, and loyalty of lur kiruir...! l,..yond th.. seas, which has
b.cn tiu. koystone in the arch of Hritain's colonial supremacy.

It would Ix- an i.itercstint; and [.Icasinfj task to r.call the
state of affairs that ..xi.sted one hundr.-.l and fifty vears a-'O
iin.l the pro-ress that has since iM.n made, but timV will not
pernnt of this b,.infr done. It may m.-rely I.e said in passin"
that, so far as Canada is concern..d. liritish Cohnnbia had not
•'.en discovered by Vancouver, the Hreat West was controlled
hy th.. Hudson Hay Company, and (^.uIm.. was under the
rule ..f Kran.r: our si.ster <<)minonw..alth of Australia had no
p!" . on the map of th.. vv..rld, and Captain Cook did not
set toot on X..W Zealand until ..|even y..ars aft.r.

One hundnd and fifty y..ars is not 9 v.tv l.)nfi ,«.riod in
the history of th.. w.,rld, but it has be..n lonj; enou-h t.) justify
(Jr..at Britain's action.

ihmuii the time that has int..rven..d sin.v 175K. X„va
Scotia has jjrown in wealth an.l impi.rtance. H..r ships ar..
kn.)wn on .wry sea. She is rich in fisheries, mines and
forests, and her ..nterprisiuf; citizens haw f.)mi(l..d bankinfi.
commercial and educational institutions, that ar.. ..f iwofrniz.".!
valu.. and im,K)rtance to th.. country at larjre. \„ country
of the .sam.. ajje has ffivin so many disfin<.'uish.d m..n to the
literary. s<i..ntific. comin..rcial and [Hilitical lif,. of the world.
1-orty y..ars afro th.- provinc.. luHam.. an int«.f.'ral iH)rtion of
(h.. Dominion of Cana.la. and durinjr the y.ars that have sine..
elapsed Canada has made pr.);;r..ss un..xampl..d in th.. history
of th.. world, and in creatine that pr.ifrress and in shapiiif; the
l..f;islation and |K)licy of t:;,- dominion, th.. m.'n of th.. Mari-
tim.. Provinc..s liav<. ])layed a larj;.. and c.)nspicuous part. And
in dealing with the many problems that will confront C^mada
in the future, it is to be hojied that the nun of thi. pr..s..nt and
future in th.'s.. provinc.'s will show the sam.. int..|lectual
vifjom-. patriotism and breadth of vi..w that distinf;uish..d the
ffeneration of which Halil)nrt.)n. How... .Johnston and Tupp.r
m X.na S..)tia. and Fislu'r. Wilmot and Till..y in New Hnins-
wick. w..r.. such distin-juish...! r<pr..s<.ntatives.


