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REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE FIRST MEETING OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

Lenden, 10th January te February 1946,

The first meeting of the Gemeral Assembly ef the United Natiens
was cenvened in Lenden en the 10th Jamuary, It cemsisted eof the
representatives of the 51 natiens sigmateries ofthe United Natiens
Charter, It was ceaveked by the Preparatery Cemmissien in accerdance
vith paragraph 4 (a) ef the Interim Arrangements drawa up at Sam
Francisce, The cenvecation of the Gemeral Assembly, amd the setting wp
of the varieys Ceunmcils, the Secretariat amd the Intermatiemal Ceurt
of Justice, represented the fimal stage of the establishment of the United
Hations,

As a werking decument the Gemeral Assembly adepted the repert
of the Preparatery Commissien. The previsiensl agemds and the
proﬂoionl rules of precedure were accepted as reaseamable, except fer aa
abertive attempt by the Cuban Delepatien te have the Gemeral Cemmittee
increased in size, and ite acitivities prescribed in erder te preveat it
frem beceming & pelitical steering cemmittee,

The first impertaat item of business was the electien of the
President of the Assembly te replace the temperary chairman , M, Zuleta
Angel, of Coelumbia, The acting head eof the U.S.S.R. Delegatien then
neminated Mr, Trygve Lie, Fereiga Minkster of Nerway, and this was
supperted Ly the delegates of Peland, Demmark amd the Ukraime., The
lnttgr prepesed the lectien by the acclamatien as ne ether candidates had
been memimated, but it was decided te pregeed with the electienm ty secret
byllot.

The results of the dectien 'were 23 vetes for Mr, Lie and 28 feor Mr,

Paul Spask, Fereign Minister of Belgium, whe then téek the chair, While

seme ebservers at first theught this te be a rebuff to the U.8.8.R.,

I think the latter well preved its peint, whichws that theelectiens were net
really free and demecratic but were beimg arranged secretly behimd the
scenes, since, of course, Mr, Spaak's nmame had mever been mentiemed lnrh‘.

the preceedings. I am imclimed te believe that Mr, Spask was a better

chebce than Mr. Lie, in view of his great experience in such matters amd
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