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fDog?
Ilutrations by Louis Fancher

Sont of veicome?; that vas in the
*a~rd.brighbt and eariy the next morning,

hag ieg stail nineteeui te the dozen
in rapturous greeting? the dog that
adopted you se bard and fast that
,eother, father, cook, aunt, uncie, al-
vers unable to disabuse his mind of
thie legality of the affair? the .dog tbat
Vpas permttcd, perforce, to remain and
beeome Yours? Neyer. Pat is un-
forgetabe-a very Sirius in. the constel-
lations 'of memory.

pat seemed to be bis name froin the
@t&rt. You neyer had a doubt about
j. There vas no necd. Pat anavereci
te Pat as to the mandier bora. Be
seomed, moreover, embiazoned with the
»aMe Pat froin stemn to stera. It
vas preposterous to think that lhe had
iver been calied anytbing cisc. Be
arived on the highway of Wour 1f e
already named and tickcted as youirs
-Mie that forward young woman la
the mytboiogy book vbo sprang ful
grovnanad eompletely armed from ber
father's head or helmet, or sometbing.
You vere glad she vas armed, and. you
often vondcred whether or not she vas
iegged, too; but as she got around
ia the upper vorld coasiderabiy and
performed a lot of deeds for yen te
study, she probably vas. What a re-
liefPat vas sftcr myths! Be vas
se lntensciy reai.

But ho was nothing te look at. No,
indeed. Bis homelincss vas of a stera
mnd unimpeachable character. Perhaps
that is vhy they ail hated him 80,
for growa-ups are always partial to
such of their animais as are nies look-
lng-inciuding their eilidrea. A plain
cbiid ibas to walk an awfully straight
ytb. Crtainiy Pat vas no beauty.
He vas of a dirty white froin tip te
tUp and hie bad a diabolical black smudge
around one cyc. Two black eyes might
lave made for symmctry, therefore was
Pat denlcd them. Nature accorded te
rat no mcanest advantage. Bis one
black eye gave hlm, a frightfui pro-
soibed and sinister appearance. It was
as if some flend had fashioncd him la
a'moment of sport and then diad chascd
hm from Rades with an ink bottie.

But he vas aIl yours-tbat vas his
one and sufficient bcauty. He stuck
to you as no. shadow could stick, ia-
siependent quite of wherc the sun hap-
pened to be la the heavens. A sbadow
is a mere fair-weather friend, and
ficlein l compaison with Pat. The
only times ho vas ever in doubt of
your vhereabouts (and no wonder) vas
wben you were polisbed off and haled
to church; and when ho flnaily found
you, after i. pantiag scarch and in the
middceof the sermon, bis conversation
on the subject was poignant. The min-
ister and the coîgregation ail looked at
you ' ith remonstrance - as if yen
had been the barker.

in certj!fl Lfoughtlessnesses

In the way of hiding
bis crimes from the hard-
hearted others, yfour- aformed servicesfo a
wbich you wouid have
hated to perform for the
angel Gabriel. Your own
ciustered oins vere few
and f airiy coverabie comn-
pared wth the frightful
thimgs Pat could d%, and
did, do.

Will you ever ferget
that morning when you
found h imn careening
around the gardoni with a.
rose-bush inibis Jaws?
That bcast of aplant was
aainpered tbing, a kind Pat was no
of fanily pt, an d -beauty

was a Lbt roked 10
sloop every night; it was certainlY
watcbed .every minute of the day and
ite wreti buds counted every" half
bour. Wefl, Pat eûowed him.self a.
connoisseur. That was the bush hoi
wanted and no other. It brancbedl
frein his glad head like -the boras of a.
deer, and the more ianguishedi you br-
came in an attempt to recover it, the
more of a. game Pat took it te be. The
bush was a sorry thing whcn yoix final-
ly did recover it. You had to manicure
it for a full fifteen minutes before you,
could -tell it froin pea brush. Then
you replanted it; and you bad to rake
the wholc bcd te bide your traces. Your
particular Nemesis must have been te
a bail game, or something, that morn-
ing;- for it mercifuliy came on to rain.
Seldom indeed did the elements conspire
any way but against you. Still, ramn
it did; and yoii wcre saved, for the8ub-.
sequent death of that rainzrefresibed
bush vas a slow and somewhat normal
affair, and was attributed to blight.

Then the fearful afternoon whcn you
caught him trotting to the lava vith
the hum 'bone which vas te forar the
nucleus of that night's supper - whab
a soul-searing time you. had trying to
trim that manglcd bone back te sons
faint semblance of its former seemly
self; and the horror you endnredl at
the -table during the few tense moments
that the maternai eye studied that bone
disapprovingly; and the cool thankful
perspiration vhich poured down your
,Épine vhcn the maternal. edit vas that
no servant couid be trusted!

The slippers you had te retrievel The
ebewed peqs and pencils you bad to
bura. Thé hoes yen- had te fil11 up!
The footmarks you had to crase I The
meat and milk that you vere forced
to pilfer! The milk matter vas easy,
though; for a trifle of water added to
the pitcher fixed that. But obtaining
meat vas a harder job. You endired
ail the pangs of a father of a family
vith a strike "on" and the prie of
bief "up." Yon used te try sliding
your portion of the rosast to Pat at dia.
ner time, under the table; but hoecx-
posed the combine by snapping bis pava
gratefully together and siobbering an
aùdible appreciation of your bountY.
1'hen, of course, the Assembled Don'ts
got in an interdiet. And vlîy? Wasn't
it your meat, once it was on your plate?

But tbcy begrudged Pat cverything,
even his optimism. Re could not s0
much as wag bis tail that somebody did
not make unpieasant mention of fleas-
the inference being that Pat shook fleas
from that amiable stump much as dew ia
scattered f rom a waving branch. Elcas!
Wboever heard of such. a thing? Wby,
if you bad been given five cents cach for
cvery flea on pat's wholc body you
would't bave bail enough money te
huy a bicycle-a bigh-grade one, that la.
And the qucer way tbey had of trans-
ferring the odium to you of ail that vas
reprehiensible in your pet. You vers
made to feel that cvery solitary flea vas
a plague spot due to youirrwn stainedi
and niutilated souil; that had you been
fair and unsmirched from your infaacy
up, Pat would have been fleaiess. The
absurdity of this ineyer struck you until
it m-as years too late. At the time
you feit that it vas ail more or les
probable. Sins and their punishments
wcre mysteries together. You neyer
quite knew what everything vas al
about. Such tinies as vour conscience
was as pure as an Easter lEly, soibeone
woiild box your head nearly off your
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