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‘tteit latest news from Newfoundland
ion maPI'Obable tha‘t the strain of the sit-

R l‘esz 8oon be relieved,and constitution-
event t‘:‘eﬂ. .In some respects the course

i colog: 61'6.18, perhaps, uniquein Brit-
Q vern,:lal hls.tory. The spectacle of a
maj"l‘ity e'l‘]t ‘W!nch had not a constitutional
oty n’nt oiding office by virtue of the
fnt of ‘G;Ov?rnor’s ' appointment, and
r%entativ"e using to give the people’s re-
Maing; it €s an o;?p-ortumty to- pronounce
mg 4, i(: :‘;\d waiting for deliverance to
in ronoy 'rough the action of the courts
Wothe, ;‘cmg one Government seat alter
on, ig 5 8cant in consequence of corrup-
to the emi‘ngular one indeed. And, to add
en; . arracsment, the de facto Govern-
ing 0“0 money.at its disposal, and is
Teay, of n the. business of the country by
i public funds, which it has no
t, nt::tlf!h without sanction of Parlia-
ing to a favourable House one
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day to pass a bill ¢f indemnity. The whole
course is rather high-handed on the part of
both Governor and Government, but pro-
bably defensible on sound principles. But
recent cables report that one after another
of the fraudulently-elected representatives
is falling before the courts, 8o that the men
in power may soon be able to meet the puri-
fied House, with a comfortable majority.

When some erratic silver-advocate in
the Republican ranks, in the United States,
proposed to bring England to terms on the
silver question by scourging her with a
hostile tariff, mo:t members of the party
declined to take so absurd a proposal ser-
jously. But now no less a person than ex-
Speaker Reed, the Republican leader in
Congress, and one of the ablest, and, to use
a favourite word with our American ex-
changes, most level-headed men in Congresg,
has declared in favour of the same policy.
Some Republican journals refuse to believe
that their famous leader could have uttered
such nonsense, and say there must be some
mistake in the record., Others disregard
party trammels so far as to denmounce the
proposal, regardless of its source. On the
other hand, the Nation deems it not im-
probable that this scheme, or  gome simi-
Jar picce of demagogy, may find a good deal
of support among the politicians who run
Republican conventions and make the party
platforms.”  The United States Congress
will cut a strange figure indeed when it
comes before the civilized world in belliger-
ont attitude to declare that it will not
permit its people to buy British goods,
which they want, until Britain has consent-
ed do what Oongress tells her to do in regard
to the silver question. The protectionist’s
faith in what can be done by means of the
tariff is sublime.

Wo have never been able to sympathize
with the kind of patriotism which binds its
possessor to uphold his country, “ right cr
wrong,” and deems it a crime to speak an
unpleasant truth lest it be turned to account
by a foreign critic. But we know no law
of truth or honour which makes it the duty
of a Canadian patriot and member of Parlie-
ment to seck to promote Canadian interests
“ by placing in the hands of the legislators
of another country a knowledge of the means
by which Canada can be coerced for her own
good,” to borrow the Montreal Witness' ac-
curate description of the policy which Mr.
Charlton claims to have been pursuing in
his correspondence with certain influential
Americans in the matter of the proposed
export duty on logs. We do not believe

that the best interests of the Canadian
lumber trade, as a whole, would be pro-
moted by the imposition of such a duty, but
very much the reverse. But should the
dominant party in the House of Commons
be so blind _ as to be about to repeat the
log-taxing experiment, of which there
seems to be no immediate danger, we can-
not think that even that fact could justify
the extraordinary course of Mr. Charlton in
advising the Washington law-makers how
they could most cffectively retaliate. Mr.
Charlton’s weak defence, in which he studi-
ously avoided reference to the main points
that which constituted the head and front
of his offending, will not avail to save him
from the loss of reputation and confidence
which is the reward of his unpatriotic, and
as most persons will believe, intensely sel-
fish conduct. Itis not surprising that no one
of his party friends seemed willing to under-
take to apologize for him, much less to de-
fend his conduct.

Toronto is to be congratulated on the
fact that the disgraceful attempt to prevent
certain speakers from obtaining & hearing
at the Liberal political meeting in the
Massey Music Hall, on Monday evening,
was unsuccessful. The disturbance itself
was a disgrace to the city, so far as the act
of a boorish and intolerant few can disgrace
the great majority who love order and free
speech. As the meeting was in the inter-
ests of the Government, the Conservative
Opposition will have to bear the brunt of
the affair ; though no fair-minded person
can doubt that all representative Conserva-
tives deprecate such rowdyism just as
strongly as their opponents can possibly do.
Some of the speakers and papers do not
hesitate to ascribe the organized effort to
break up the meeting to a body represent-
ing the P.P. A, and the indications cer-
tainly seem to point in that direction. As
that society is the only political organiza-
tion which shuns the light of open discus-
gion and works undcr cover of the darkness
of secrecy, the imputation is the maore
readily believed. It is unfortunate that
guch a thing should have occurred on the
first occasion on which the mew hall has
been open to the public. But it would be
very unwise and illogical for the trustees
of that building to act on the suggestion
which bas been made by closing the hall to
political meetings. They might rather reason
that the fact of so rare an occurrence having
taken place in this building, the doctrine of
chances is altogether against a repetition of
the occurrence.




