
126 NOTES ON MACBETH [act IV.

Decame king. The tree in his hand wfera to Biniaiu Wood.
fn-8. round ud top. Referring to the shape and position* ofthe crown, and also to the fact that the c«,wn represTntecomplete authority.
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82. The village of Birnam is about srven miles from PerthDunsmane hill is about twelve miles from Birnam.
94. impren. Force into his service.

05. bodetnents. Prophecies.

98. the lease of nature. For the natu^l term of life.

98-9. pay hi. breath, etc.
,
Die in due time, as all men must.

106. noise. Mu8ic.-a common use of the word in Shake-
peare's time.
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120. two-fold baUs. This is supposed to refer to the double
coronation of James I., at Scone and in London.

treble «:eptres. This probably refers to the fact that James

S^th^r
'*'''''' ^^^ kingdoms. England, Ireland, and

bS "°****"'^*''''**- H^ ^'^ b«ini? «»*tted (boltered) with

124-31. This speech wa^ probably not written by Shakespeare.
126. sprites. Spirits.

d.n?:fM"""**:,
'^^ grotesque movemente of the witches'dance. In these dances they were supposed to do everything

in the opposite way from human beings.

131. We gave him a proper welcome, as was our duty.
143. antidpatest Dost prevent, or forestall.

144^. It was his purpose to murder Macduff, but he hasbeen forced to give up this purpose. The only way to preventyour purpose from escaping you is to carry it out at once.
140-7. The things that I wish for most. shaU be done flret.


