Pxtracts from lotter from The Sunmaid Raisin Growers A.aaotathu
dateg Fresno Dec 11th,19 24, |

"Rogarding the price of raisins our prices f.ob our California paeking
lants range on the packs most frequently handled retodl pgrecerc from
gn to 8 J=4 cents per lbe.Before these raisins are bought by the Canadian
congumer of course tran tation chargen and the vholesaler's and retadl
«or o profit wuld have be added alse the present anadian tariff on
dried fruits which is two thirds of a cent per 1b,
The Tel owinz is o brief sunmeryy o’ the Canadian Australian tariff agree -
ment and the results which in our opinion 7411 ~ome. 4f this treaty is !
approved of by Parliament. ‘ v

‘Here follows data of the changes caused by the Treafy

The rrinciple disadvantages of the new 3 cent raisin tax from the viowe
point of the Canadian consumer are ithey 7411 pay more than a million
dollars wnnually ad’itional for their raisins.iven though Australian
raisins come in dutyfree,thoy 74ll be sold to the Canadian sonwmer at the
same price as Californian and Spanish raisins and currants which will have
tp ay the 3 cent taxe In adiition to the inerease of 2 and one third

conts imposed by the new tax the rriee which will be paid by the Cenadian
eonsumer 7ill be further inecreased by the inecreased mnrgin hich both the
'holesale and retail grocer wili take on raisins and currants.At a consery
ctive estimate the Canadian conswser will have to vay 4 cents per 1b more
for raisins when the nes tariff mes into offect than they are paying at
the present time,

Australia 7il . not benefit to any oxteng because the inerease is not sufiie
ient to rermil her of competing with Californian raisins except on the
- Pagific Coant, ‘

The farmer of Jestern Canada 45 one of the largest users of raisins ond nons
equent;l.; a large share of the burden of the new tax on raisins 741l fall

on him,To farmers and those who live in small to'm ~ommnities roisins have
become ulmost an essential food as they are low in price and durdng the. long
‘dnter months take the place of fresh fruits which are not available, Under
the proposed new tarif consumers of Western Canada 74ll have to pay at
least 4 cents por 1b more for their raisins., ‘ :

fiven with tho advinatage of entering Canada duty freo 7hile compe ting raisin
have to pay a 3 ecent tax Australian raisins 741 not be cble to compete with
California raisins except on the Paeific Coast territory.This is because
- the advantage given Australian raisins by the preference 4ll bo cmuntere
balamsed by the higher freightrates and carrying charpes Australion raisins
nust face in reaching Candian markets. esides costing more to produce Aus
trolian raisins must pay an inland freight rate from the produsing distriect
. to o port another freight ohar@o for the transeFasific seajourney and a
third freight charge from the “anedian port of entry to the point of cone
sump tione In adiition to these freight charges must be ad'ed insuranee costn
and choxges for loading andunlaoding several times durdng the trip,
Voreover the Australian raisin comes on the mariket in liaroh about the time
7hen the demend in Caneda is least aotive and therefore the bulk of the ecrop
w4l have to be kept 4in storage until the ne:t fall,The Californian raisin
oerop is harvested 4n Sept or Oet and Jreaches the Camadian market Just abe
out whon the demand is heaviest.ihe “alifornian raisins sre only about 2

we ko distant as compared with 2 months distant for- the Australian raisins
ond consequently there is leso danage in transit,The Californisn raisine
include the " secded” vhich is that comionly used in raisin pies and which
has become extremely popular in Caneda. There are no"secded " vaisins from
Australia, Australian raisins ave oil dipped which is a kind of raisin that
3:;“ gl":;t;::tg'ngvgtbe«én h;:é.d onkthe Canadian market and 1t 411 take

pems gl bl to ' work and selling ta.lk to persuade their
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