The Boy’s Own Room

By Adeline B. Whitford.
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No one can give a very good reason
as to why the boy’s rcom is not gen-
erally as carefully planned and as|
artistic as his sister's, but, it is safe|
to say that in nine cases out of ten,|
the boy's room in a home is not quite |
equal to any of the other family bed,
rooms, either in location, light or
furnishing. If it should be arghed;
that this room demands les thought,|
since the owner spends so little time,
there, or that. the decorations and
furniture hardly matter “because boys
care so little for such things,” both|
statements remain to be proven, for|
it is quite possible that if this room|
were to be planned in detail as care-|
fully as other rooms are, and the boy
were to have some share in choosing
the decorations, and arranging the
furniture (even makirg some of this)
for himself, he might suddenly come
to feel an owner's pride in i
making good use of the ¢
bring his belongings, his var
lections and his iends there,
would very likely
spending more r:
evenings in this place,
ally its good colorings and solid com-
fort would make as dear to him
as his sister's room is to her, though
it may be long years before he-under-
stands why he loves his surroundings
or how a room’s beauty and good art
can come to much to
owner.

We are all
more through our eyes
our ears; le 1 reme
from. what than what
any one tells us; for this n the
boy's room and the giri's room, their
colorings, furniture, pictures, conven-
iences and order, are fully as impor-
tant as any text bock of the grades.
If they are well provided and in good
taste, their .rcoms will do more
wards making young bodies
and s grow in the right direction

U )
stairs, back,
sloping ceil !
Bometimes there are rafters showing
but it hardly matters what the first
conditions are if it has good windows,
heat, and is small; the room
may easily be m attractive
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A boy's rocm i 1 Wreng ir
of two ways: it is furnished
with such shabby of old
furniture, rugs and draperies that he
is achamed to bring his friends there
or else it is furnished almost as dain-
tily as his sister's room, and there ig
no chance in it for a group of live
boys to have a good time. A room
somewhere between these two is the
one for which to strive. If one plans
with the boy 1 uses suitable colors|
and materials, the result should be a
room where every detail of the simple,
durable furhishings suggests both a
sturdy manly refinement, and some of
the informality and freedom of camp
life. The whole should be in keeping
with a boy's needs and use. |

There should be simple, straight-|
line furniture, in craftsman or mission
style, but certainly not the large|
heavy pieces of mission. What is
called cottage furniture is of lighter
weight and smaller size, more suitable
for the average-sized room. The most,
necessary pieces are the single or
three-quarter bed of wood of
siraight-line metal. These are now
made in brown wood colorings; a good
strong couch, to be sprawled upon at
any time by “the whole bunch”; a
comfortable arm chair, one or two
straight hickory rush-bottom chairs
or plain wooden chairs painted in the
room’s coloring; a table that will
stand firmly, and endure considerable
wear in games or work; a set of book!
shélves. For clothes and tbilet con-|
veniences there should be a chest o
drawers, a mirrer and, if a bath room
is not near, a washstand.

With this substantial furniture,
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|
chair coverings, cushions/
hou!d be of practical m
ully chosen in harmony
m’s colorings. Homespun
curtains or !:m-,:—?
ings of drill latea or light
weight awning ¢ heavy, braided|
rugs, copper lamps, b ) or canv nsj
couch coverings, walls papered in a
plain, coarse-weave paper, or if of
rough plaster, ka'somined or stained;
theze are the matcrials which make|
the room suitable for a boy’s use. |
Share in the Planning.
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Let him start his room decorations|

things which are temporary such as
anners, posters, flags and so forth,
against the neutral gray or tan wall
which you provide. If you furnish
him with a box of glasshead picture
pins, the will not be marred
Or, if one space of the wall is covered
with a panel of stretched burlap, this
could be the place for his picture ex-|
periments and would show no marks|
whatever.

As a balance for his choice of poster
pictures, should plage two or
three framed pictures on the walls.
Copies of good art but boy .\ul-jvcts.‘
st as hunting, ranch life, or ani-
mal . subjects, with a print of some
one of the boy heroes of history, and
e of Sir Galahad. |

have
children
settled tast
are

walls

you
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of manicure articles, personal neat-
ness and the habit of keeping bolh|
clothes and room in order ought to
follow naturally.

Long window eeats may have
hifiged tops or doors in front, ﬂl'nuui
ing a place for ba!l and tennis things. |

Don't Forget the Desk.

Very early in the boy's life he
should own a solid little \\‘rilimz—dus'k‘;
fitted with all the conveniences for,
letter writing and in after his
leng newsy lett from coliege or his
dis home will pay you a royal re-
turn cn this investmemt
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provide a cupboarl,
glass fo
holding “his col ons”’ as they grow,
nor o it any of to
help about marking and arranging his
little displays” in regular museum

hion. If your own book shelves
hold a good atlas and an encyclopedia,
you and the boy and his friends may
spend many a profitable hour in read
ing about his stamps, minerals, arrow
heads or butterflies—and the countries
where they are found—and spme -of
this information could go on to the
labels, printed by himself, and be
fastened to the articles. In this way
he makes order and learns much out
of what might otherwise be simply a
clutter of odds and ends. And the
study he had made of, these few
shelves of specimens will help him,
no one knows how far, along the road
to a wise man's education, while your|
part of it will be just one more de- |
lightful hold and influence upon the|

doors,

ste time

best years of his life. |
Surely there are many ways in
which a boy's room can be made a|
joy forever.
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Orchard Cultivation.

If he declares that red is his choicgsT4 is a well known fact that growth

there is no
ave it, but

for the room’s coloring
reason why he may not
you yourself know that walls of red
for a good room, so
to it that the walls
and then give him
E: i of red in chair
cushions, couch cover and door hang-
ings. r side curtains and bed cov-

impe le
1 first

rst see
soft gray
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red material.
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e boy chooses
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green, or
lue room could be worked
nst either of the above wall
but with the blue hangings and
covers, use a little of either geold or
dark red, to warm and cheer the
room. i
The success of such furnishings de-
pends upon using only one or two ma-
terials for all of the draperies, covers,
cushions and so on and having these
plain and dignified in tone and rather
heavy in weight. Leave all of the
dainty, flowered materials and vine-!
covered wall papers for his sister's
room. {
The Main Essentials.
At the centres of the windows thin
white or cream curtains are neces-

! sary. These are of the simplest scrim,

unbleached muslin or cheese cloth,
cut by the thread, in order to hang
well, and made to come just to the
window sill. There should be two sets
of these, changed often. The colored
side curtains are not very full, reach
a little below the sill and are tied
back with a band of the same.

A hardwoed floor oiled or varnished
and waxed or a soft wood floor stain-
ed and varnished or painted are equal-
ly good, but the varnish must be of
a very durable quality and the paint-|
ing done in several coats. Either floor |

¢, treatment should be allowed to dry|process of arrival. It would be inter-

thoroughly before being used.

Light colored and light weight rugs!
are altogether out of place here.
Something rather dark and heavy butT
in small sizes so as to be lifted and
cleaned easily is the right floor cov-|
ering.

Good lamps are very important. For
comfortable reading and study, a
shaded table lamp is necessary, but
for lighting the whole room one or
two of the large, modern barn lan-
terns make an excellent choice. Paint
their frame-work red or black and
hang them on the end of extending
bracket hooks. These make a light-
ing which is both safe and decorative.

It is of the utmost importance that
the room should have a good closet
and plenty of shelf and drawer room
for, without these, it is useless to at-
tenipt to teach order and neatness. If
the closet has laundry bags, trouser
hooks, coat hangers, tie rack and
shoe-blacking outfit; the washstand
its towel rack, bath mat, tooth pow-
der, soaps and shaving materials; the
dresser its pincushion, clothes brush-
es, trays for collar buttons, and a case

| because it was so fearfully silly for
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in the orchard tree is made during
the months of June and July, after
which the growth fills out and ripens
It is also known that early
tion stimulates growth. The loosc
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After the of June
crop should bhe seceded to occup)
ground during the fall; take up ex
plar and develap humus
the following spring. The com-
mon vetch seeded at the rate of 114
bushels per the besh cover
crop. This plant can extract rozen
from the air and increase the store
of nitrogen as a resflit. This crop
makes vigorous growth on most soils
but will be better if the soil is limed.
It i crop fairly #asily turned under
and is satisfactory at picking time,
as it flattens down after making con-
siderable growth. This cover crop
n.ay be plowed unler in the fall or
not until the following spring, but
the usual practice is to fall plow and
with disc harrow in the
epring, which is considered the best
methiod, |

Phe area close to the base of the
tree looks better if kept well culti-
vated, but the cultivation of this area
is not necessary and very often much
injury is done to the main roots from
plowing too deeply close around the
tree. It usually is better to leave this
space untouched and keep the grass
cut to give a neat appearance.

— O S— -

mi

cess

for

acre 1s

the

Discarde sha make

pillow 1
t curtains for a closet or pantry

Fine natures are like poems; a
glance the first few lines suffices
for a gues the beauty that waits
you if you read on.—Bulwer Lytton.
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The Welfare

of the Home

Most Don’ts for Children Are Based on Selfishness.

A great many people on the
the cther day were both amused and
horrified at a young woman. She had

tle boy and she shook him regu-
larly every fifteen minutes just on
general principles.

The little boy's gravest offence was
wiggling. And so with each shake
would come “sit still.” The youngster |
was about four—a little boxed-hair,|
cuddly sort of a gray-eyed boy any|
one might be tempted to let squirm:
around a little if it made him any |
happier. The mother was young and/
well dressed. It got to be quite al
joke among the passengers—that is.:
among those who weren’t too inconwd[‘
to laugh. As regular as clock-work
she would stop reading her book and/
shake that wondering boy.

We laughed and got mad in turn,

train

anyone to punish a child on general|
principles; and yet it occurred to me
as we sped through the April sun-
shine that more children are brought
up in this way than in any other. For
instance, if you would take a census
of the vocabularies of all mothers it
is safe to say the word “don’t” would
take the prize for being in the lead in
75 per cent. of them. Whole families

ing around, it's a marvel to wonder
we're all here and we've any initiative
left at all.

The trouble is, though, now that
we're here in the land of do-as-you-
please, we've forgotten the painful

esting to apply the “don’t” system to
parents. For instance, if one of us
had darved to go to the lady with the|
child-shaking propensities and de-|
mand that ehe stop reading, I have nc:tI
the slightest doubt that an uproar in
the train would have resulted. Yet,
it is thoroughly possible that that
young woman had no more the right
to read than her little boy had to)
squirm, and not half as much. Per-|
Laps she should have been at home
doing her spring housecleaning or’
darning stockings. Yet, who is t.here‘
to say “don’t” read; “don’t” go to]
your mother’s house over the week-!
end and save yourself the trouble of
cooking the Sunday dinmer? I

Even this surmise is unfair in its/
comparison with the little boy. To‘
squirm is not to sin. What healthy/
youngster of four can sit through a,
two-hour train ride without moving!
around a little? I wonder how the
little ¢hap explained away the shak-!
ings in his small mind. When they
were administered he looked bewilder-
ed, then resigned as though he
thought that was the way things were,

and he had to put up with
s had to be “shook”
some reason or other,

in the worl
them. Little bo,
just so often for
and that was all there was to it. What
a splendid way to break a child’s spir-
it and train him to be a doormat for
others to walk over later on in life!

If only wemen would try the “do”
system instead of the “don't.” That
little chap could have looked at pic-
tures or he could have been made to
count cows or white fences. A child
has the right to be happy. If that
mother had no substitute amusement
to offer for wiggling around the seat,|
the boy should have been allowed to |
squirm. Unless a boy is doing some-
thing wrong he should not be con-
fronted with “don't.” Twenty-five per
cent. of the “don’ts” are based on the
selfishness of mothers.

| know,
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4ddress communications to Agronomist, 73 Adelalde St. West, Toronts

Buying Cows at Auction. |

When a farmer sells a cow from,
his herd at a private &ale he seldom
cne of the Dest cows|
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Buying of a reliable farmer
of the surest ways of obt:
cows. When such a l
auction he describes his cows acour-
ately. He not only tells the good
peints of the cow but he tells the bad
ones if there any. He does not
necessarily run down his own herd
but he does not misrepresent the cows
by leaving unsaid anything that a
buyer should know.
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Why His Berries Won. |
Not many years ago a gardener I
named Brown, determined to'
put one over on the weather man and,
for once, to raise some really mon-

I'T'm the cnly cne

strous blackberries. That he

rigged up an irri

spring
ion system to use

% |1
as soon as dry weather showed up.

The canes flowered profusely, and a
bumper crop of berries set on. When
dry weather came, the gardener set
his windmill geing Whenever the
moisture got low, the patch got a good
and the berries flourishedw
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the mileage he gets in DOMINION TIRES.

There are DOMINION TIRES best suited to your car, no matter
what the size or what you use it for—and you get DOMINION
quality in the 30 x 34 tires as well ai in the big “Royal Cords” and

“Nobby” Treads for heavy cars,
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THE ARMY A
NAVY PLANT
N\

By the time Bobby ard his mother
had reached the tropical lily house
in the Royal Gardens at Kew, Bobby
was very tired. He had been walk-
g round the gardens the whole
afternoen,

“Mother, let's go in where the lilies
are and find a seat,” he bLegged.

But they had not gome far inside
the lily before he forgot his

house

e Brown supposed |

| weariness.
‘Look,

mother, look!” he cried.
that the biggest flower you ever

|

| saw

| The
|
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you mean?”
“I mean”
“turmirg into

live on the surfac

le fish that come

f Both the cts

the fish would n le the p if

could, but the takes good

care that they do ecat, but are

eaten.”

“And what about the aeroplanes?”

Bobby asked eagerly
“The aeropl

not

too, are birds

yove the plant e
, .and destroy the

of winged insects
that would soon blacken the beauty
| of the Victoria regia if they wene
left alcne. The aeroplanes are in mo-
| tion almost constantly, but the big
| ship is their base. Sometimes soldiers,
sailors and airmen in as ny as a
dozen different uniforms can be seen
on one chip.”

Bobby pondered.
i ly getting theif dinner
| that way he asked fi

army and navy and roplane birds?
| The man laughed. “Yes; but they

| protect the lily, you see.”

| “That's so,” sai Bobby. Then, as
| his mother rose to go, he walked over
and stood close to the big lily.

“I wish I could see it in South Am-
erica,” he said. “Perhaps I shall some
day. Who knows?"”

———

“Women must either be housewives
or house-moths; must ecither weave
and embroider men’s futures, or feed
upon and bring them to decay.”

Bl

Geod care means -good breeding,
good feeding, constant watchfulness
of small details, and finally markeuing
at the right time to get the most
dollars, |

“To what

wonderful cure,”

ravaging hordes

| “Aren't they real
when they do
ally; “those

-
do you attribute youe
asked a man of his
friend who said he had had a very
remarkable cure. “I don't exactly
krow yet,” he said. “There are scv-
eral patent medicine concerns [ have
not yet heard from.”

PRSP SIS

Salt is required by all animals. The
dairy cow requires an ounce or more
a day and while she should be given all
she needs, she should not be forced
to take more than she wants. It is
best, therefore, to give only a small
quantity on the feed, and to place
rock salt in boxes in the yard where
she can lock it at will,
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