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tation of our nerves, and g0 has the elephant
The elephant could takea manup on his
trunk and pitch him on his back, and ifI
agserted that the mosquito could not do the
same, following his process of reasoning in
the present case, the learned gentleman would
contradiot me snd refer to the clephant n
proof of hisopinion The reasomng in the
one case 18 ag good ag that 1n the other, and
when the honorable gentleman undertook to
onst a doubt on the authority ot Lord Mans-
field I am again involuntarly %t foreibly
reminded of the mosquito and the etephant
[ think I have shown plainly that therc is no
compsarison between the two Legislatures, —I
have shown that it does not follow that bex
onuse the Imperial Parliament can alter the
constitution, the Parhisment of Nova Scotia
can do 8o too But he has asserted thatthe
Legislature of Nova Scotia had rcpestedly
altered the Constitution. There I am at issue
again with the hon member as tothefacts This
Legslature has 1 no single instance altered
the constitution, but has always enacted 1it3
laws within the range of the constitutional
authority conferred by the charter and the
instructions of which I have spoken. ‘‘But,”
says the honorable member for Inverness,
“‘has not this Legislature altered the polling
districts throughout the country? Have they
not increased the representation of one coun=
ty and lessened that of another? and is this
not an alteration of the constitution?”” My
answer is, no. These were no violations of
the constitution. At thetime when the Gov-
ernor was ordered to call our assembly for
the purpose of making laws there was no
subdivision into counties, the country was
sparsely populated, no survey had been made,
and as & consequence the Province was as it
were all one county. The instructions from
the home government tell the Governor and
Council, in calling together the Legislature,
to make such distribution of the seats as they
thought proper, so that they acted under
the constitution throughout When the
country wag gubdivided mto townships and
counties, 1t became necessary to alter the res
presentation, and thus the whole proceedings
to which he refers are strictly within the
Limits of constitutional authority

Then again the honorable member referred
to the caso of Cape Breton, and asked, ** Did
not the King in counail by proclamation
unito Cape Breton and Nova Scotia?”’ He
did ; and that circumstance goes to maintain
the Jine of argument which I have adopted
What was the ocondition of Cape Breton?
She wag a conquered colony, and from the
time of the conquest of Lowseburg was held
by the sovereign of England a8 his estate in
feo simple. The King had the whole legisla-
tive power in himself and he chose to govern
the colony, as a crown colony, under certain
regulations made by himself, through a Gos
vernor and Council TheParliament of Engy
land or that part of it consisting of Lords
and Commona had nothing to do with the
matter. for as I said the King was owner of
Cape Breton. He did not give 1t the same
charter as ho gave to Grenada and the older
colonies, but continued to rule 1t as sole le-
gislator until he thought proper to confer the
privileges that he had conferred on Nova

Scotia. The hon gentlemsn will not pretend
to say that Cape Breton ever had san assem-
bly or any body resembling a legislature to
make lawa for the country  When the King
thought proper to avpex the island to this
Province he did not infringe the lawsof Nova
Scotia but imparted the bleesings of the con-
stitution of Nova Scotia to his subjects in
Cape Breton, and when the people of the
island foolishly objected to the transfer and
went home with their case to the Judiciary of
England, they werc told and told properly
“‘the Kinglowns you, and 88 he thought pro
per to dispoee of you he had a right to do so,
because he held y ou in absolute sovereignty *°
That 1llustration therefore goes te support
my argument

Then, again, the hon member asked us if
tho Legialature of Nova Scotia did not confer
universal suffrage on the people, and in do-
g 8o change the constitution ? [ reply, No
It was not a Legislature that gave umversal
suffrage; the original commission was to the
‘¢ planters and freebolders,”” and they alone,
in conjunction with the Governor and Coun-
cil, could make laws The Governor repre-
gented the Sovereign, and the Sovereign had
retained in his hands power to abrogate any
statute of tho Legislature e had retained
all the powers which he did not confer on theo
people of Nova Scotia, and thoee powers
were by no means imconsiderable Havino,
then, given the privilege of legislation to the
planters and freeholders, he had a right
afterwards to give that privilege to the rest
of the people. Therefore, without violating
the constitution, but 1n the exercise of her
Royal authority, by aseenting to an act of
our Parliament, the Queen extended the pri-
vilege, formerly limited tc the freeholders
and planters, to the houscholders and other
inhabitants of the country Wo were told
that®n another occasion the whale constitu-
tion was convulged and o verthrown by a sort
of political earthquake—that the whole of
the old Council of Twelve who exorcised les
gislative and executive functions were dis-
misged by a single #troke of the pen of the
Colonial mimster, and thus a complete revor
lution was effected. In that statement of the
case the hon member 18 greatly mistaken.
Whose Council was that? It wes the same
Council that the King had ordered to be
summoned when he gave the charter to Loxd
Cornwallis That charter ordered the Gov-
ernor to seleot and choose & Councn who
should hold ofhce at the will of Iis Majesty
These twelve Councillors were the legal aucn
cesgors of the first Councillors, and at the
time they were dismissed were holding their
sents at the Council Board at the pleasure of
the King or Queen, and were hablé to be
called upon at any moment, as they were on
the revision of our institutions, to resign
their commiesions and give place to substi-
tutes So that in no one of those cases was
our constitution invaded.

But the argument of the hon member as-
sumed a position which is by no means
granted, and that is that 1n case of Confede-
ration our Constitution wes changed by our
Legislature He assumed that to be a fact
which i8 not consistent with the truth. The
Legislature of Nova Scotia has never been a



