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have flot mnaae clear' It wua when, on
their return to tbe city, Kaswin learnt
that ini the white man's world gold duat
is theelixir of life. Stili t was ùot til
their alender store was ail but used, and,
Lombert, atili weak a dsick, became
anxious, that it occure to the boy te
speak.,1

"Prenty cf dust in Land of Littbe
Trees," bie anncunoed aimply, and when
questioned furtber hie explained i effeot,
that bis own father, who apparently
died of a mixture cf consumption, tobacco
amoke, and whisky, periodîcail becamne
tired cf bush life, whereuponhle would
shovel the neeessary 'quantity cf dust
from a oertamn creek, and partake him-
self to the city for another jamboree!

Anyhow, Lombert risked bis lust few
dollars on a trip to Kaswin's native land,
and to-day hie owes bis existence as a
mine owner to a simple act ofi charity
e3ktended towards two «starving cbidren
cf the woods, one cf the two being te-
day a highly educated Indian-a partnèr
in the Kaswin Mines. But stifl Kaswin
cuts the bacon, and still Lombert tells
him-"If you cut it thick, 1'il Sur cuf
ycu efly"'y

and sa the boy sat, dazed and numbed,
gcund. wbich at any other tirne wQu]
have struck instinctive terrot to hi
heat, floated over the tree tops. Tc
night he merely listened with vague in
teret, knowing it to be their death knel

Kaswin pseed no vivid imagination
nor did it need any to form a mentis
nicture of what the first nmen to visi
ombert cabin would find-the windoç

crasbed 4 e the ahanty a chaos, whil,
ce:Wn grim remnants would strew tb

Nearer and nearer came the ghos
voicea cf the hunting pack, till suddenli
the boy awakened,. as the bedlam a
Oound reached a wild crescendo, wbic]
ehook the very sbadows around bina
Kaswin rose, stooping forward, ever3
nerve of bis slim body tense and alert
It seemed that, in the twinkling o ai
eye, the mask cf civiization daoppec
from hua, and he became the true savag
-hunting or bunted, widely awàke U~
theprimeval battie for life.

Wht Kaswin's keen senses had dis-
oerned was that the creature the wolveE

wei*e running was following the lakE
nrgm, so that it would pass within
easy range cf the cabin. Attempting tc
rob a hungry pack at this season, and
in this locahity, was to say the least,à
form cf suicide, but there are men whi
prefer to die fighting than to freeze it-
ting.

A new light was'in the boy's eyes, ne%
strnsthsemed to possess bis hinha
à pe across to the wmndow tool

down a aportmng Merlin from its hioks,
and tottering undér bis load, crept out
into the 'moonlight, softly closing the
door behind bim.

All was very stili and silent, and the
Mod percclated through bis clothing as
though he were immersed in water. Then
came the sound of anow, brushed from a
branch-perhaps fifty yards distant, yel

oemm oud and terrifying. Scarcel3
=lied t subsided when t be wbole night
becaine hideous with frightening ~Aound.
It aeemed to corne from overhead and
every ide, enveloping hixu ini a tumult ci
ecrie eclices. The hunting pack was
literaily ail aroundblini

But if for a moment Kaswin's courage
'wavered, it was only for a moment, for
ere the echoes aubsided a dark, ungainly
shape burat from the edge of the clearing
and struggled into the moonlight-a moose
-a full grown eow moose, floundering
weakdy in the drifts,

Up went tbe aporting Merlin, and the
trigger cicked. No report! It was like
the apel cf a nightmare--game so near,
survival once more within sight, and-
the hermiesa licki

Kaswin knew bis weapon was useles-
knew that the intense cold-had, in those
few aeconds, paralyzed its working parts
after tbe warmth cf the sbanty, yet be
tco was paraiyzed. by the CeIlcf the
moment, by t he siglit cf that monster
cf the forest wallowing traight towards

hmas tbough to seek bis protection.
Tf?jn, as the moose drew near, Kaswin

cauglit the gleam cf the moonliglit on
white, extended nostrils. This hunted
and exhausted creature was Moosewa
wbo bard pressed by the wolves, had
beaided back towards the only place cf
aafety ahe had ever known! For just àgs
the redskin boy believed that the white
mnu he. served possessed some heaven-
bora power, se Moosewa, ini the hour cf
ber direst need, pimned her life on the
saine subtie belief, and souglit the pro-
tection cf man's omnipotent hand.

Straight towards the boy the cow moose
came cars extended, eyes widki andpleadmng, as an animai will se often go
to man when hard pressed by other foes.
OnIy a few paces away she stopped,
breathing heavily, forelegs wide apart,
and the two children cf the forest stared
into each other's eyes- by the pitiless
raya cf the Hunger Moon.

Then.the unexpected happened. Here,
the dumb creature had fet-here, at her
hone-was safety and protection, but
she had used up nature's narrow reserve
in getting there, for even as ber eyes met
those cf ber master, a dulîness cf the
long sleep, overshadowed them. Her
trembling flanks, caked and jewelled by
the frozen breath from lier nostrîls,
seemned te contract, her straddled fore-
legs lest their grip cf the snow, and

argling a moment she feil, stilI and
2lifel19., 'at the feet cf Kaswin-her friend
cf old.,

1 have said*that Lombert chtiîcked'bis
Claini, hmt the xvhv anc]the heef1r
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CI ~ A Stronuous Hefur

)(Continued frcm page 5)
-'wben 1 get -home 1T as! get a job lu one

cf the services. Now tell me about your-
V self." I

L "Well,,Mr. -Wendover-"i

k «I said 'Hugb' te my friends," ho In-
jterrupted.

t .She lcoked at hinij laugbed and
e blushed, and then began sibylyx.,

"Well, J-ugh--since ycu inai, My
e name is Eva Gaythorne-..-."

9 "«Gaythorne," he broke in. «"Have you
i a brother ? Was ho at Wadhamm four
?àyears aince?"

t "'Yes. RFe is in the I.CS. now."
r «We were chums. He called me Hugh,
band he *as Dicky te me. P'm more glad

than ever that 1 was about Beira, baat
night?"

"elast night," Eva Gsyfihorne àhud-
3dered. "OEh, that waa teyrible."

'¶l{ew did it corne about?1" ho asked.
"I came out bere four menthe ago as

ra governesa te the twc children cf an
rEnglishman who had married a Portu-
;guese. iThe woman did not like me, and

was at tirnea unspeakahly rude. I put
up with it as best 1 could, but after the
firat month that atout Germaan, his
naine is Hartzold-began to pester me,
and thue mother of my pupils, seeing that
it worried me, encouraged hlm. 1 was
iteipleffl, except that 1 snubbed the Ger-
man wbenever I eould. X week ego -he
asked -me te marry, and when 1 refused,
he threatened me, and I began te be
afraid. My employer being away. on
business at Loureaeo Marques, I com-
iplained te, the Portaguese womàn, who
cnly lsughed et me. im afraid I lest
xny temper, and she dismissed me on the
Ispot. IButyI didn't rare. 1 waa glad to
go. For a week I've been living et a
cheap hotel, waiting for the steamer. Yes-
termorning 1 sent my luggage down te
the steamship offices, and after dinner last
night when the steamer came in, 1 took

Ia trolley, meaning te go on board.
1-Hartzold nust Ibave been watching, he
muist have known, for just opposite the
house where you found me, the trolley
was thrown off the line, snd before I
could cry out, 1 was picked up, and
rushied into that bouse. Wiere-
Where-"

"Yes, 1 can guess the rest," -hoe aaid.
"Hartzold ia a ruffian. 1 thrashed hum
two years ago et Mezambiqué, and I
was actually running away from hirn
and from a policeman whom lbe bribed
to arreat me."

"Neyer," she cried. "Tell me."
Wendover toid ber what the reader

knows, and ended, "By goodluck, Inmust
Lave been une<nseious for quite a'long
time, after I fell from the roof, and hav-
ing revived, I was actually going hack
when 1 heard youi cry out."

'1It was Providente, " whispered the
girl.

'Perhaps," answered Hugli AWendover
gravely, but a week later, when ahe
agreed'te become bis wife, ho was quite
eonvinced.

First Lad'v-"Too bad Mrs. ý.-al-
iwas lbas sucb abominable weather for
lier afternoon teas."

Seeonil Laly--'Yes; she neyer peurs
but it rai ns"-Tit -Bits.
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