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edged tools in the hiands of the
babes of knowledge, but wvith
whlîi they niay do daniage both,
to theniselves and their neigli-
bours.

Thîe theological novel lias not
erred on the side of ortlîodoxy, it
lias been the champion of a " God
wvithout religioni," or a " religion
without God," or else'ý it lias 'cari-
catured wvliere it slîould hiave ex-
pounded. It lias aivakened doubt
in the minds of those îvho, wvhile
they may question, have flot the
ineans or tinie for the researchi
necessary to a full and proper an-
swer. It asserts without prov-
ing, it gives fortli as an ascer-
tained resuit wvhat is tentative
only. It brings forwvard the
doubts of one sehool without sug-
gesting liow tliese hiave beeiu met
by another. The novelist is flot
an equipped thieologian, therefore
his work ivill necessarily be radier
criticisnî than construction. The
facility with wivli he raises
doubts is equalled only by his in-
abilîty to lay tliem. he doubts
that are laid by any anîouiit of
novels are necessarily snîall, but
it by no ineans follows tlîat the
faitli of mnany in the eternal yeni-
ties is strengtlîened by a reading
of such works. Iiere is tlîus
created a cheap scepticism in
sonie, and a real and sorrowful
incertitude in othiers, botlî alike
witliout the foundation of real
study and researchi, and none the
less dangerous for that. Suchi
books are generally slîort-lived.
On the other side, as MINr. Selby
points out, "The books -%vlich
,with due cafe and comprehiensive-
ness portray hîunan character and
its issues wvil1 live, and lu propor-
tion to their truthi to fact must
surely illustrate sonie of tiiose
great principles of religious faitlî
wvhiclî are bound up -w.itli tue con-
stitution of muan and tlîe Iiistory to
wvIicIî lie contributes.

Our Iecturer*s aini is iiot to iii-

vest nmodenî fiction wniters wiTtIu
cap and gown and give tlieni a
chair of systernatic thîeology; but
ratiier to put tlîem n luthe wvitness
box, and receive their testimoxîv
to the existence' of tiiose trutlîs
whicli are fundamiental in the
Chîristian religion. George Eliot,
Thomas Hardy, and thue Scottislî
sclîool, are exanîined, and tlieir
conclusions on Ixunuan depravity,
the distinction betw'eeiî vice and
virtue, and the reuvard for good
and the punislinient for evil are
noted. Tue key-note of AMn.
Selby's work is in the following
paragraph :

" A writer nîay chance to lie witliont
fixed religions belief, anid the telg
,vhiclh pervades luis chapters will ho iden-
tical with 2in inevitable theologTy in his
own sub-consciousness, which lie canniot
cast off or ignore. In sonie respects, es-
pecially, when days of questionig aiid
controversy are upofl us, literature of this
type nuay hoe of a hiiglier religious value
thian that wvhicli is conceived -with the
direct~ object of pointiing a. pions morali
or advocating soiie forniuuht-ed sohieiiio f
belief and church governuinent. This
theologY in solution, whichi is diffused
tlirougli ail the higlier liter-ature of fiction,
lias evidential force about it of no iiina
order, ina)smucli as it shows thiat iiiai is
religions in spite of inîiseif, and tliat eveni
in the wvritcr wvho lias repudiated doguna
there is an irreducible iiininun of thut-
ology our, of whichi sonie of the cardizial
articles of the faith uay lie built, up iii
new forrus."

XVitli thîis ainm of finding " the--
ology in solution," Mr. Selby
takes a niumber of representative
writers, goes tlîroughi their wvoriz
carefully, and gives us resuits.
Tiiere is searcluing, trenchant criti-
cismn, and just, candid appreciation
of those under review.

George Eliot is introduced to
us as Cioie wlî,omn Nature nicant
for a great tlieologiyan as
wvell as a superi) initerpreter
of human life le and char-
acter ; but the Coventry So-
cin'ans, the task of tranislatingm
Strauss, and the sinister influence
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