Toronto, Britain, Orient ‘in’ places to go

Campus travel agencies — who's got what

by Audrey Djuwita

Ah, December. Let’s skip the
unpleasant thoughts of final exams
and weeks of agonized waiting.
(Ugh!) Think positive. Think about
the exciting fight over turkey drum-
sticks or days of basking in the sun
somewhere exotic.

David Ward, manager of INTRA
Edmonton Travel Agency, said: “As
soon as the cold weather hit, busi-
ness picked up. In winter time, it’s
usually a tossup between Toronto
and Hawaii.”

Cindy Fowler, the regional man-
ager of CUTS (Canadian Universi-
ties Travel Services), agreed and
said many students and members
of faculty fly to Toronto in order to
return home or visit re!atlves for
Christmas.’

In reading week however, the
most popular destinations are
Hawaii, Mexico, or ski resorts such
asJackson Hole, Lake Tahoe, Banff,
Austria, and St. Moritz.

Europe and summer seem to go’

hand in hand. According to Ward,
Greece was a popular destination
last summer.

“Those who visit Europe in the
summertime are usually under 30
and are looking for new experien-
ces,” Ward said.

“Europe is a very complex

market,” said Barbara O’Leary,
Sales Supervisor of Travel CUTS.
* “We know Europe like the back
of our hands and we use this know-
ledge to help the clients to plan the
best possible trip.”

While Iravei CUTS caters mainly
to students, INTRA Edmonton does
most of its business with faculty
members, governments or corpora-
tions.

Ward said that in the past many
people limited their choice of holi-
day destinations to Hawaii, Mexico,
and Europe, but currently, more
people are going to Costa Rica,
Barbados, other Carribean sun
spots, as well as the Orient.

“One of the big misconceptions
is that we are in competition with
Travel CUTS for business. Actually,
we are in no competition with
CUTS. We aim for that leisure dol-

lar that people spend. So in a sense

we try to convince people that it'’s
better to go on vacation than to
buy that second TV set or new fur-
niture,” Ward explained.

Travel CUTS agrees there is a
minimum of competition.

“We don’t really compete with
other agencies because we are
unique. We cater to the student
market. Even other agencies in the
city sometimes refer to us. We tai-
lor to the need of individual stu-
dents,” Fowler said. :

“We have the competition in

- other areas, for instance, the Kon-

tiki package,” said O’Leary.

CUTS is the only student agency
in Canada. The Services part of The
Canadian Federation of Students
owns CUTS. It has 17 offices across

Canada. CUTS also has affiliation

with 60 other students’ travel agen-
cies worldwide.

CHRISTMAS PAST

~ An Edwardian Christmas with

the Rutherford family.

Join the Rutherfords in traditional

Christmas activities:

e carolling in the parlour
e making Christmas cards and
decorations
e viewing historical
cards
e sipping hot apple
cider
e nibbling on
“original recipe”’
shortbread.
Enjoy the special
festive
surroundings.

Bring the whole |
family. It’s free!
November 16 to
“December 23
Saturdays and
Sundays
12:30 p.m. to
, 4:50 p.m.
11153 Saskatchewan Drive
Phone 427-3995

RUTHERFORD HOUSE
EDMONTON
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INTRA Edmonton is one of the
185 independent agencies across
Canada that come together under
an affiliation.

Both CUTS and INTRA offer a
guarantee for their deals.

“We also have a preferred supply
list of companies with good credi-
bility and service,” Ward said.

“We don’t cater much to the
ethnic market. We can’t compete
because we can’t guarantee to have
a certain number of deals to fall
back on during a time period,” said
Ward.

Ward believes that, speaking for
Western Canada, London is the
major destination in Europe for var-
ious reasons. Many Canadians still
have family and friends in Britain
and there is a bond of common
language and custom. The airline
schedules are also more frequent
and convenient. Many tours begin
and end in London.

“CUTS has an office in London
which is used widely by Canadian
students It serves as a contact
point,” said Fowler.

Although U of A is no longer a
member of CFS, “nothing has
changed. We still offer the same
services because we are essentially
committed to the students,” cited
Fowler. e

The only exception is that the U
of A students are no longer issued
an international student card free
of charge.

Another program under CUTS’
wing is Students Working Abroad

Program (SWAP).

“Some of the profits CUTS makes
go to the SWAP. Although SWAP is
extremely popular, it’s losing
money. We've got rave reviews on
SWAP. It’s a priceless experience.
Last year, over a thousand Cana-
dian students went to Britain
alone,” O'Leary said.

Other destinations include Bel-

Forum Africa
Thursday, December 5, 1985
" Room B45 — Tory Building — 5:00 pm
Everyone Welcome
Free Admission/Free Coffee

Guest Speaker: MR. DAVID MACDONALD, Canadian
Government Co-Ordinator for African Famine Relief.

Chairman: DR. BRIAN EVANS, Assoc. Vice-President

(International Relations).

Forum African — a community-based series of meetings
about African recovery and information to Canadians about
current situations/solutions to help the African people. Please
come; listen to a moving eyewitness account of Mr.
‘MacDonald’s experiences in African Famine Relief!

Sponsored by:
CIDA

African Students’ Association
African Association of Alberta
International Student Centre

Ski Weeks from $329 per person/double occupancy.
Includes accommodation, meals, lift tickets, lessons,

and entertainment. Reservations call toll-free
1-800-372-9583. For information call (403) 762-4000,
or write for the free Sunshine Colour Story:
Sunshine Village, P.O. Box 1510, Banff, Alberta,

TOL 0CO.

Sunshine and Sunshile Village are reg’d trademarks of Sunshine Village Corporation.

gium, Ireland, and New Zealand.
Recently, Australia has been added
to the list. Only full time students
are eligible for SWAP.

O’leary and Fowler both said
that the exciting part of workmg in
a travel agency on campus is the
good feeling of being able to help
plan a vacation that to many has
been a life-time dream.

Banff National Park, Canada.

Weight Training Study
Needs Volunteers

If you’re female and relatively sedentary
we need you.
® expert instruction e private facilities
® sophlstlcated equipment
For more info call Roy at 435-4186.

CHRISTMAS
CHARTERS

DEC21-JAN3
 $389.00

DEPARTURE
TAXES EXTRA

MAIN FLOOR SUB
9 TRAVELCUTS
R 430050

MONTREAL

Life is
a Beach!!

Beach on Whyte
SUNTAN SALON ~
11124 - 82 Ave. College Plaza

431-1595
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9012N - 112 STREET
HUB MALL, U OF A
EDMONTON, AB. T6G 2C3

DORIS McCLOSKEY

NATALIE DAVIDUK
431-1762

10% Off With This Coupon

Trial Session
$1.00

Thursday, December 5, 1985



