PASTORAL ADDRESS

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH OF
EASTERN BRITIBH AMERICA.

VERY DrAR BRETHREN,—

In the name o our Divine Saviour we pray that mercy,
peace, and ldve may be multiplied unto, you.., It has been our
custom, f'om year to year, to address you from our Co ference
on su' jects re ating to your personal experience of 1he grace of
God, your practice of His holy wiil, and the general prosperity
of religion throughout the Connexion. On the present occasion
we deem it no less needful than formerly to “ give all dili-
gence to write unto you of the common salvation,” and still
to “exhor: you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints.”

Whi e, with us, vou will rejoice that the gospel of Christ is
extending its triumphs in the world, and  that it must contintie
to diffuse its blessings until all ‘he ends of ‘the earth shall see
the salvation of God, yet you cannot be ignorant that dangers
of no ordinary kind are now menacing the Church on every
side. If our prospect is not wholly “ dark,” neither is it per-
fectly * clear” The truth of God’s own word is called in ques-
tion by sophisms as plausible as they are pernicious Thd arro-
gance of Romanism, which has so long songht to dethrone the
Redeemer of mankind, and has disowned the offices of the Holy
Spirit to elevate a priesthood which teaches.  tor doctrines the
commandments of men,” has displayed itsélf very fully of late,
even among those who are professedlyset for the deience of
the.gospel ; and, garnished with an elaborate system of rites
and ceremonies, pers's ently seeks to muliiply its vo aries by
beguiling *‘ unstable souls.” And, withal, pride and fishion,
covetousness and deception, impurity and intempernnc:c pre-
vail to an alarming extent, and like a pestilential atmogphere
exert a baneful influence upon society in general,
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