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Hopelessness of 
putting an end to 
animosities at 
present.

The Canadians 
would revenge 
themselves on the 
English by any aid.

felt by the loyal inhabitants of the seignories, that many of them are compelled, 
by fear or necessity, to quit their occupations, and seek refuge in the cities. If 
the present state of things continues, the most enterprising and wealthy capitalists 
of the Province will thus in a short time be driven from the seats of their present 
industry.

Nor does there appear to be the slightest chance of putting an end to this 
animosity during the present generation. Passions inflamed during so long a 
period cannot speedily be calmed. The state of education which I have pre­
viously described as placing the peasantry entirely at the mercy of agitators, the 
total absence of any class of persons, or any organization of authority that could 
counteract this mischievous influence, and the serious decline in the district of 
Montreal of the influence of the clergy, concur in rendering it absolutely impos­
sible for the Government to produce any better state of feeling among the French 
population. It is even impossible to impress on a people so circumstanced the 
salutary dread of the power of Great Britain, which the presence of a large 
military force in the Province might be expected to produce. I have been 
informed by witnesses so numerous and so trustworthy, that I cannot doubt the 
correctness of their statements, that the peasantry were generally ignorant of the 
large amount of force which was sent into their country last year. The newspapers 
that circulate among them had informed them that Great Britain had no troops 
to send out ; that in order to produce an impression on the minds of the country 
people, the same regiments were marched backwards and forwards in different 
directions, and represented as additional arrivals from home. This explanation 
was promulgated among the people by the agitators of each village ; and I have 
no doubt that the mass of the habitans really believed that the Government was 
endeavouring to impose on them by this species of fraud. It is a population with 
whom authority has no means of contact or explanation. It is difficult even to 
ascertain what amount of influence the ancient leaders of the French party con­
tinue to possess. The name of Mr. Papineau is still cherished by the people ; and 
the idea is current that, at the appointed time, he will return, at the head of an 
immense army, and re-establish " La Nation Canadienne.” But there is great 
reason to doubt whether his name be not used as a mere watchword ; whether the 
people are not in fact running entirely counter to his counsels and policy ; and 
whether they are not really under the guidance of separate petty agitators, who have 
no plan but that of a senseless and reckless determination to show in every way 
their hostility to the British Government and English race. Their ultimate designs 
and hopes are equally unintelligible. Some vague expectation of absolute inde­
pendence still seems to delude them. The national vanity, which is a remarkable 
ingredient in their character, induces many to flatter themselves with the idea of 
a Canadian Republic ; the sounder information of others has led them to perceive 
that a separation from Great Britain must be followed by a junction with the 
great Confederation on their southern frontier. But they seem apparently reckless 
of the consequences, provided they can wreak their vengeance on the English. 
There is no people against which early associations and every conceivable difference 
of manners and opinions, have implanted in the Canadian mind a more ancient 
and rooted national antipathy than that which they feel against the people of the 
United States. Their more discerning leaders feel that their chances of preserving 
their nationality would be greatly diminished by an incorporation with the United 
States ; and recent symptoms of Anti-Catholic feeling in New England, well known 
to the Canadian population, have generated a very general belief that their religion, 
which even they do not accuse the British party of assailing, would find little favour 
or respect from their neighbours. Yet none even of these considerations weigh 
against their present all-absorbing hatred of the English ; and I am persuaded that 
they would purchase vengeance and a momentary triumph, by the aid of any 
enemies, or submission to any yoke. This provisional but complete cessation of 
their ancient antipathy to the Americans, is now admitted even by those who 
most strongly denied it during the last spring, and who then asserted that an 
American war would as completely unite the whole population against the common 
enemy, as it did in 1813. My subsequent experience leaves no doubt in my 
mind that the views which were contained in my Despatch of the 9th of August 
are perfectly correct ; and that an invading American army might rely on the co- 
operation of almost the entire French population of Lower Canada.
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