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by their peculiar shibboletb. Another French article is Professor Kari
PiehUls Inscriptions from a ilf-astaba or monument of the sixth Egyptian
dynasty. The sine professor continues bis notes on Egyptian piliology ; and
the Rev. C. J. Bail] prsents; ideogramis cormon to Accadian and Chinese.
ln this conncction ippears ýan able article by Dr. MacCurdy, of Toronto, in
the Preshyterianl -td Reformed Reviewv, entitled "The Sunierian Question,"
ini whici lie hcids that no Accadian or Sumerian, naines tiîat hie seerns sorne
tines to confound. elenient preceded the Semite in Chaldea. Dr. Mac-
Curdy is a good Seiiitie scholar, and lias acquired a reputation through bhis
Assyrian studies whicli entitles hlmi to deference ; but hie is a Semitic spe
ciaiist, and, like ail specialists, lie wants to furce everything into bis line of
study, just as the Aryanists have donie. This is unwvise and unconsciously
unfair. Genera \"aUJanccv and others translated the Punic passage iii
Piautus by Irishi so every mnan translates by wbat lie knows best, to the
detriînent of trutlh 1 arn as sure of the existence of Accadian and Sumerian
in Chaidea as I arn gliad to be of the existence of Professor 'MacCurdy. Vet
there is trutb iii the ?rofessor's contention, and it is this :Seîniitic is as old as
Surnerian. I1Le first rulers of Egypt spoke a sub-Senîitic diaiect, whicb was
neyer displaced. In Chiaidea, Sargon, of Agade, a contemporary of the
patriarcb Jacob, wrote bis Proclamations in Semitic. T'he Hittite rulers of
,*,..vrî a and Balhyloniia m ere neyer able ta supersede the Semnitic languages d0
ibecir sul>jects. Pliceniciaw~as Seinitic froîn before the days of Sanchioniatho.
airc1 so were the Amorites of Palestine. But we have reniains of înonarchis
wbio prcceded Sargon, and their :Xccadian ianigrage bias al] its affinities with
thc Ugrian tongues of Europe and Asia. Nevertheiess, 'we dare flot say that
the A.ccadianis oi- Sumîerinns in enied the cuneiformi characters, althougli îbcy
rertainly mnade lise of thei. D r. MacNisli is now editing a Sumierian or
Ccitic documient from l'cil-el-Amiarna that no Seinitic, Aryan, or Turanian
language on the face of the earth can interpret.

Therc is publiied iii New York a magazinie railld Biblia, the aîni ni
xvhicbl is ta rccord pro!!ress ln the field nif Biblicai Arclm-ologp. The Jaiîi
ary nuier is itîll and înteresting. dcaiing witli the Egypit and Palestine Ex~
pioration Funds, witib the Harami at Hebiron or cave of Ma\«-chpelali, with the
Teil-el-Aiinazrna« Tabiets, Egyptian Art, the I>reservation of Sacrcd Texts, and
many nther items% weil worth knowiing. ht is wel worth its subsr.ription price
of a dollar a year. the %iuni ch.-rg-cd for it hy Me.r.Westernmann and Co. of
New York-. 'l'lie Rt-v. John 'Mitcheli l), F.R.A.S., lia-, delivercd an CIO
quent lecture n i1hc ',3niar Systcm, an exposition of the Eighth Psalni, a vcry
fuil %ynarpsi; *-f which lias renclied mie ilbrougbi a Chiester Imper. 17nlalppii%
the E-'ditor-in.-Cliic lias %o ,kilfilly arrangcd for copy, ilhat lie lias morc than
enouffl to carry th esso thrnîîghi -,o that therc i.- n0 rooîn for cven l
glancr at 'Mr. Micdsamrbedi'.ý n1rse, repiete witlh astronomîical Inre
and excellent thefflogy.
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