
' iSKKPENTIXES, ETC., IS SOUTIIEEX QUEBEC o

friii wo^r t'l cii-t. ;iiiil iil^'i ii l.rmiih irniii liii.-liiii<.>iiJ tu Ix'vi-,

piirnUeliiii;- C'raiy;".* rond. Aluuit l«-'ii tin- Qiifln-f Central railway

war (.•uiiii:k'tt.'J fruiii Slifrbrunlie tu Lcvij, rumiiii!^ t'or nearly half its

Ifiiirth c!o.M.-:y paralli-1 to it aero-? tlie .-uriJentiiie lielt; and siuec

tiiat ilati- the C'aiunliaii I'aeirie railway lia? cxtemleil lines aero-sand

to various part- of the di-triet. The J.othiniere and ilegantii- rail-

way has eunneeted the ( irand Trunk hraneli with the St. Lawrenoe

river at St. .Jean des Chaillons. and a third line hetween Sherhrooke

and (jueliee i.* v.vw jirojeeted.

.Meanwhile, the tide of innnijrratiun from the British Isles has

been diverted to western Cana<la, ami the Enirli-h -peaking settli'r>

of till- Eastern Townships are raiiidly followini: it. But the steadily

inerea-ing Freneh-Canadiaii i>opulation ha\iug ..eeup;e'! the St.

Lawrenee [ilain. ha- e.xtended to the hiiihland-. and now forn;s much

the ^jreater part of the ]ioi)ulation.

Pnvioiii W'l'ik.—The tir-t descriptions of this district WiTe hy

Sir William Logan, in several of the early reports of the Geological

Survey, and were later embodied in the Geology of Canada, published

in iMj:!. In these, th" distriliuti>jn of the -erpentines and related

roi'ks \'.-a- deseril.ed wi;h the admiralde earc and aeeuraey wliiidi

eharaeteri/.ed Logan'- work; but the scale of the maps issued at that

tinie did not admit of -howiug them in the atlas accompanying

\\\r general report of l^ii:!

.Mineralogical and litholoiiic-al examination.- accompanied liy

.licuiii-al analyse- were made at the sani.' time by T. Sterry Jlunt.

and the results were piibli-hed in conjunction with tho^e of Logan's

tield work. Accord in:.'- to the vi -ws of the rniformitarian si-l\ool .if

pi.'l.ii;y. wliich at that time v.a- in the a^ci-ndancy, tlii' serpontinr^

of this di>trict were supposed to be altered sediments deriveil hirgv'y

from ma:;ne-ian limestone. They were as-Igncd to a certain hori/oii

of the rtralitieil v^<rk~. and wvvv often correlaie.l with iicighliourini:-

led- of dolomite.

The -Co'tncntary orii;in ot' the- • rock- wa- (iiie-tiont'd by the

late Dr. .\. l;. C. Si-lwyn-who -ncceedcd .Sir William Loiian as

Diri'Ctor of the Geological Survey of Candida in l">tW. A small suite

of -inidmens from the di-trict. the tii--t rock< t.i bo examin d in

Canada by nii.ileru micr'-copic method-. \\a- ilctermiued in l^-"!'

by Or. F. T>. \A-M\ — thcii liiliol.,u;i-t to the (le.ilogieal Survey—and

til.' -ei-penliiiev \vrc -hown t.. be alt'.'red iinoous. not sedimentary
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