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bouses. It was not like the dull roar of thun- tad t
der nor like the. Éonorous explosion of cannonban
but. rather a sharp', harsh cl"h as if a Pluto- nd

rock were hurled on sorne'great metallic nk
shield. lËn and wom''n* staýted to their feet' in.

eh-ildrengwoke''intheircrudles. ý1La'débac1&lý"''
was the univcràal cry.

a moment, the hill-side and ' the. edge'of TI
-the- bank'beIoýý' were crowded with people.

ýaâAnd wbat- -a spectacle. met their cya 1 - The'
niýht, which - was .pitchy * dark befère, was

illuminated by crepuscular gleams. ý It was, rok
the'-gl'astly -irradiation of the .ice, piled. up

now. in all kinds of fantd'stie ledges and blockse ý.411 s i c
herc.in tlie..sh.ý-t'pe of'a pyramid, there, in ' the

form. of a Gothie castle or Cathedral,'and yow.
der in an incongruous hcàp of phosphorescent >
frafrménts

kP y 'suggýstive of an eartbquaké or a
wreck. The' *ater roared and hissed as.-It

struclz 'against a s'olid barÉier or struggled ý,1 , ,throu-h a narrow apertirrè. Now it boom'd , A!like ri Ë«om'e gigan- àà Va cataràct as it toppled'ove,-, ar(
tic 'crag, thèn murmurud -like a; brook, when lie

it crept over the open spaces. The wind blew he:
a-hiirri'èane. It seenied as if an array of blasts* "de
and eurr(.ntA, ice-bourid durijng. thé w'infer,.had 'dea

been lét loose. with the 'OP(.,nlng of. the river, f t .
and-*ivere.-now c. wilçlly in the cruel ex-jreeriù, Witt
u ' Itation ' s of recovered freedozù. ' Wh ' o-knows mal-wh ether. -the old fiane'y, of the lEolian *cave Fhave- not some scientific réa ' lity ? butIt-. ivas an hour ofagony and suspense. oveIfrigh'teied inhabitiaits stood thure waiting for houthé wo'rst. "As yet, tlfe'èoiild d 0* noilling. Be-lie&Lind the M' * wère tlwi * r homes" ivhich the ice tbenii-lit tý«,ir a-n-avi or th'e ivater submerge.* 'Be-b - up
'fore tli(ýM7 somc tinfortiiiiàte.,Victirns might be and

1- M_ - Ilfoi tliQïr livùs, ba« in- been- caught
up.iil.'tlie lotinsting of tlic -,%-at(ýrs. There was Th(

it Vone e1ance. If -. second shov'e, qqual in force neN
to the finst 7 came'on soon, all.diliger would be flocpast, becau-se ' the sli6 ' (ýl,- ivou'Id " bcsure to clear Wïtthe- streaiii. If, on th * c -c ' ontrary, a sufficient furinterval ý1 4sed to allow the ice to're-forni a

on-litt1eý,the consequenccswould bcmostdisa4.;ý_
daiUnfor-trous whf ' !n the final èoll,,,ips ' e came. do(tuný,.ïtely,.'thi.; verything happened. croTen minirtcs- elapsc.d--7-tw(ýiity, thirtý, forty

mintites---an' hour pàssed bý, and no Cèhange wb

took plaée. ý The ice stôèd firm, though the '.th.(
. waters thundered and tlic-winds'roared as in tu]

mid-sea. th,,ý

Thére wa's anold man" who watcheïd the
catastrophe in all its phas . es,-with more- calln' Sb

bc-than the rest, aiîdý"perhaps, with more intelli wl,gefice. It was*the bellman of the church. 1Tý'
had foretold. from, the beginning of the even- da

ing how. events * woffld ttirn'- out, and a;t-'this
sta-e declarc around him- that'the

ed - to those
_kýbjcrisis would come. on at nine o1clock.

a"Be on the aler't," said -lie. 1 am goincr b'to the iowerl to', soun&- the'..tocsin at that :iý
moment. W6 must arouse the peoýle of the 11 911 . 1> tlhýneighbourJn-., ranges, in case their help. isc ',ei al

ncededý. That isy if they can Itear the bell-,
CIwhich I doubt.' Then if an y should' be on

-hour, the sound of, ygthe. iceý at that,.dreadful 
'blthe bell may indicaté to, them. where to direct ýh1

their cries. God help us and. them, 1 It is a -
fearful débacle Pl

nos.ý

slightly d în the nèbulous at'mosphere, like- onè,'

of thosé semaphores set upon rocky ledges in.

the seà, or at.the head of mountàin vi . adu ' é t. s

to, signal -danger or distress., -Old farmers

pointed with trc'mbling.finger'to that

Cloudsý.upon-clouds oi mist ar ' ose fràm the

direction Of the city, like tlie--.smoke of battle

or of a great cotifl,ý-tgrati(')ii,,shooting'up*rapidly'
in -straight. lines, or s1owly in languid -spirails,

till reaching a higher stratus of air,, they
bankedin côrnpact terraces ove'r the broad sur- i

face of the -river. The horizon was ýazy. and

indistinct, now streaked with bars of pmr1y
whiteness, then dimmed with masses of flo at-

ing-shadow.' At 'times 'the sounds of bells

the criés of men and. animals ' C'otild bc heard

fiom '-one banl-z to the ' oilier; then, as some 'sudden atmosphéric change toôk -place, all

sounds were. dead(ýned-,, and the silence'wa*s
painftil. Evidently, thure ivas -the shock- -of

cutreût' >and coui;ter-ciirrcnts on the', face of
the river, and -the, mysterious gyrations, of

some cosmic force down.in its Ilidden depths.
All physi ' cial -science is mercly empiriic.,, We

note signs',, but we c,innot invcýtjgate causési

and it is as W'elltF.at it shotild. -bc se,' for' if the
eleménts were'unývei 1 cd to Il eve, n i n 4 (flinipse,.

We sh'uld -be appalled- from allfurt.her re-
search'.

The foreno'on passeil thus.' Tfie faimiersqaid
that if no é hànge' t'ok place at miýri(liaù« the.

day would go on darkeninI', alid tbere wotild
-bea'crisîsofsomekindt)uforeiii-litf.ill.- Tlivre.
was.no change at noon. ' The sun
little, once, or t,%ýicc,"tj1en disappeared com-

pletely. The wind ro > sc graduàI lyfirst brush-

ing the liglit snow'from tli.'e s*tirt-tec pf-ýtlie ice

then reaéhing to, the upper -layér.q.yf vqýP0u'

tore them inslireds and drovc -theni ljcItcr-ý

skeltér a ' long the sky.
crok;singfrom'ýn'e bank. t'O t4je otitur, loolied

Jike muffledý giants stailý.in" on the cd -ýs of'
the hori,.ton.'. Such àpparifiOIISýdvucto refrac--

tien-arc frequent in bôrcal eli,--nates'and give

rise to many superstitiý)ns. The'. travellers
îheznsclves were .-as friglitened -aq , thosc on-

shore,ý for the ice* cracI,.I(ýd everýyWhere rLndýJr

their Èeet,.Iund'ulated at.ýimes- like a moltun
mass 'and the water gurýýinýr undér the 'nu-

7 l - tD
Merous air-holes, scerhe.d- ever about to burst :J
thrôugh and over'floýýv.

Evening came'at last,.ýand with it a su.dden

iul! in the storm.. Tlie.Angelù''s bellsfrom. the

turret of Varennes church answered, across the
ice.the silver peal*of the Poinic-aux-Trembles

chimes. This -S the signal for the crowd
thatlined the 1ýZgiIands during the da'ý toýre-

turn to 'their homes.ý Some' hoped that the..
lweath" wbuld moderate. but-the more ]%-no*w-

in shook thuir heads' and. -predicted'that the
Present'calm was 4he forerunner of a more

:fÜrious storm. For-that. reason m,,iny prepared
to their look-.but,.rather than go in *to,
supper.

Aù hour * late'r,'while the 'inhabitants of » Va,

xennes were quietly seated âround their tabIe's
near thoir firesides-many of them -perhaps, -

qu'te forgçtfal of the. portents of the day-
lÙiey were suddenly startIed by a terrible sound

seeme -to rock. the- undatio-ns-of their.
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