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B Ypermuission of the publisher, WILLIAM BRIGGS,L.Toronto., we are reproduig a chapter, "Canada
and Woman," frorn the book , "The Fair Domi-

nion." The author, Mr. R. E. Vernede, îs an English
journalist, who visited Canada during theyear and
wrote bis impressions for the London weeky, "The
Bystander." The chapter to whch we have referred
bas much that will interest our readers, especially
those of the West.-EDIrOR'S NOTE.

FEW books are complete nowadays without a chapterF on the womnan question. Man can be rae
of in between; one would not as yet care to write

a book without mentioning man in it. As a sub-
sldiary agent for keeping the world going man is still
not without bis importance. But woman, as I bave
said, mnust bave a chapter to herself. And since 1
unwittingly arrived on the Iast page at the subject
of womans work ini Canada, I will pause-even on
the threshold of the mountains-and go further into
the matter.

The most noticeable thing about woman in Western
Canada is that she has not yet arrived there. If
any one wished to get an idea of how the world would
arrange itself supposing there were no women in it at
all, they would have to g o a littie further north and
west, into some of the Briis Columbian valleys or
into the Yukon country, and look around.

What a simple world it seems. No clothes question,
no wasbixig, the simplest cookery, one mani one plate
(and that plate neyer washed), one knife for eating
witli or for sknning a grizzly bear, no carpets or. mr-
tains in the bouses, no dustings or spring-cleanings,
no knick-knaàks Vo lcnock over or break, no fiowers
without or within except such as grow wild, no luxu-
ries, in short, either te enjoy or to pay for, and a ter-
rible amount of dirt. That is the physical aspect of
the. world without womnen.

The. spiritual side of it is less easy te arrive at.
These bachelors you see in the backwoods are a slent
people, lacking in self-oonsciousness, and, I daresa~r
inm aaners, but law-abiding and amiable and peculiar y
handy. Ail men are handy who have not womnen
to steal that talent fromn theni; and most womenless
men are silent too. On. knows, of course, that bores
naay be found among mes at tumes, but neyer chatter-
boxes. There is something Vo b. said for the view
that speech arose by womnen putting questions so often
that mnen were drives, la sheer weariness, te make
answers.

Does it seem an unattractive 1f e that these hardy
achelors have perforce te live? Perbaps. But you

wll not id them bemnoasing their lot That is not
he way of bachelors.. W. know they are te b. nitied.

k, leaLve no
their toil,
s wbo live

skilled la the arts that have te do with personal decora-
tion, such as millinery, dressmaking, etc., could make
their way there.

Factory work la Canada is bardly wortb going into
here, the chief point about it being that wages are of-
course higher; nor did I notice any unusual professions
engaging tbe attention of women, unless it were the
checking of parcels and the playing in hotel orchestras,
neither of which requires a man's strength.

FRENCH Canada offers employmnent te but very
fe.Western Canadians suiff at the Habitants

because they let their womnen work la the fields,
haymaking and hoeng. But the idea of using womes
as outdoor workers is not so uncivilised as -it looks te
those unaccustemed Vo seelag it. Ethnologists are
agreed nowadays that 'the tribes in which women do
the field work are noV the least but the most civilised,
and maintain that the position of women among such
tribes is bigher than amorig any others. Women
began te, work out-of-doors because the primitive
peoples believed in a connection betwees their fertility
and that of the earth; and where they do such work,
womes are always the keepers of the grain store-hold
in their bands, that is to say, the food upon which the
life of the tribe depends. The most honourable
Primitive customs are not always the best la modern
times, but there cari be no doubt of the fertiity of the
French Canadians.

As one goes West, womnan becomes more of an îndoor
creature; and this ay b. due te the greater chivalry
of their men folk. But one bas te rememiber that the
great charni Canadian life, especially on the prairies,
is an outdoor charm-working in the exilarating
air-noV cookng over a bot steve ladoors. On. hears
of a few cases la whicb womes bave taken up farming
or vegetable gardening and made a success of it,' but
no orie could honestly say that the fortune awaiting
women who ake up such work is usually a great one.
The. work is too bard, especially la the winter time.
Chicken-ranching is perhaps easier; but the real de-
mand in the. West is f or women Vo do that housework
wich the mes bave not time for. At such work
capable women can earn froni three te five pounds
a month witb board and lodging; and wbile they are
likely to find it ratIer harder-certainly noV les bard-
than sirilar work at home, it has compensations
besides the money te be made by i. For one thing
there is non. of tue odinni that attaches Vo iV la the
older countries. The cook is as good as bier employer,
who probably did tue cook's work for years before
the. Cook was Vo ha had. It is natural that the work
wbich most ladies have Vo do for hemselves, because
neither love nor money can obtala them aubstitutes,
should loe its mesial and unpleasant aspect, and the
finest ladies la western Canada do it unasharned.
Ofteni their guests will help thern Vo wasb up, and even
preare the dinner. Personally, I found myselfbecoming quite expert at cleanmng flsh for a hostesstwho thereafter cooked it and dished it up, and yet

a~~ d at table as fresb and elegant and apparestly
lesrdas any lady who keeps a staff of servants la

the old country. And Ifoudasîgot ontbatî1
rather liked cleaning fish.c

IV stands Vo reason that the lady help is not wanted.
The precise duties demanded of such a lady are always
a littie nisty, but I imagine that they include a littie
sewing and a littIe reading, the ability to chat pleas-
antly, te be go-eprd(adpsil Poetn)
Vo feed tue canary, and, at a pinch, even Vo cdean out0
its cage. Non. of VIes. talents are needed in a n.w
country, and I heard of forty women who were on the 0
bookj an esaployment office in Calgary, ail wanting
te be lady helps a nd alikelv to z on ,,ntn itl F

or local government authorities in Canada would do
weil to support. 0f course the Young Women'sChristian Association already gives much help, in thisdirection, but it cannot be expected to have brancheseverywvhere New towns andi settiements are plannedand put tbrough very quickly in Canada, and wherevertbey result in creating a demand for womes's work,some sucli centre for girls asnear the railway depotas possible should bc started. For one thing it wouldfacilitate the engagement of girls, for another it wouldattract a better class. Proc6ably the best openingsof ail for women la Caniada--educated womien, I mean-are la the big cities of the furthest West. In Van-couver and Victoria wealtliy people reside who, canafford to pay for such luxurjes as private school-mastresses and governes.s And the supply of wornenis noV so great there. Women also seem te be moreemployed there as hotel mianageresses and under-manageresses, and as cashiers la hotels and offices.I neyer heard of women belag real estate agents, butin a profession la which the arts of persuasion plaYa leading part, there seems no reason why they shouldnot alune. Of bachelor girls, living their own lives,I bave also rieyer heard lanVthe West. They couldhardly have the hearts te do it with so many bachelormen wasting their lives arouind Vhem.
On the whole, the position of woman in Canadais one of honourable teil ligbtened by the. high coni-sideration lanwhich they are held. They have hardlyas yet obtained that dominant super-mas eminencewhicb American W.omen are said te occupy. That is,perh-aps, because they have not gone in so mucli forthat culture and social fastidiousness by the. lack ofwhîch la theinselves some Arnerican husbands are miade

to feel their inferiority. On the other basd they seemto keep their men folkc contested, and reman contentedwith- themn. Divorce is, 1 believe, uracommon in
Canada.
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