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On the Writing of Books

THE MATTER OF CHURCH UNION CAME BEFORE
Legislative Assembly in 1925, in all its fury and bitter.
ness. We who were Methodists or Congregationalisgs
knew very little of the trials our Presbyterian friends
were enduring. As a matter of history, the subject of
the union of the three churches was first thought of by
the Presbyterians. Many years before. So no matter
what happened afterwards, to the Presbyterians belongs
the honour of instituting the first move.

The Methodists and Congregationalists went into
union without a dissenting voice, but in many places the
Presbyterians suffered all the heart scaldings of a family
quarrel.

To some of the older people the Act of Union tore at
their hearts like the burning of the peasants’ cot
when the landlords in the Highlands of Scotland wanted
room for their hunting. If they had been asked to burn
their Bibles and deny their Lord they could not have
been more fiercely rebellious.

I did not know this until a delegation came before the
Legislative Assembly to present the case against Union,
We all knew, of course, that some of the Presbyterians
thought the prestige of their church would suffer if th,
united with the Methodists. One dear old lady saiq it
was “just as if the son of a nobleman forgot his station
and married the servant girl.” But after we listeneq to
one of the speakers of the delegation we knew thap it
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