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TIIE WASTE OF IT.

“,Mr. Panl Morton, the new American
hval secretary, ‘was mo sooner on the
Wer dedli' thari ‘he made the statement.
“that the Unitéd States should have the
w formidable navy in the world.. This
would appear to- be a very foolish asser-
sion. = Baut" M. Morton knows his audi-
ence, and be is-a man who will go far.
Perhaps he does not believe that his
%ounh'y need#:any such tremendous arm-
ﬁllen.t as ke déscribes; he may, be con-
that ‘mbeh ‘more good ;would be ac-

plished py,mhns sthis vast expendi-

in other. directions. “He may"feék-that
-mwms’ : g i the Winning' pace in
rican pohtneu end be acting accord-
But ¥ Mr. Morton speaks -honest-
—if the Uz ethenwt(,marly
Belf-sustaining anll ‘,mﬁ:‘ tiie “wealthiest
‘nd most pawe:td of the nations, re-
i a navy greater than that maintained

‘island ‘Britein with all her mighty hold-

‘38 the world coming to?
ﬁg’ﬂm world has infinitely more money
formerly, apd it displays an amazing
' ' to,apend vast sums for powder.
‘1 connt thiree wars since the Crar elec-
the ‘world by tis ‘general peace
O ot‘ but five yenm ago. The
Stages . took Spain by the thrcat
M iphilanthropic purposes, turned
$he Don upside down and shook his colon-
o8 out of his pockets, gquickly but at im-
fense cost, ‘hetpless as, Spain was found
be Great Britain had a longer and
ier task in South Africa, and the bill
in money exceeded a billion. The greatest
struggle of the three is.now approaching

q&;ndbheendundtmmht it may

ip sight next week, or the world may
discover that this was but the pre-

gilleled proportions. In a general sense all
this money is wasted. The pation at war
is the nation getting into debt and mort-
htm; its future in oehet ways. Consider
the waste,
Bince the peace conference five years
$go the direct expenditure to sustain
grmies in the field has amounted to bil-
flions. In 1903 alone the naval and mili-
#ary outlay of six of the great Buropean
'dwen was in the aggregate $1,177,500,000
1891 to 1903 the increase in the an-
expenses” ‘for - armament by’ these
mowexs increased by 3422,500‘000 From
&e standpoint. of tbe wor.\d wga]
¥he material s and u‘; ehe
tace these billiofs “spent on the
field and in preparation for it are bnmed
w. Worse, than that,, they are used to
destroy the- bvm of workers and the pro-
ducts of these workers’ industry.
% Should Mr. Paul Morton propose that
the United States expend a billion dol-
fars in the systematic encouragement of
egriculture .on a scale hitherto unheard of;
should he propose to remove from the
Amencan cities the distressed and well-
useless= dwelers of the tenements
distribute them over lapds made to
‘Blossom by: public money and the employ-
nt of energy now wasted or misdirect-
d; should he propose to build up rather
n prepare to tear down, to develop
real elements of national strength on
lines and make of his mation a pecu-
liar people setting a mighty example to
8 ‘warimad world—then, to be sure, Mr.

-

paternalism and phifanthropy*#un mad,
ﬂd that henwasuod Polifiammsyi Yet his
jwposa.l tiat .Yheonddion sehich can best
siford to gmmuwmow " #a¥y should
a  two “dr ﬁn'ee "dolta¥s For ships
and glms.wbere it now apends one
‘i'iot only arouses no American protest,
increases his national stature by a
I ‘oubit.
dtis sald of Mr. Morton that he is prac-
fical, and that Tolstoi is a dreamer and
wvas: born boo soon. Yet one may guess
that the great Russian ddes not greatly
covet the American’s laurels.

&

‘GRABE CROSSINGS

+.The Mm;lapal Council takes a sound
position in decndang to seek to have the
C. P. R. properly protect its grade cross-
ings on the outskirts of Fairville, and to
invoke the aid of the Railway Commrission
ghou'd the mailroad fail to adopt the neces-
gary precautions., Gates and signalmen
éte necessary at:both crossings and it i

gtrange that they were not placed there’
B i i

&
ey BER

Yong: ago. The council’s view of the situ- '
ation'is that the time to “erect the' gates

corres!ponden't of’ 't.he Pall’ sall

New Yor
Hs us shat ron mnanufacturers:

| Gazebte

is before 'a eeries of fatal-acoidents and 1i0 the United States ‘have consequently]

!l not after.  Alréady there have been acci-
dents enough. That the crossings in their .
unprotected state are most dangerous will
be admitted on all sides.

Railroad  corporations often  have
curious conceptions of their duties. The
St. John Street Railway and the C. P. R.
have had some difficulty in coming to an
agreement concerning the proposed inter-
section of their lines at Fairville. The

proposal of the street railway company 0

run its cars across the steam railroad’s
track brought the .tardy, recognition that
gates would be mecessary. The companies
could not agree upon-anything definite in
regard to this protection unless it was that
the municipality should pay for it. There
is nothing novel ebout this attitude. It
is typical of railroads. The companies
must croes the public highway, and if
their crossing it renders that highway
dangerous to public life—why, then the
public would better abandon the highway
or pay for gates and signalmen to protect
the public from the locomotives and elec-
tric care. This is the railroad view, ap-
parently, and it would have a humorous
aspect were it mot a fact that delay in pro-

viding the required protection may re--

sult any day in a shocking fatality.

Now that the Municipal Council has
taken sensible and energetic action in
reference to the question, the C. P. R.
may be led to recognize its respomsibility.
If it does mot the Railway Commission
should be able to teach the corporation a
necessary lesson about the rights of the
public.

AVOIDING MISTAKES.

So important is the result of the wheat
crop upon Canada’s general prosperity
great pains are now taken to secure as
early and as acourate forecasts as pos-
sible concerning the yield. About  this
time of year visitors from the West who
are interviewed in the KEast usually pre-
dict record-breaking harvests, ° Such in-
terviews have not lbeen wanting this sum-
meny, and while optimists are placing the
crop at 80,000,000 bushels their figures are
accepted with a larger degree of faith than
formenly because of the increasing perfec-
tion of the system of acquiring reliable
news of the state of the crops. - As a
prominent financier explains it, the exten-
sion of the banking and railroad systems
‘has done much to facilitate the gathering
of accurate information, Telling how the
best estimates are formed he says:

“Ten years ago such blank forms as
were sent out to the country districts
were sent in perhaps the majority of cases
to prominent persons in the different lo-
calities, ‘I'nese parties were interested in
giving a favorable color to the reports
from their districts. = Sometimes they
would- be ' land agents, or dealers in real
estate, and good reports might bring fat
commissions. Nowadays there is a bank
branch established in every town of con-
sequence, and when the banker receives a
request for information about the crops
from his head office he will be very careful
to niake his report as accurate as he
knows how. Also the milling companies
and the big grain and elevator companies
have their elevators now established in
every hamlet, and as they have agents
everywhere who have no object in color-
ing the mews they can get information
much more complete than was possible a
few years ago. MThe same applies in a 'es-
ser degree to the Uanadian Pacific. The
extension of branch lines puts a larger
country urnder observation, and a better
idea can be gathered as to the general
crop. In an old wheat district where all
the land dis under cultivation it would be
expected that after bthree or four years
of good yields a very poor crop would

come, on account of the impoverishment |

of the land. But this does not hold ip
Manitoba, because there is every year a
large quantity of new land brought under
cultivation.”

He believes that 80,000,000 bushels is a
reasonable forecast; and wheat is likely
to be wheat this year, for in other wheat-
growing countries there are reports of poor
crops and financial unrest and depression.

THE STEEL BUSINESS.

The story that a holding company is to
consolidate the Dominion Iron & Bteel,
Dominion Coal, and Nova Scotia Steel and
Coal companies follows an alarmist note
sounded in London by the Canadian Ga-
zette, which hears that American eapital-
ists intend to seek control of the principal
Canadian iron deposits, because the Lake
Superior beds are found to be by no
means inexhaustible. The Gazette’s ap-
peal and the story of the consolidation ot
the Nova Scotia and Cape Breton prop-
erties probably have mo connection what-
ever, yet they are the more interesting
when read together. The Gazette says
in part:

“Momentous mews comes from New
York. It is to the effect that the iron
deposits of the Lake Superior region of
the United States will probably be ex-
hausted in less than half a century. ine
demand averages twenty-five million tons
 yearly, and expert examination which has
Just been made by geological and other
authorities indicateg that the total supply
of ore ccmtmmng sixty per cent and over
of pure metal is mot more than one bil-
Yion toms, and if the average consumption
continues to be about twenty-five million
tons yearly, the supply will not last more
than forty years. The United States man-
ufacturers, and especially the Carnegie
group, who are dependent upon this region,
will have to be content with a lower grade,
"and inasmuch as the Lake Superior region
now eupphes eighty per cent of all the ore
mined in the United States, we can judge
the effect of this condition upon Umbed
States industry. The United States Steel
“Corporation -depends upon Lake Superior '

for practically all of its-tennage, wlnoh{

ranges from 12,000,000 to 15,000,000 tons
yearly; and the principal. competitors of
‘the Steel Mrust in Penmsylvania and Obio .

begun to look about for other ore bodies
which' may be wva.\.\able, and it is known
that those located in Canada are now being
| carefully investigated. The metal makers
realize the gravity of the situation, know-
ing that unless an abundant supply of rich
ore is obtained their industry must suffer
from ‘the competition of thel Southem pro-
ducers as well as Europe.” Surely the iron
and steel manufacturers of Great Britain,
who are at this moment so hard hit by
\American competition, which is mostly un-
fair, will not let the opportunity pase of
prevenhng this splendid Canadian ore sup-
ply passing under the control of their
Umted States rivals!”

Such Canadian deposits as are #iot al-
ready partially controlled by American
capital are probably in no great danger of
American absorption. Thus far most of
the money mede in Canadian steel has
been cleaned up by the stock manipulators.
There may soon come & day when the

THE GENERAL ELECTIONS,

The Montreal Witness, whieh describes
itself as independent, a fair description,
though it is frequently charged with favor-

conviction that the general elections are
about due, MThe Witness’ view is inter-
esting, though its enumeration of the rea-|
sons for criticism of the gqvern.mexit
would mot be satisfactory to either out-
and-out Liberals or Conservatives. The
Witness says too much to please the for-
mer, and too little to please the latter.
1ts own objections to recent Liberal policy
are apparently due to free trade convie-
tions, At a time when election talk is in
the air an extraet from the Witness edi-
torial will be timely if not conclusive.
Here is a part of it: .

“It would be idle to attempt to fore-
cast the result of our own elections, which
are pretty sure to come some time in the
fall. Next year, they would be impera-
tive, and the government of the day in
Canada is not in the habit of giving the
Opposition a chance to ‘bank’ upon a cer-
tainty, Wherever men do congregate,
just at the present time, one hears pros
and cons as to whether the present gov-
ernment will be returned to power.
COharged against it by ‘old-time Liberals’
are sins of -omission and commission. The
sins of commission are, perhaps, the most
condemned, because most palpable. Stick-
ing on dumping duties and surtaxes, giv-
ing heaps of subsidies and bonuses to rail-
ways, mines, manufacturers, and what
not, pohtlcal patronage, extravagance, op-
‘portunism, and a dozen other things, are
charged against the panty in power, and
there is a good deal of reason for it. So
much s0 that perhaps ten per cent. of
the Liberals you meet will tell you that
they intend to vote against the Liberal
‘ticket,” and for ‘the first times in their
lives’ Most of us, however, have had
enough experience in these things to know
that, when it comes to voting for those
who are, to say the least, no better, a dis-'
gruntled party man does not carry out
such threats. Most of us, also, have had
experiences enough to discount to “some
extent the ‘dead certainty’ of the opposi-
tion, who never yet, in the history of
politics, were known to do other than
prophecy the extreme .of their hopee—-a
return to the loaves and fishes of power.
Statésmen have found to their cost that
no election can be counted on, but it is
at least usual that e prosperous country
does not change its government.”

Another Montreal newspaper whose
politics makes the accuracy of its infor-
mation extremely doubtful, announces that
the government had fixed upon Septem-
ber 27 as the date, but was led ‘to post-
pone indefinitely because of the Dundon-
ald episode, And the Dundonald incident
will not be one of the main issues, whether
the elections come this year or next.

MR. HAZEN AS A SIDE ISSUE.

Mr. J. D. Hazen seems to be fated to
figure as a side issue. While the minor
‘role is familiar to Mr. Hazen it is by no
means certain he will thank the Sun for
thrusting him forward in this bis old time
capacity. But the other day Mr. Hazen,
a8 a result of his laborious political ac-
tivities and public achievements was en-
joying a peniod of silence and obscurity,
whiich became him remarkably well. The
Telegraph did not intend to effect his
premature resurredtion. There is a time
for all things. But this newspaper did
remark, and with habitual accuracy, that
a certain copy of the rewised statutes had
fallen inito 'the hands of a somewhat use-
less politician. Jt mamed no names in this
oonnect;ion, and while it is true that par-
ticularization was unnecessary, so inevit-
ably would the public recognize the person
referréd to, The Telegraph’s intention was
to let it go at that.

Unfortunately for Mr. Hazen t‘he Sun
indignantly asserted dhat the book men-
tioned had niot fallen into the hands of a
somewhat useless politician but inbto the
hands of Mr. Hazen. The obvious retort
in these circumstances’ is that the terms
are synonomous, and the obvious retort
in this case has to back it up all the fail-
ures—that is to say, the entire political
record—of the -leader iof the local opposi-
tion.

Mr. ‘Hazen is, as has been said, a side
issue in the discussion about the statutes,
and why the Sun should suddenly drag
him into the glare of the footlights and
demand public judgment as to his useful-

undersbood either by the public or by the
naturally abashed gentleman the tatters of
whose political reputation are so painfully
apparent at this unsupported midsummer
appearance. As a hot weather topic the
geutlemn has much o commend him,
but it is lunfair of 'he Sun to introduce
him “in tbwt capacity.

| "As o his comparative uselesshess, sincs
the Sun has raised that question, t*e

@lso utilize it as a source of supply. The | province at (arge has passed upon it and

{
{

{business will be placed on a solid footing..

ing the ppresent government, expresses the

nes or uselessness will not be readily

svardict is ncither so gld nor so doubt-

il that it calls for recapitutation here.
I{ the Sun is now to attempt to set aside
that verdiot and attempt the rehabilitation
of this leader of a minority which he hes
done so much to render hopeless, both its
wisdom and its ability will be very sherply
end generally queationed. The place he
fills best is far “up-stage.” If The Tele-
graph were in any fashion to amend the
dharacterization “somewhat useless poki-
tidian” it would be foreed to cut out
“somewhat.”

THE PROVINCES LOSE.

While many interesting details are lack-
ing and we do not yet knew how the
Privy Council reached its decision, yes-
terday’s cablegrams leave mno doubt that
both New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island have failed in their appeal against
the reduction of the mumber of their rep-
resentatives at Ottawa, [The despatches
from London say “the court decided that
it was not mecessary to call counsel for

| the Dominion, but reserved judgment.”

This is taken to mean that the court,
after hearing the arguments of Mr. A. B.
Aylesworth and Attorney General Pugs-

ley, felt ‘justified in at omoe deciding that |

‘the ipositions taken by eounsel for the
provinces against the Dominion were un-
tenable,

This is likely to strike thé average Can-
adian as somewhat extraordinary. In the
tirst place Hon. Mr, Pugsley -and Mr.
Aylesworth are ‘admittedly accomplished

| and weighty counsel, and ' each was con-

vinced of the justice and strength of his
case, Nor were they alone in their be-
lief. Many good lawyers throughout Can-
ada have expressed the conviction that
the points raised by both New Brunswick
and the Island were well taken, and the
law officers of the Dominion, while hold-
ing the government view, are believed to
have admitted that the questions must be
regarded as fairly debatable, These facts
make it appear somewhat surprising that
the Privy Council should feel able to de-
tect at a glance weaknesses in the cases
of the provinces which were not appar-
ent, after much study, to able lawyers in
Canada. If anything the Prince Edward
1sland government was even more hope-
ful of the success of the appeal than was
that of New Brunswick and it was wide-
ly asserted that the Island’s case was
‘stronger than our own.

While there must be genem.l regret at
the outcome of the hearing the result can
'créate no doubt as to the wisdom of car-
rying the question to he final tribunal.
The @principle involyed was of such vital
importance ‘to the proviuees that no gov-
ernment would have béen justified in pér-
mitting the matter to go by default. Op-
ponents of the government have freely
prophesied failure, yet kad they been on
the treasury benches of "New Brunswick
they would doubtless have felt, as the ad-
ministration did, that provincial rights
should be maintained to the utmost, and
that the province should’ use every pos-
sible legal effort; to prévent the adoption
of a precedent which may have so serious
a result later on 'when the rapid growth
of the West must lead to further and
greater Teductions in the strength of our
delegation in the House of Commons. The

| provincial government adopted the course

dictated by the interests of the province
and made every effort to win. However
much the failure of the appeal is to be
regretted it must be admitted that it was
proper to press the matter to a conclu-
sion and that the government could mob
have done more under the circumstances.

THE TRAGEDIES AND THEIR
LESSONS.

George Gee was sane enough to come
within the law fixing punishment for the
highest crime, and there was no other
way in the circumstances but ‘to eliminate
him from society by the process of the
rope. The divine Jaw and the human law
forbid a man to kill, and in Canada it
is still deemed necessary to punish by
death those who deliberately commit mur-
der. Some day the death penalty may be
abolished, but it is felt that as yet it
would be umwise to substitute enother
form of punishment, less shocking bat,
from some standpoints, no less severe.

Gee is dead and gone to his account.
There will be general relief because the
last scene was not marked by any un-
toward incident euch as too frequently
deepens the horror necessarily associated
with fhe execution of condemned slayers.

It remains for New Brunswick to look
now to the lesson of the Gee tragedy and
the somewbat similar one to be found in
the Cammack ‘horror. 'The weak
and ignorant man who died Friday
morning afforded - during his last days
of reflection and preparation, material not
only for many a temperance sermon but
for other warnings to the. community
touching the graver duties of civilized
citizenship. These lamentable ocCurrences
have served one mournful purpose—they
have suddenly turned the searchlight upon
conditions which cry for eorrection,

The community has discharged a simple
and unavoidable duty in the condemnation
and execution of a wretched murderer.
But there are other greater duties which
are neither simple nor unavoidable. There
is a task far more important even than
increasing the protection of the life of the
individual. The execution of one man no
doubt exencises a restraining influence up-
on other men whose passions are strong
and who value their necks, but this in-
fluence is limited. The great thing is to
prevént ' conditions which 'give = ¥ise to
crime. Prevention is infinitely ‘miore use-

ful than fpumshment 'I.‘he valie oif
good exmm]o is more than uﬂm\‘f of
bad ones. -And yet go skamples &

are not enough. The children—the great
No modern reformer

work (begins there.
has yet improved upon Solomon’s advice
about training up a child in the way he
ghould go. The children of all classes
are included. But e apecial duty rests
upon the community in- relation to the
ignorant, the waifs and strays and defec-
tives who develop in dark places and work
darkly. It will be strange indeed if the
recent tragedies'in ‘this province do not
fave the effect of bringing these things
fhome to the people at large and leading
them to lessen the necessity for punish-
ment by applying themselves-to the greater
duty of prevention, *

THE WAR NEWS.
Threats of European complications and
the approach of a crisis in the Manchurian
campaign unite to lend renewed interest

‘o the war mews. If, as the London Times

and 'Standard hear, General Kuroki's
right wing was engaged from dawn yester-
day, it would look as though the long
deferred general action had begun. It has
been sdid that General Kuropatkin waa in

a position where he must fight or rui‘:.i.
He is probably willing to do either could }

he choese. The indications are that he
muet do both, and as his long front s
parallel to his line of retreat, military ob-

servers are predicving that if beaten at
all the Russians must suffer a most dis |

agtrous tout. The Japanese commanders
have come¢ in for some criticism lately by
observers wha profees to see that valable
opportunities to destroy the Russian main
‘body have been meglected. One wonders
what these same crities would say about
the Russians along the same line. When
we recall the opportunities accepted, often
at great cost, by General Kuroki “and
(Gieneral Oku, there is natural hesitation to
believe that the recent delay has been due
to anything but a determination not to
strikd until the attack could be made
effective -and conclusive as far as. this
campaign iz concérned.

London is extremely bellicose just mow,
and the possible outcome of Britain’s re-
sentment of the conduct of Russian volun-
teer ships in Turkish waters has for the
moment overshadowed the existing.war.
Despatches describe the demand in Lon-
don for aggressive measures against Rus-
gia as stronger than ever gince the Cri-
mean war. For all that Great Britain
does not now appear very likely to go to
iwar, Neither will she take the Russian
challenge lying down. The British gov-
ernment has made formal and firm protest
against the eeizure of British ships, and
it. appears as if Russia were about to ex-
plain and recede. It is the Russian habit
to tempt fate in this fashion, but as in

 former cases, a firm stand by the British

will  evidently lead St. Petersburg to
choose the wiser course and avoid all that
would be meant by war with Britain.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

About the mext thing coming to St.
John is the annual tax bill.

*

The London newspapers assume & WAar-
like tone over Russia’s provoking comduct
in Turkish waters.

‘- % »

St. Petersburg despatches indicate that
_the Czar has decided that his troubles are
numerous enough without a wir with
Great Britain. As Britain is not seeking
a war this should suit all hands.

. ® =

Halifax will follow St. John’s example
in calling in an expert to report upon its
water supply. The Chronicle says the
improved service may cost nearly a mil-
lion, an estimate calculated to make Bt.
John taxpayers uneasy on the eve of Mr.
F. A. Barbour’s report upon our awn sit~
uation. We may escape three-quarters of
the Halifax estimat;e

-

The ‘British government declines to
meddle in the Dundonald business unitil
the general has been heard, at home, ¥in
his own defense”” as the war secretary puts
it. Canada is well able to attend to her
own affairs, is the government view.
Canada does mot doubt that, but, as Mr.
Lloyd George pointed out, Lord Dundon®

ald is now responsible solely, to his British
superiors and a hint from them to him

might not be mntimely.
®* * »

This country is not so entirely defence-
less after all. In his Toronto speech Lord
Dundonald said: “Gentlemen, the most
extraordinary feature of the controversy
with regard to the recommendations in
my report for 1902 is the very remarkable
fact . that the main features and recom-
mendations in it, so far as paper organi-
zation is concerned, have been already
adopted, and are now in dorce in Can-
ada.”” No objection to that surely.

* * »

The Germans permitted Russia to leave.

her western frontier unguarded and send

troops from that quarter to Manchuria.

They apparently expected in return that,

whatevar game Russia played in the region
of Constantinople, German ehips at least
should be free from annoyance. But Rus-
aia has held up several German steamers
and Berlin is disenchanted. The XKaiser
expected to be treated as Russia’s ally. In-
stead he is treated like the hated British. .
That is next to the last straw. .

The Toronto World has  detected the:
Wichita (Kansas) Eaglé in an attempt to
annex Canada by force. The World thers-
“The " national animal of
Canada, as contrasted with the eagle, is

upon remarks:

Sl_.

m Smud.y at 1 odpc’k‘ i g ilst.ﬁﬂohh N. B, Juy 23, 1904

J. N. HARVE

’

Men’s and Boys’ Clothier,
199 and 201 Union Street.

'use. Strong as-the strongest,

' the beaver; an industrious, placid, but de-
 termined beast, who says nothing, but
chaws wood, and is now engaged in build-
ing a substantial national edifice, undis-
turbed by the screams of eagles and other,
excitable creatures.” The Woerld should
be comforted by the fact that the annex-
ationists are now as far off as Wichita.
Former]y we had some much nearer homc
* * &

,Mark Tapley was a pessimist compared
with some of the Russians. In telling of
the action at Motien pass in which they
were repulsed with the loss of 1,000 men,
they say that at least the battle served
to:show that General Kuroki had a larger
force than they had supposed. Apparent-
iy the Russian idea of it is that they fool-
ed the enemy once more. Such cunning
is very costly.

i *® & @

'The average length of life is as yet not
thirty-four years, while one-fourth of the
people die before they are seven years
old and but one-sixth live beyond sixty.
- One would hardly think that men would
quarrel so much and m.pk .ife so uncom-
fortable when 33,000,000 must die every
year, 91,000 every day, 3,370 every hour,
and sixty every minute. Why can we not
all agree to live and let live, seeing that
life is so short—Boston Globe. .

* % »

London is still talking war, the de-
spatches say this morning. News that. Rus-
sia has receded is not- confirmed there or
is discredited. The Daily Telegraph is
particularly bellicose. Russia must back
down or fight, is its ultimatum. No doubt
that is just about the truth. But Russia
is expected to back down. As an American
journal expresses it rather neatly:

“Dhe joy which is represented to. be
manifest at St. Petersburg over the

seizues by the volunteer fleet is tikely to
be of short duration, and despite the fact

outcome is practically certain, if for mo
other reason that that Russia canmot want
a new antagonist, It will, perhaps, cause
her heartburnings to apologize, as ir. did
us during the civil war over the Tremt
affair, but prudence has its claims.”
I e« o 0

Webster City )Ia.), has attracted renew-
ed atvention by its resolve to run a mews-
paper on its own hook. As a municipal

has been a gas fight in Webster City,
which is still hot, and, as the two daily
newspapers already in the field do not
satisfy the City Oouncil, it arranged to
start another one to be run ag a municipal
organ.—Indianapolis Sentinel.

‘I'here is a suggestion here for the St. John
aldermen, thcugh in this connection it
nmst be admitted that no alderman here
has undertaken to defend the quality of
the gas for which St. Jchn people are eom-
pelled to pay. The aldermen could enlist
the hearty support of the existing mews-
papers if they would start a campaign for
‘good gas.
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The New York World inquires: “Why
should the government object to raising
the Maine? If these mysterious hints from
Washington continue, people will begin to
think that there is some secret the au-
thorities do not want to see uncove
The government, which has really no con-
trol now over the wreck of the Maine,
since it ds merely an obstruction to na-
navigation in Havana harbor and subject
to the jurisdiction of the Cuban republie,
has created this and otler comment by
its refusal to permit a contractor to raise
the wreck. The destruction of the Maine
caused the war with Spain bewuse an
American commission decided that the
batitleship was blown up by a mine. Does
the government fear a complete examina-
tion of the wreck, above water, would
disprove the commission’s verdiet?

. & &

Enthusiastic for the first time in years,
the Naw York Wvening Post hails Judge
Parker as the Moses of the Democrats.
Kxtolling his courage in telegraphing the
Democratic convention that he would de-
1 cline the nomination unless he was accept-
ed as a recognized sound money man, and
thus’ refusing to compromise - with: the
‘wildcat ‘elements qf “the party, The Post
says:

that British consols are down a pacific |

enterprise this is somewhat new. There |-
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than the political aspect of Judge Parker’s
magnificent act that we wish most to em-
phasize today. He has given fresh hope
to ‘America. Democratic - government
wears a fairer face for the discovery of
such civic virtue as his held in reserve for
the day of great need. Judge Parker has
removed a raproach not only from- his
party, but from *his country. Too many
were saying of the United States, as Dis-
raeli did of France, that if had its chasse-.
pot and its mxtrml]euse, but “of that third

single specimen.” Today we can ‘point
to the man, so towering that England sees
and salutes him, so modest and unpreten-
tious and simply brave that his fellow-
countrymen are rejoicing in him as in a
mnew national possession.”

The Echoof a Song

To my fancy idly roaming, comes a picture
of the gloaming,

lilac and the rose;
With the yellow lamplight streaming I am
sitting here and dreaming
Of a half-forgotten twilight whence a mel-
low memory flows;
To my listening ears comes winging vagrant
notes of woman’s singing,
I’ve a sense of sweet contentment as the
sounds are borne along
'Pis a mother who is tunrlng her fond heart
to love and crooning
To her laddie such a
sleepy little,
creepy little
song.

Ah, how well do I remember when by crack-
ling spark and ember

The old-fashioned oaken rocker moved with
rhythmic sweep and slow;

4 With her feet upon the fender, in a cadence

low and tender,
Floated forth that slumber anthem of a
childhood long ago.
There were goblins in the gloaming and the
half-closed eyes went roaming
Through the twilight for the ghostly shapes
of b s along;
Now the sandman’s slyly creeping and a tired
lad half sleeping
When she sings to him that
sleepy little,
creepy little
song.
So I'm sitting here and dreaming with the
mellow lamplight streaming
Through the vine-embowered window in a
yellow filigree,
On the fragrant air corme winging vagrant
notes of woman’s singing,
'Tis the slumber song of chdl»d:!:ood! that is
murmuring to me,
And some subtle fancy creeping lulls my
senses half to sleeping
As the misty shapes of bugaboos go dream-
ily along,
All my sorrows disappearing, as a tired lad
I'm hearing
Once again my mother’s
sleepy little,
creepy little

i SONg.
—J. W. Foley, in New York Times.

PEACE AND WAR BETWEEN
BRITAIN AND RUSSIA HANG

1IN THE BALANGE.

((nnhnued from page 1.)
although a final adjudication is expected
to determine the exact rights of Russia in
the matter.

Newchwang, Tuesday, July 19—Japanese
warships in the Gulf of Liao Tung are
stopping vessels carrying contraband of
war. They sank four junks off the Chin-
ese coast. All the crews were lost. Other
junks from Che Foo for the Kwantung
peninsuia with rice have been deprived of
their cangoes.
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The Sunhght way of wgsh-

MURRAY & GREGORY,

LIMITED,
ARE NOW SAWING

Cedar Shingles and Clapboards

in addition to their usual output of
Long Lumber, Staves, Headivgs,
Laths, etc., and sre in a better
position than ever before to supply
building material,

A Planing Mill Is being
erected adjacent to saw mill f
the manufacture of Floori
Sheathing, etc., that will "pe

“But it ig, after all, the personal mire

runsing shortly,
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Comes a fragrance from the blossoms of the
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engine, called’ a man, it dlgl not rpoasxe%ss gl
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