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several colonies were ordered to convene at Albany

for a conference with the Six Nations of the Iro-

quois, and Franklin was one of the deputies from

Pennsylvania. On his way to Albany he "pro-

jected and drew a plan for the union of all the

colonies under one government so far as might be

necessary for defense and other important general

purposes." This statesmanhke "Albany Plan of

Union, " however, came to nothing. " Its fate was

singular," says Franklm; "the assemblies did not

adopt it, as they all thought there was too much
jrrerugative in it and in England it was judg'd to

have too much of the democratic."

How to raise funds for defense was always a

grave problem in the colonies, for the assemblies

controlled the purse-strings and released them

with a grudging hand. In face of the French men-

ace, this was Governor Shirley's problem in Massa-

chusetts, Governor Dinwiddle's in Virginia, and

Franklin's in the Quaker and proprietary province

of Pennsylvania. Franklin opposed Shirley's sug-

gestion of a general tax to be levied on the colonies

by Parliament, on the ground of no taxation with-

out representation, but used all his arts to bring

the Quaker Assembly to vote money for defense,

and succeeded. When General Braddock arrived


