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Wintèr with the "Longfaces. Laddie "Somewhere
in France"'

By Bonnyeastle Dale

WISH te say to my kind readers inI W.H.M., -before I give thern Laddie's
'neIt leVier, tint the uaually cheerful

tone af his letters la the general tone of
C.F.A. (Canadioen Field Art'illery) in
France, but we shouid not let ourseivea
th4.nk,,because the lads laugh away the
"ldudW" that strike se near -and falauto
expiade, joke about a race for life aiong
a shelied mowd to the "lines," tell oaiaa
swift ieap into suý abandoned trench or
ita some near'dy sheli-hole to escape a

coming "whizz-bang" that the danger ia
not great and ever present. To those
who have dear ones Mt the front I qadvise
the sending of lump sugSr, Reindeer
Oocoa (milk, sugar and cocos. prepared)
and gdod sensible food, as it ils hard ta
get "fuIl rations"' up ta the line ini these
days oaf strenueus fighing. The artiilery
boys seem te have about a month with
the guns; then a "rest" (so-cailed) with
theý "lengfaeea" (horses and mules) ai
the horse uines. Don't be afraid ta aend
some "trench comfort" (insect powder>
as even a. wash la bard te get at timea.
If yaur boy uses tobacco send lt, a îsmoke
iheips ta quiet the nerves sa atraàned by
continuai concussions, a suit of light
underwear ia much appreciated besides
the ever -needful soeks, and eut out «eIl the
comics and cartoons and aend them, and
write, write, write. I hardiy like ta give
advise on this last eacred duty but 1
make a -habit of writ'ing a page or two
daily and mailing ý-beut every five days.
One package a week keep the lad you
send iVta in the littie luxuries se needf'ul
ini the trenches.

"'Sorry 1 had te scnd you a whizz-
bang (field posteard) but I have been
working like a machine for weeks day
and night, now, I arn back et the horse
lines for a reat, it la a pretty livcly spot
w%'ere our guns are now, end rny nerves
geV a bit on edgre, evrym-hcre I'd. turn a
whizz-bang or 5.9 wouid come, I aiways
scem lucky enough ta strike a sheli-hiole
or trench to duck into, the onily ane that
came within ten feet was ae "dud". 1
w»~ on guard and had ta travel along a
certain road ta get rations etc., and it
was a bit risky-don't worry ts ail over
for a whiie now. You and our readers lu
The Western Home Monthly will have te
do without ilustrations-there is ne
scenery let; let alone picturesque spots.
The soul of France 'hereabouts la ail care-
iuily packed away ln sandbags or biown
ta duat -and buricd, te subsoil shows
cverywbcmc, villages and towvns as big ea
the "two elevator"' onea oi the prairies
are only ta be found if the engineers have
struck a namne board wherc they once
stood-not a single brickici t, we use
them. ail for roadmaking. I bear the
railroad men haeve built as many miles as
the C.P.R. bas already, end more country
roada than there are in Ontario. Oh!
how good the sweet stuif la in the pack-
ages after a menth ln that treclegs sheil-
hole-covcred country. I ýgot padd the
usual 15 Fraencs and had ýa feed of eggs
and chocolate, the park cost high, must
have been groid-f d, seven dollars and
fifty cents for a meal for two oi us-but
"1eggs la eggs", thanks for the parceis it
sure doea raise a f liow's spirits to get
somnething from home."

"(Two days' later). This la the fimt
maonient I have h'ad to mysef since I
Went ta sieep writing you the other
nighlt.-Reveilie at 6.30 yesterdoey, 1I was
detailed as time ordery-at stabàe ii
tîiree-supper, tîten went up with ammu-
nition, back st two this mornîng, in a
few minutes I must fail in for head-
quarters as I have ta be inoculated again.
lîey sa-y the dôctor he la a-. 1.30

1xn was going ta say the doctor wPs
a rough cep-iie is! I've just been
()ver and had several million germa abaot
ito my ehet, vou mlould think he -as
*ticking piga instead of dotaring meni.

We did have a liveiy trip ta the gins
la-t night with amnuuition-pouriig
rain-black night-eight hours' trip-
'-me snow--developed into a regiller
western blizzard. The wagon 1 was on
lad rather poor drivers on the horses and
\- just smashed everything %v'e camie ta,
t ruesmter trucks. tracters and wgia

a. few tinies wve broke thie lannes unorce
Il wagon box camne off. Tt vas Illn-d
te Ast onl theý seat lut aI nie attend tu' tlit

brake. I was soaked and then mudcaked
most thoroughly:'

We had a fine spin ta the next village
on a mter truck ane night, fried eggs
and picture show, and ciught a motar
truck for a ride ail the way back te aur
longfaced friends-beware! of the army
herse. The ane I attend ta iaunchied out
and caught me fair in the etomach,

.iuckiiy there were no bones te be broken
in that section; but he knocked me
severai feet-your teoching about kind-
nesa te animal-did it include the
art ilery horse?

.I have just broken off the iast band of
my watch, the glass went long ago, se
send me a stout Ingersoli, they seem te
stand the concussions bst--and between
one's own battcry and the enemies big
duda there is iota of concussion here-
thanka. I've juat been into an Estatmint
and ha-d several cupa of black coffee-
wonder -if it wiii heip the inoculation,
arm and chest getting pretty stiff, fear I
wil bave te, report sick in the morning,
first time tee, you sec we do not get any
time off here as we did in Canada and
England.

That wondefui leaning figure cf the
Virgin 4na Albert still leans out at a
precarious angle.

Juat think, aur present billet has a
roof and a floor, and glory be -a stove,
then pay-day cornes soon again, "oeuf
U ain du beurre et cale au lait" poor

rench I know but 1 can get the egga

pieket duty, 1 guesa I arn tee tired ta
read much anyway, and the fumes from
the chargea don't keép a feilow any toe
bright, I think I need somethixig under
my unshined buttons, in the way of food,
its biard to -et the fodder up here when
we qare reale5busy. I must get another'
pi11 for thia pen (ink tablet)-there,
that's better, some of aur gunners gat a.
bit inquisitive this a.xni. and went too
near the front, "Fritzy" saw the group
and did a pretty bit of aheiling, they ran
for a dugout like badgera, but the shra'p-
nel w.izzbang g-ot ane and ahocked
another before they made good caver, the
(vounded oe ebaa no more than a good
Blighty and bath of them are getting iota
of eats-an.d his whole working party too
for some strange reason. Soey! 1 saw a
dandy Block af geese go over last week,
also many quail.

"The chap who shares my 'funkhole'-
the boys eauI it so because it's deep, gat a
package to-nbight und he decided we wouid
finish it off instead of baving severoel
dabs and pecks. Say! but we had a
gorgeous feast. It does seem odd te it
here and read my letter in The Western
Home Monthy-aii the way there and
back, what makes nie wonder more and
more is that none of the poroels or lettera
have been loat by the sub attack, itsaa
full year since I left and my mail bas al
arrived.

"The other day an unexploded anti-air-
cmiit sheil came down and burat on grass
nearer thban wvas comfortable, but we al
dueked in tirie and no -one waa bit. A
'Fritzy' airman made me mad the other
day, he had just been' fightiing wi'Lh one of
aursansd came down low in Teturning, I
wm looking out of aur dugaut, but I

A Bay's Winter Duck Shooting-Laddie, Jr., Laddie, Jr., at the Home Camp-Wharf
. Filling Absent "Laddie's" Boots Building.

just the saine. W'e beillries and est the
"4sucre" you sent with lt-fine I tell yau,
but the Y.M.C.A. ran eut af rolled oats
se, aur breakfasts arc pantly spolled.

(Some days laten). I bave just suc-
ceed, ,after iielh hutnfing ln the eulpty
dugouts, in finduing a sheet ofi paper,
xnavbe its Gerinaîu, sorrv I cant write,
been bopping about like a toad on hot
coals, niglit as well as day, ail my kit la
aie.-d ila-a new position, we nearly goV
drowned out last nigit, awoke in a pool
af watcr, I've got rubcr blanketa up for a
roof to-niglit thieugli. Yestcrdav-was a
beautiful one for the plantes, do you know
a feilow can lrardlv do lus w'ork for
watchîiîg tîein, I saw fouir senît dow'n
-altogetîter, I get the n'wfullest crick-ini-
tlîe-ncck wacîîgtlese air fights. tliîy
seemn always ita be going on. Fritz lias
heenprtt lively with lija sheIls here

atibutc doua noV know wliere we
are, as long as lie dees nt find us; we are
jake. If the biankets keep the Nvater out
of the cocoa well finish it in te morning
..- the worst thing liappened iast niglit,
that flood went right into tlhe pocket
,where I kcpt oeil aur matches -and we bad
to puddle outinJ the dark.

"Weli! It dcVrît rain lasV niglit and
tlic cpeoa la whene tîhe w'ather will not
hurt ià.

"I have a in* roof on ths dugout n ow
and the rats are beating, time oii 4V so
regulari..I wonder what thuy til do
for a living alien we beat the Iltitis?
'lIane are litcnaily millions oi them and
tlîev get bold at tiines, thm're figiting
aluove me now%, pnesumably for the riglit
ta steal froin me.

"I dame inot tell you hew long if la since
1 liad a wasli or iiangaod this uîîd,-rweam,

Ilig times doîug, we c 7vnder if tlre wil
bue any wý-at-r iii tlhe sheli lioles this
suniner. as 5 tn-ams are scaIrcu i thIns
part of Franîce.

"Tel meu wliot's lappening? 7 Me gt Bo
little n" -fits not nigbt riî its
aniiutlitioi niXluoi- titiL ohrse

gucas he was tee cxcited teo se me or lue
had me sure îith bis little pop gfn-and
not a gun did I have ai any kind te let
fiy at hiîîu with. I had thse ld duck-
shooting feeling aif'the bird getting away
witliout a guet. "If I had had a rifle I
would have peppered bis planes for Min
ail right, ail riglit. I soew a Hun plane

lu iin fumes, a very wondcrful sight, it
didn't lasV long.

"To-day we have been digging as usîtal
inta tlîe irozen g-round, auddenly it atruck
une it ivas Sunday afterrnaen and I could
isue iou in the dear old camnp se peaceful
and ha-jî&,. Ont hure we obc track of
flie dayý,§but the diary you sent helpa
me ta keep tlame track ai he riglut dates.

"In reading over my printed letter in
the aid imagazinue if seema I must have
been happy at Sîtomuliffe; happy ail te
time in Eîigiand, I suppose wlien I geV
back te Canada 1 will elso find I was
happy, ail the tins in good aid muddy
France tua.

"When the eall suddcniy came tb'ia
anonning oi 'stand ta' I1nmade a dash eut
of my warm blaîketa inta a white couti-
try, it liad snowed ail night, this areli
iorning w-as cold anid we fired fast ta

keep wanin and g-et a good appetite for
'Iron rations'-fliere was quite a boni-
bardnieuit up at tbe line-that's just aver
flic bil. After breakfast, evideutiy bav-
ing mode 'Fnitzy' change bis xuind
about coming over, we were busy putting
the iast iuw% bita cf France into some
sandbagus. Tliuy make danîdy Malla and
roof, you lay fîîum like bricks and hian-
mer tlimdown with shovels and you eau
inake veny ni-at and stmong walls out af
tîium.

Sa Laddie ends lis ltter. If yoîî
iiappe-i to sec 'hie Illu.,ratc-d London
News vou ean se iow tliese C.F.A. boYs
do tlîeir Nvork, of course Lauîdie will îîot
scidai auîvthiîîg ,dufinîte, lus lettera are sa

t'greî'îen etivope " 'issued but, scaiîtily, lie

ion his' honour not te mention anyth'Ing
in the inciosed letter that miglrt be of
benefit to the enemy-just "Iprivu.te i&nd
family matters". The Illustrated London
News however ehows them carrying their
beavy shelleaion their shouldersaiong a
snowy road, aise waitering the "longfaces".
at an -icy trough, they seem ta uge 4.5
Ilowitzers in great numbers, aeeording ta
the ilustrations, as we are reportedieo
be manufacturing 654 of these for every
hundred we nmade in 1914. 'Ând 66
times oa many shelas are now made. These
are about 35 pound shela, but the big
ones are se greaM that a 'huge motor
lorry battis but four, a weight equal te
9omething like as many tons, and double
that weight for, the seige gunis. Taking
the shelas up te the guns, 'with three wild
teams, a driver on-each lef t aide home,
aieng well known rowls,,-et times in plain
view of eneny batteries,-"Never for, ane
instant while an attack during the
general advance on the Western front is
taking place can the field guns In thù.
advanced artiliery be ..ilowed to siseken
fire"--can yo get ' that? I aïkk1Bny
reader of rni.it~r age who healtate's
whcther hie should go or not-pioture the
need for those Canadieni drivera, ne"dte,
get those eila up Vo drive the Hun back
-Yes and to keep the sullen faced. alien
in our midat, and the traditor toô, for, we
have et few of these animal& i'Ckiida-
sulent and afraid.

Look ai the outit our men muet. cg rry
te tuîrn a.side the dçvil1sh work; etush
enemy and the harsh forces of Nature
too. A steel helmet--Laddle's 'itin bat",,
anti-lac4brymatory-ahell gogglea, geatakin
coats and rubber boots, mweil &&,the gas
mnasks "dog muzzlea" the boys sali them,
in darkness and thunder, rain and hall,
froat and wind, shellhole and -aunken
road, whizzbang-and Archica, mihe and
cra.ter, eniper and airship, hàélf-ratlane
and delayed packages, ho1es in t)îemud
for beds, a wet aky for a roof, rate. for
bunk mates, and yet they ail write the
same cheerful letters sas Laddis dee-can
you beat it ?0

Mt. Edfth Cav.f
By Lydia M. Dunham O'Neil

She lived for England, and abe dled.
Unwavering la layalty;

Ber lave for native land se deep
SlIe fiinched net f rom the death decree.

She flinchcd not from Vths "mercy shot";
ler ia'ith had strength te face ths

fla'me;
She won hiem cro wn of mertyrdom,

Eîîdxring love, undying fame.

And far acrofsa the ocean feain,
And far acroisa a continent,

Where the great rockies lit their helghts
To greet the otarry firmament,,

Se long as earth in s p ac h"Illspn,
One main tain sh'all perpetuate

Ber naine, who for oid En land died,
A vietim aof the German ate.

For God bath rcared a monument,
Warthy bier lufe and final doys,

And w'itli wild fioweras trewu IV o'er',
With birds te chant their hymne of

praise.
And many a marbe &laiat t nay- rime,

Her tale of martyrdom ta tell,
But thiâ shall tower above them ail.

The meunitain noemed fer Nurse Cavell.

As once the woundcd soldier turnied
To lier, for refuge and for oid,

The creatures af the wild oalal find
Their refuge in hier inountain'à glade.

As we in piity sigb for bier,
And as for lber aur teardropas well,

The pineashahul sighi, the raina ahll weep
Upon the beighits of Mount Cayeul.

As she in England's histary
Shah aliine, a brigit. and glorlous muir,

J;o shall the stars far.flung, by God
Shine on lier morîntain tram afar.

As still iti4db.4p,ttie silence was
Jn thant îfim dawning wlien plie feil,

Sa stili anîd deep the snawa s shah fil,
Tlironghiout the yvars, on Mount Cayell.

Slîe di'*d f or En--land ! And bier naine
J.s i in ii 1b -r .,w itli earth's bravest, bet;

Pure as lier huvart, tia' huies blow
I poîî ii nicmn iititji'A mlofty crest.

Pure us lier life its loud-crowned
beigbts;

De*ep as lier love, emh dimpling deli;
GxIds grand(, îterna Imonument

Ii nin-nIor.y of N uirâe Caveul.
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