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ling-block. It in eawy enough to uuderetund a pose, or even a
aucoesslon of posou, but a peruon who Buys neither more nor lean

than exactly what he means, iind lueans exactly what he mvi,
rot becauae he thinks he ought to do mo, or wishes to be under*
stood as doing so, but because so, and not otherwise, his nature
spontaneously expresses itself, is, in our present social •tate,

almost unintelligible. What saved him under these circum-
stances from becoming a 'prophet' was the pliability of
intelligence that enabled him to understand other people and
the sense of humour that enabled him to enjoy them.

1 have selected from the voluminous correspondenc j put at
my disposal only those letters which throw most light on Mr.
Labouchere's state of mind and the part he played in political

events with which he was connected.

I have to thank my many relatives and friends who have
allowed me to make use of theii letters from Mr. Labouchere,
and also my cousin, M. Georges Labouchere, for communicat-
ing the result of his work on the life of my great-grand-
father. Among old friends of Mr. Labouchere, who have
given me personal reminiscences of him, I have especially to
thank Mrs. Emily Crawford, Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, Lord Welby,
Sir Audley Goslhig. and Mr. Robert Bennett, the editor of
Truth, who has contiibuttd a chapter containing the narrative
of Mr. Labouchere's founding of Trvth and of its subsequent
fortunes. Most of all my thanks are due to Mr. Thomas Hart
Davies, without whose constant sympathy and assistance this
biography could not have been written.

ALGAR L. THOROLD.


