
-P--R--O.111NEST MES OF CAJVADA.

tutions, nioulded her history, and a careful perý-
usal of their laws, and the circumstances %vith
which they were surrounded, aniply testify to
the truth of the above contention. While not
wishincr to be invidious, or desirinc, to belittle
the work of any class or section in connection
with the early liistory of the country, still the

ahilit , courage, and endurance, aiýd -all thât
tiiese qualities liave accomplislied in the lives

and work of the United Empire Loyalists, de-
illand more than a passill"f 110tice, for the an-
mils of history;'. 'ancieiit, or modern, (Io not

contain any record that equals the self-denial
froin the sacrifices made, or the hardships en-
dured, by those noble people in their successful

erideavour to reinain true to the land of their
birtli, aiid their deteriiiiiiation to live and (lie

under -the protection of that flac, which t4) thein
was a synonvin of civil al)(1 libert aiid

w,,i..-, revered and loved for all the âallowed and
sacred tr;tç.litiotis,-,ts.sociatc(l with it. Sentiment

ivas stroii(r in tliese patriots, and the counted
not their coinfortable homes, tlieir wealth, and
iii sonie iiistaiices great possessions, de;ti. Unto
thein. but ratlier fliali do -,ý-ioIeiice to t1ieir con-
Scielice, tliey left the Luid ()f their adoptioïl, and

cultiesset-
tled in wliat is ilow 1,-Iil)Nvll as caliada. No por-
tioil of tlie 1)()IïlirlioIl is richer il] historie lore of
the work aiid lives of tliose distitiguislied people,
t1lail ensteril caliadai and in tlie Ottawa Valley

can be fotind soiiie of tlie best illustrations of
their hardships and acconiplisliiiierits, and in
order tliat sucli may be intelliýreiitly'uii(ler.ý-t(.)(-KI,

,we Nvill brieflv (riVe s0ille facts abf)ut the couli-
trv, aii(l the impressimis then existin- reýrardimr

it. C;tii;t(1;15 at the I)e"illtlillý, of the preselit
cetitury, was, little- understoo)(1, and die province

()f Ontario wj,ý ' alinost ui-iknown by even. the in-
liabitants of Nvliatare nov knowii as the Eastern

Stiates, the -prevailing -impression being that it
was an inaccessible foi-est, wifli in inhospitable

chinate, liavin « iiothing to recominend it but
abundance of gaine, and even this was associated
%vith the doubtful accoinpaniment of numerous
tribes of savage Lidians. The beautiful and
fertile Ontario of to-day %v.ýi.,; regarded ws an im-
possibility, and tliis portion of i -orth Ainerica
was looked upon as a place where existence was

barely possible, without a future other than the
continued asyluin of the aborigines. But not-

withstandincr all these forbodincr and discourag-
incr statements, this misrepresented country had
one claim, to, those peopleýs regard, they knew

that it was British territory, an intecrral por-
tion. of that crreat empire ý whose crrowth had
been. attained by the prowess of that race to
whieh they beloncred, and whose success in arms
had been consecrated by their forefathers' blood.
And so, with that same noble patriotism and
dauntless couragre that - had inspired their wor-
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thy sires, they resolved to brave all the terrons
of pioneer life in that uninviting country, and
there found an English-speaking community,
owning allegiance to the British crown, and loyal

to, the best instincts and traditions of their race;
and the Ontario of toý1ay is the best evidence of
how they accomplislied. this great work, and the
only monument that could do even scant, justice

to their niernory. Prol),ably no one living can
claini more direct descent, or is more purely of
U. E. Loyalist stock, than Hebron Hariis, Esq.,
of the city of Ottawa. Both his father and.
mother's families m-ere of those who emigrated
to Canada riather than forswear tlieir fealty ti)

wli.at they believed the properly coiistituted
authorities, and - his fiatliers proper, -%vlio were

Puritans, twice Within a feW (renerations went
iiiti) voluntary exile rather thait. (Io violence to

theil, C()Ilscieiiti(.)Us convictions, or counten ' ance
a ( whose claini to their obedience

wa.; not fouiided in iirlit. '31r. Hariisýs frand-
father was a of New Hampshire, and in
tlie year 1778 left the lAace of his birth and all
his %V(>rl(lly possessions, and with Il'is fainily caille
to Canadai and settled in the township of Ox-

ford, in the county of Grenville, then an un-
brt)ken foi-est, and unînhabited save I)v Indians,

for lie was the first white settler ii) tlià localitv,
aiid here it inay be iiientiojied tliat one of die

frreat becitefits iliese men conferred on tlieir coun-
try wins the nianner in whicli they treated the

11;diail. ilieil are ral-ely aild these
]lien proved no) excel)tioli to the rule, they illade
allowance for the mittitored and by 1we-

cept and exýxiiil)le succeeded in wiliiiiiii, the re-
spect and affectioii of this t1wii nuiiierous bo(ly,
and ther(A)v one ý'1.eat ause of al i
die existence of whicli would li,,t%-e (1()i)e iiiiicli
to 31r. Harris's father, ffe-

bron Harrisi w;Ls only six Vears of Lire wlien lie
came to Canada, and when lie grew up engagred
in fannin(r and contractin(r. He wa.,; a nian of
irre;It energy, and was ainoncy the first wlio t(x)k
riafts front tlieOttýtNý-,t to Quebec ; this w,,L; long
before the Rideau Canal w.4s built, and thev

were forced to teain it across the Pot-taire, lit
being found impossible to run the Falis. In

l$12) his father volunteered for the defence of
his country, and was placed in cortiniand of a

company stationed at Point R.ockw'.-,ty, below
Prescott, where they opposed the crossing of the

Americans ; and later on, in spite of the alinost
impassable roads, he and his two sons were

actively engagred, in the battle of the Windmill.
Mr. Harris's father had moved to Burritt's
Rapids, and there remained ' until after the
Rideau Canal was, built, when he moved to Marl-
boro', three miles from Kempville, and there re-

mained. to live until his deatli, at the agre of 68
years. Possibly no O-ne ever had a more tho-

rough experience of pioneer life, or knew from,


