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the Church, andi she exercises it as a
Cgoodi parent wvould ini order to keep
bis; chilci from evil associations, as a
pious mecther would t( )preserve the
precious crift of faith which makes lier
chilci a Christian. linfortunately.
many so-called Catholics refuse to
heed the clecisions of this tribunal
wh ich, lke a Iight-house, gives warn-
ingr of the suiken rocks upon which
take place so mnany of the shipwvrccks
of virtue, ruorals, principles and
faith. This disobedience of the
conmnand of the Church înay be the
first step) in the paithway tuit leacis
froni God ; it may be the first break
in the chain tha binids themi to the
Church. Link by link that golden
chain gives way, tili they drift help-

* less wrecks UI)of the stormi-tossed
sea of religious indifference.

* Let us now consider novels as the
sole reading of a peîfson. Alas, for
too many do the dlaily newspaper
and the novel formi the mily intelic-
tuai food. They go on fronî day to
day, nourisbing thecir minds with
these ephemieral dreamis, heedless of
the duty tbey owre to theniselves,
their country and thecir (?ocl. Is not
this the reason why we bave so few
Buffons, .so few \Vebsters ; the
reason 'why .so few pursue a brancb
of stucly after they hlave Ieft the pre-
cints, of their A/lma ;J/r

There is pcrhaps no< pleasure ob-
* tained by reading that ilils thc reader

with so nmuch enthusiasml as dIo bis
first fcw novels. .We own it is diffi-

* cuit to turn. to the slitdi' of histor or
science wbhen there is at band an

* interestingr novel, and this difficulty
increa-ýses in the inverse ratio of the
age ; the youii<Ïer the reader the

* greater the diffi cuity and. vice versa.
But ]et us enter upon the subject of
novels as sole rcadin<r

* Occup'q ing bis thougbits w'ith
things that have no re;ality, (lealing

xvith unrc.,al causes proclucing ideal
effeets, the novel-reader beconies
unpractical, blis jucigment becomes
continually more andi more stupefieci,
and bis opinion therefore becomies
w<rthless. Reading many things,
1nole of wvhich serve for ordinary
purposes, no part of whici lie can
classifY for future use, lie becornes
uninethodical in thought. A nc,
nioreover, siiice the knlowledge thus
grained is us'ý-less for reference, bie
dcs not even attenipt to meniorize
it. Thus, bis judgnient fails ; order
dîsaippears fromi bis wvork; anct bis
mecniory beconies wveak and vague.
H is imagination, on the contrary is
stinmulateci andi this faculty, thoughl
deserving of developmient iu its pro-
j5er proportion, predominates over
the other powvers of the minci.
Another depiorable effeet of novels
as sole reading is the incessant cra--
ingy for excitement whichi they leave.
This craving often. leads the youngy
mani to the public-bouse wbiere bie
seeks te, satisfy bis niorbid appetite
for the sensational. N ovels arc a kind
of intelleýctual opium. Tbey produce
most clcligbtful sensations; tbey in-
dluce an insatiable longring for tiemi-
selves; anci tbey exert such an iflu-
ence ov%.er their readers tbat niany
blave flot tbe strengrtb of Nviil neces-
sary to break aw-ay froîn theni.

The novel, bas its use but only as
a reereative agent. No ome reads
a novel to, Study any of the brianches
of human learning, and, WC Urge
that, as sole reading even the best
novels are a gyreat evil, the more so
as ail other readi-igr beco-aes insipid
andi burdensonic Ail taste for bis-
tory, for the stucly of languaiges,
subjects prol)er for tbe Ierfect deve-
lopiient of nii's intelligenice, bc-
cornles, as it were, buried under the
insatiab)le desire for the excitenient«
(if the nlovel.


