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EDITORIALS

A reasonable query

Spiralling cests of education have long gone be-
yond the point where people feel an easy tolerance
toward still further increases.

And no one is more painfully aware of what is
happening than school board members who have to
deal with the demands of teacners’ unions, then
answer for it to the taxpayers. 3

In view of all this, congratulations are in order to
Mississauga school board members who presented
what they judged was a fair method of saving tax-
payers half a million dollars.

Apparently it could be done merely by increasing
the secondary school pupil-to-teacher’ ratio from
17-to-one to 18-to-one.

Chairman Glenn Grice suggested that this was the
only flexible item on the budget and that the money
thus saved will allow the board a little leewax
negotiating the teachers’ salary demands

The administration didn't take too
suggestion. They argued that it might be difficult’ to
get good teachers to teach on that ratio.

At this point “one of the school board members
suggested that teachers will be asking for raises as
usual and asked “Aren’t they prepared to do a little
more work for it?"

Which seems to us to be a perfectly reasonable
question.

N}HL hockey machine

We' are half-way through Minor Hockey Week, a
week set aside in recognition of the many tireless men
and women who spend countless hours erganizing
n)cinor hockey for the youngsters.

From time to time we hear from people who
would have . all this organization eliminated. They
contend the kids were much better off when they
played shinny on the ponds.

We disagree with these people completely. The
Arogram is designed to teach the boys self control and
sportsmanship and plays a most useful role in our
communities.

Lately, however, it would appear' the whole miner
hockey movement is destined to become a machine
designed to churn out playerg‘for the NHL.

Certainly the plans of the Canadian Amateur
Hockey Association to change age requirements for its
leagues would indicate this. If the plans for lowering
the maximum age limit become reality then many
boys will lose a year of hockey — or be released a
year sooner to feed the hungry jaws of the NHL.

But what really bothers us is the spectacle of men
fighting over the youngsters’ hockey while the pawns
in the game, the players themselves, are kicked
around helplessly. That the granddaddy of all minor
hockey tournaments, the Quebec PeeWee tournament,
should almost go down the drain because of the
squabble is unforgivable. -

Let’s keep minor hockey organized, but let’s do it
for the benefit of the small fry, not for the satisfaction
of the adults involved nor for the benefit of big
business.
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P.0. buries Mississauga
in town of Cooksville?

Sir,

1 am following your re-
ports about the postal ad-
dress of Mississauga with
great interest. Postmas-
ter- Hawke of Cooksville
P.O. seems to be quite
co-aperative but he can't
fight Ottawa, which stated

before that the matter
will be “studied’.

This is the offigjal term
used by all three:levels of
government and, trans-
lated from "government
lingo into plain English,
‘‘pigeon-holed--amtil it is
forgotten.”

There is only one way

to keep the matter going:
keep pounding it on your

. first page. The Canadian

mail belongs to the most
expensive, most conceit-
ed, least efficient and
least dependable of the
civilized western world.

Not only does slightly-
inaccurately addressed
mail go astray without
any effort of the post of-
fice to rectify the inaccu-
racy, (not every letter
writer is a mail expert),
but even .quite correctly
addressed mail goes often
wrong. Mail addressed
correctlytoBerryton
Ave. Toronto 15, is often
delivered to Barrington
Ave. Toronto 13. If you
make out a change-
of-address card, chances
are it will not be regis-
tered at-all, and if it is
registered, more than 20
percent of the mail is still
being delivered to the old
address.

Once a letter addressed
to’ Kirby rd.,' Toronto,
came: back with the re-
mark, ‘‘no such street”, I
mailed the letter again,
pointing . out that the
street is one block north

of Wilson and one block
east of Highway 400.

The letter came back
with the same remark:
““No such street.”

If you get a letter with
the warning,-‘‘Please do
not crush, bend or fold”,
you can be sure it will be
crushed, bent and folded
and the contents ruined.
A cardboard in the letter is
no protection. It would
have to be a sheet of
steel-armor on both sides
of the contents, strong
enough to withstand
heavy equipment. And so
Icangoonandon. ..

The Canadian Post Of-
fice feels entitled to open
and destroy any piece of
mail that they don’t like.
Even ‘‘police states’ like
Nazi Germany had a law
securing privacy of mail,
declaring clearly that the
post office may not open
first class mail under any
circumstances, with the
only exception of a dead
letter without sender, and
even then only for that
one single purpose to at-
tempt fo find the address
of the sender so that the
letter can be returned to
him. Why is Canada,
which claims to be a free
and democratic country,
so hypeeritical?

We have to tell the Ca:

nadian Post office in no
uncertain terms that it
has absolutely only one
single duty and obligation:
forwarding mail. And ab-
solutely nothing else. It
has no qualification
and/or business with cen-
sorship; it has no right to
insist on the use of postal
addresses which are dif-
ferent from the official
description of the locali-
ty; it may recommend
quotations of zipcode
numbers, RR numbers,
post office names — if the
delivering post office is
located outside of the
small municipality the
mail is addressed to.

But all this may never
be more than recommen-
datloz for the sake of
expediency and never,
never, never under any
circumstances a condi-
tion for delivering, with
the penalty of not deliver-
ing if the address does
not comply with the whim
of the post office.

After all, the post office
is here to serve the peo-
ple and not the other way
around. '

The people who write

the addresses usually
were never .in the place
where the letter goes to
and may not know the
proper postal address. A
non-delivery if the ad-
dressee can be located is
a discrimination against
the sender who has paid
the postage and may be
handicapped in one way
or another,

- If the post dfffce is will-

ing to accept these condi-.

tions it is fine. 1f-not, we
may need new legislation

~and the whole govern:

ment has to be bomba;d-
ed with requests, com-

. plaints, warnings (about

x

Letters
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Editor
Josing votes in the nex‘t
election) to put the post

office management int.
its right place.

I just received a note
from_the municipality-ia-
forming me about the
proper mailing address:
Town of Mississauga,
Cooksville, Ont. Can you
think of anything more ri-
diculous than that?

So the Forwpl Missis .

sauga is in Cooksville! It
is like wearing your jack-
et inside out, with the lin-
ing exhibited to the out-
side world!

Of course, the post of-
fice won't move if they
can get away with it and,
thanks to the Canadian
Post Office, Mississauga
will remain a freak and
laughing stock.

This would be the more
regrettable, as 1 found
Toronto Township to be
the friendliest, “most
pleasant and most sensi-
ble municipality 1 found

—up-to now.

Hypocrisy and lack of
common-sense is the
main tront  in Canadian
governments of all three
levels and it was a real
relief to find a township
with not a trace of it, but
rather a smooth and sen-
sible running administra-
tion which T admired.

I hope sincerely that
the small town of Missis-
sauga will not get lost in
the big place of Cooks-

~ville, - where the Canadian

Post Office is trying to

bury it . X

Sincerely youi's,
Eberhard Matuschka




