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Routine Proceedings

expression and comfort and understandability to that eventual 
number.

The family class is also beyond that narrow category and the 
principle of family is applied equally and compassionately 
across the spectrum which is based on a Liberal philosophy for 
immigration.

Moreover, changes to the selection of skilled workers and 
immigrants will increase the economic benefits of immigration 
and lower the cost eventually of settlement. It is important as 
our documents raise that our point system be changed and 
adapted to the kind of skills that our country at this time 
requires.

Pre-eminent among those skills is the whole question of 
language. That is priority number one, here in our country and 
how we deal with language abroad in terms of our visa officers.

Other skills and aspects are education, age, experience, 
moving away from just the job classification to basic job skills 
that will allow those individuals to make an easier transition 
into the new economy, as well as the feature where people will 
now be having two, three and sometimes four careers in their 
lifetime. That shift is not bom out of any movement. It is taking 
stock of the economy today. The forces moving the world are 
very different from the forces following the second world war. 
The tools we use in immigration, namely the point system, must 
be adapted to the pace of that change both globally and here at 
home.

From our consultations a new approach has emerged, one that 
calls for a broader vision and a clearer sense of Canada’s 
objectives. First, instead of putting a single number before the 
House of Commons, this plan introduces the concept of a range, 
a realistic range that for 1995 anticipates between 190,000 and 
215,000 immigrants and refugees will come to Canada.

It is a range, realistic and honest, in terms of more or less what 
we would anticipate based on our decisions as a government and 
as a country but also on what those inventories across the world 
will yield because some of them are low. There are fewer 
independents coming to the country whether because it was of 
the bad shape of our economy or the fact that those economies 
were doing well or the perception that the doors were closed. 
The number of families is down. The number of business 
immigrants is down for similar reasons. We also have to take 
stock of those inventories across the world.

What we heard across the country was the need for a better 
balance among the four categories of immigration. Sometimes 
we were too obsessed with the global one number figure that 
became the lightning rod for most of the debate. Instead we have 
four categories that we should pay close attention to and then 
decide how one plays off the other. What are the tradeoffs that 
we need to make between a family class category, an indepen
dent category, a business category and a refugee category?
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The new approach to family class will respond to the desires 
of many who cannot now sponsor those they would like to bring 
to Canada. It will also ensure that all sponsors are held responsi
ble for fulfilling their obligations.

Beginning with the 1995 plan, the refugee and immigration 
components will be managed separately. This will underscore 
the distinction between the protection and resettlement goals of 
the humanitarian and refugee program, of which Canadians 
should be very proud, and the economic and social objectives 
that frame the skilled workers, business and family class catego
ries.

[Translation]

The plan renews our commitment to develop a new Citizen
ship Act designed to create a common bond between Canadians 
by birth and by choice. An increased emphasis on responsibili
ties, apart from rights, will underline the value of citizenship for 
all Canadians. Finally, the plan confirms our commitment to 
co-operate with the provinces in our shared responsibility for 
immigration.

[English]

The other major document we are tabling today talks about the 
strategic framework, looking down the 10-year road. I outline 
the direction the government intends to take immigration and

It seems to me that as a Parliament and as a government we 
need to give greater clarity, greater focus and make some of the 
trade-off decisions of how those compartments play with each 
other rather than simply talking about the end number of the 
equation.

In looking to that balance the share of economic immigrants 
will rise from 43 per cent to roughly 55 per cent of overall 
immigration, while the family component will shift from 51 per 
cent to approximately 44 per cent over the period of the plan.

This will make the immigration and citizenship program more 
affordable and sustainable. We remain determined to target 
immigration levels of approximately 1 per cent of the popula
tion over the long term based on our ability to absorb and settle 
immigrants.

It should also be said that the whole question of the principle 
of family is not only contained in the family class category but 
throughout the program so that when we invite an independent 
immigrant to Canada that individual brings with him his im
mediate family. It is the same thing when we invite and accept a 
business immigration applicant as it is when we accept a 
refugee, he or she has an ability of bringing in the family.


