
atone, %venry iii body, and rad in huart, lie
thrctv himasel? clown 10 sleep with necbing
but the liard stones for his pilloews, a gra-
ciotis God rernbercal ini mercy Isane's
peniient son, and in 'tIe visions of tbe
niglît, Jeliovahi favorcd M'in witlc a revela-
tien o? lbiiself, wlîicli lioth illumines bis
Mmnd, and 1poverrully im)resscs bis lient
Uiffer the billowved influences of thus
vision, lie vesvî titis rc±uarkahle vow, "Ir
God %viIl lie witi tue, anti keelp sa in titis
%way that 1 go(, andi will give me bread te
eac, and rainoent te Pitt ou, sO thtat I corne
again te sny facbcr's homes in peace; i-n
shah1 the Lord bc nxy God, aud this stuuc-
winh I have set for a Iilov shal hie
GOd'S 110ou8e; AN'D OF ALL THÂT TROU
5IIALT GIVLE ME 1 IVILL SURELY GIVE
THE TENTIZ TO TiIEE." Gen. 28: 20-22.

These passages are short but they arc
cIti and derisive, as to the poiini under
discussion. Benditig our mincIs te tbeir
study, iastinctively 'vo ask: Wthiat racans
chis conseration o? stibstnce to tînat God
whli is Himself flic G-cat l>ropnîetor of
al ?\Vas it a gif: inccîîded te propitince
Ilis fiavor ? By noe ncans, for in both
instnces tbese monengae God's fa-
i-aur, and lind jus: ret'eiveod the nies:
signai cekens o? blis approbation. Ahi-a-
hain wis ou bis wnv ac te luis tent, after
the achievornent of a splendid vietery.
Jacot) %vas still under the ravishing influ-
ence cf the inzignmiicmmt vi.-ion wirli which
duing ibe 1prcedliin niglit hoe had beum
fsroured. Not to svîn the Laver o? Qedl,
tutu, for chat tbcy liad aiready gainced, but
ai tg tokeii of ttieir appreciatien of
1is goodnieis ilucy devoed their sub-
!tance te lis borviuce. Tlicur iîearts
were glowing ivith rratefitl eoeions,
ma lle effcrin. il,> vili beîy presentcd was
their vi4,ile, as ivell asaudible, aîîswvr te
the question. % Vlat mball 'vo ronder to te
lIaId for nîf* His henctfits. This joyfuîî
Ofl5ccratiomi o? thjoir geods ivas ct( eut

tmu ef liveliest gratitude. It was the
ifetat;Un e? trucsc love, It was the
grge o? deepos: deloetion. It vas an

't ff pires:, subllimest, worship. Le: ibis
*Qmh ho flrmuly licld, and in tIme mind o?
tty beiiever, and it 'u'ill taise ilieir gifts
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entirely out of a commeorcial, into a purely
religious, and spiritual region.

But wliece origiinated the practice whiçlt
boîh riiese godly lieu so conscieneiolusly
followed 3 '%Vas it the Spontaneous, sug-
gestion of their owît heurts, or %vere îlîey
aeting in aceordainice wvith an intimation of
the Divine Wil1I? This is aut important
question, for the nnswver which kt receives
wvi11 embIraye in ias sweep, hoîh the cliarne-
tcr of the services wbiclî tiiee mon rendered
and te a certain extent the binding obliga-
tion of their practice upon believers in
ovcry age.

Trwo considerations have swnyed -ny
mind in arriving at the cunelusion that the
patriarchal practice of dleveeing a tenih te
Qed had its origin wvit1î Jehiovahi Iimsclf.
As alrcady stnted titeir offering was an net
of wership. Now it is a Scriptural princi-
pie, that any species of wvorship te be ac-
ceptable te G7od must be able to piead His
authority. As sonie onc bas bcautifully
saifi, "T ruc %vorehip neyer sprang fr M
.bc eaith, «and asrended Nviti acceptance to
hecaven ; but frora beaven site came te earth,
and thence -went hack a weicome visitant
te lier original berne, the hosern cf God.»
WC knowv hat pi-aise, prai-er, the reailing,
licnring, and preaehin..- of the word, the of-
fcring- e? sacrifices, the observance o? cir-
cumeiision, audti he 1Passovcr under the old
dispensation, and of Baptisrn and the
Lord's Supper under the newv, are .a1l di-
n-ertiy nnd positively authorized by the
Gieat Heoad of the Cîturcli Hîmsolf. It
follovs from ail this that zinalogy requires.
us te plead a divine eng-in for the pracce
of devoCing a tencli te M-in. Either wc-
'nuse admit îlîis condîtaion or shut our-
selves up te the preferring of the gra ve-
charge of vll-worship against tîtose pions.
mon wbose reverence for Gxod and luis ordi--
mncntes recintin se lotidly against sueh se
supposition.

Again, liistory affirmis that the practice
of tithing was not conflncd te the patri.
arclîs and their descendants. It werc easy
te prove front the writings of those vrho
have investigated the subject most fnlly.
that înany ancient nations remeote frorn,
and unconnoetcd ivith carli ailier, were ici.


