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criticism for those who have no disposi­
tion to encourage merit, but take a 
peculiar delight in making weaki 
apparent ; or to those who can so far 
forget the interests of Art as to indulge 
in flattery. However, I reserve to my 
self the right of speak'ng plainly when 
I hear people assuming to do that 
which nature never intended them to 
do, and upon which art would be lost, 
There are many of this class in Victoria. 
You can count them by dozens.

But it is not alone in musical circles 
that I have been “ discussed.” Several 
young men, who, because they say so, 
believe that they possess all the virtues 
that a Christian values most, have been 
rather busy with my name. I have 
always taken an interest in church work, 
and if I do say so myself, I believe that 
I have rendered some slight service in 
my day to the cause of Christianity ; 
but I never discovered until the other 
night, while attending a young people’s 
meeting In connection with one of our 
city churches, that it was an at'rihute 
of Christianity to talk about people who 
were not Uha positi >n to defend them 
selves. I would rather designate such 
conduct arrant cowardice, and I would 
suggest in the most delicate manner in 
the world that these young men in 
future abstain from discussing matters 
that they know nothing at all about, 
and also to remember that Bartholomew 
Adams laid the foundation for his great 
fortune by minding his own business.

The shop windows present a good 
many interesting sights nowadays. This 
is the season of the year when each 
business man vies with his next door 
neighbor in the matter of attractive 
window displays. Everything goes in 
this line. The more odd, the more 
unique, the more startling display th< 
merchant makes behind hii plate glass 
the happier man he, the broader th< 
smile on his face, the heavier his purse, 
the merrier his voice. It is a matter of 
no little surprise, too, what a card a 
finely dressed window is for a big con­
cern. People will stop to look in, you 
know ; they will insist on criticizing the 
exposed wares for sale and insist on 
knowing what goods are inside, without 
going in on purpose to find out It 
naturally behooves the merchant to put 
his best wares in the window, and to 
arrange them so as to attract the eye.

Window decorators, as a class, are 
well paid men. An expert, with 
original ideas and schemes, can virtually 
command bis own price. An instance 
of something in this connection comes 
to my mind. A few years ago, I re­
member of an expert dropping into a 
house in an eastern city and informing 
the proprietor that he would dress his 
window “just for fun.” He covered 
the big plate glass with paper outside 
and did hie work inside. He got

piece* of glass and broke them into 
strips resembling pieces of a broken 
window pane. These he stuck on tht 
the inside of the plate in such a wa 
that they resembled a lot of pieces of 
smashed glass. An imitation hole rep­
resented where an imaginary stone had 
gone through the window. From the 
street, the plate glass looked exactly as 
though it had been smashed with 
rock. Then the window was fillet 
with bargains marked in big letters, and 
the curtain was taken away. Pedestri­
ans, next day, saw the smashed glass 
with a reward of $50 for the breaker 
posted underneath. Crowds assembled 
to see the break and to criticize the 
clever illusion, and the bargains sold 
like hot cakes.

Without one single exception, the 
windows of the $ehl-Hastie-Erskine 
Furniture Company are the most beauti 
fully dressed of any in the city. The 
work was done by Messrs. W. E 
McCormack and C. B. Munro. The 
draping is artistic and pleasing to the
eye, while the contents of the windows
are so arranged as to produce the most 
striking effects. One window contains 
chinaware, fine grades of silver and 
plated wares, lamps and wine and 
emonade sets. A bevelled mirror, 
trimmed with plush, forms a back­
ground. The other window contains 
upholstered chairs, odd pieces, Smyrna 
and velvet rugs, all of the best quality. 
The draperies consist of the latest and 
most artistic designs in American 
chenille. The windows are well worth 
a visit, and will, no douht, be the means 
of attracting thousands of customers to 
the great furniture firm of Sehl Hastie- 

rskine company.

There is just some danger that the 
teople of Victoria may suffer from over 
egislation. With the 'ocal Legislature 

in full swing over the Bay, the council 
at the City Hall, and the Parliamentary 
Debating Club at the Sir William Wal- 
ace Hall, there will certainly be no 

reason to grumble of lack of legislation. 
The preliminary arrangements towards 
organization of the last named club 
have been completed, officers have been 
elected, a cabinet formed, and the pub 
lie are now breathlessly awaiting the 
policy of the new government, which, 
by the way, is. a Liberal one. The 
government promises a policy that will 
at once commend itself to the country, 
while the opposition are laughing in 
their sleeves at the picnic they will have 
in tearing the new policy to pieces. I 
might say right here that what the op­
position lack in numbers they will make 
up in nerve, and if the Liberal Govern­
ment imagine that they are going to 
ride roughshod over their numerically 
weaker opposition, they are severely out 
in their calculations. The first session 
of the new parliament begins next Mon­
day night, when the new policy will be

made known in a speech from the 
throne by the Governor-General, Aid. 
H«ry Munn, who has consented to fill 
this office, notwithstanding the fact that 
there is a sentiment abroad to the effect 
that “ uneasy lies the head that wears a 
crown.” Premier Hunter will, on this 
occasion, make a speech that will make 
the very rafters of Sir William Wallace 
Hall ring. I will have more to say on 
this subject later on.

Pere Grinator,

A ROMANCE OP DEATH.

(Written for the Horn: Journal.)
It waa a cold December mom 

And from the dull, gray sky 
The rain drops fell with moan forlorn,

As if in sympathy.
With nature telling that the year 
Had run its oourae. The end is near.

In silence deep there lay.
Under a shroud, a moulded form,
Which once in life had braved the storm 

On many a watery war.
But lifeless now, in death's last sleep, 
Others for him his watch must keep.
Than he, none prouder, trod the deck.

None better liked than he,
Little of danger did he reck.

He looked upon the sea 
Butas a mistress to be ruled 
By one to her caprices schooled.
And on that mom a sailor came.

And asked for Captain Jack:
They looked at him and asked his name 

And would have turned him back,
But that the tears rose to his eyes.
They led him where his captain lies 
And by the shroud the sailor knelt;

“Ah, captain, art thou gone!
When last we sailed I little felt 

That I so soon, alone,
Must keep my watch, without you near, 
With kindly words my work to cheer.
For ten long years I sailed with you 

And never an angry word;
I did my work, I got my duo,

A murmur never waa heard;
Surely you would not make a trip 
And not give Jim a chance to ship."
Beside the corps poor Jim reclined,

His face between his hands.
His prayer waa heard, he too had signed 

For that trip to far off lands.
When Captain Jack had shown the way. 
Poor Jim behind would never stay.

Tixoil.

New Goods
For the Holidays.

25 Cases Just Received and 
Opened at

now being

0. E. REDFERN’S,
. 43 Government Street.

Diamonds, all sizes up to 5 Carats.
English Swiss and American Gold and Silver 
ratcneWatches.
Gold and Silver Jewelry. 
English and American Sterling Silverware.
English Oak and Silver.
English, Canadian and American Eloclro- 

plate.
French Bronzes.
French Marble Clocks.
Ladles’ and Gentlemen's 

Dressing Bag*.
Opera and Ft

Sliver Mounted
__________ eld Glasses.
English and American Clocks.

The above, with a variety of other goods, 
were selected by Mr. O. E. Iiedfero, when in 
Europe, and purchased for cash, and will be 
sold at the lowest possible prices during the 
coming holidays.


