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TIME FOR A SHOW DOWN
— ———

In contemplating a strike against
fhe order of President Hanna of the
Baftway Board which forbids railway
employees from accepting parliament-
#ry or legislative positions, the em-
ployees appear to be losing sight of
the point of the dispute altogether;
and if it becomes necessary to have
& showdown, it may as well come first
@8 last. The contention of the men
that Mr. Hanna's order interferes with
their rights as ordinary citizens to
#eek public office is an entirely errone-
ous ome. It does not do anything of
the kind; it merely, in effect, declares
that if a man wants to enter public
‘life in such a way and to such an ex-
tent as will interfere with the per-
formance of the duties for which he
§s paid, he must quit his job. He can-
not possioly be at work in two places
8t the same time.

A strike of railwaymen ai the
present time, would be—to say tne
least—very inconvenient, and for one
to take place as a result of tiie pres-
ent disagreement, would not meet with
very much sympathy from the pubiic.
Speaking. generally, the people as a
whole are more inclined to De sympa-
thetic to the reasonmable demands of
labour than otherwise; buv they have
with fancied or unreal
In the present instance,
if any railway official wants to become
a member of Parliament or Legisia-
ture, there is no reason at all why ne
should not, but it is utterly unreason-
able to suppose that he can be permit-
ted to abser
work for several weeks, while he at-
tends to his personal affairs, and at
the same time retain hig job. If the
railwaymen were working for a pri-
vate employer they would not expect
him to keep them on his payroll while
they were away attending to other
business and drawing pay for it; and
there is no reason why because the
employer happens to be the Govern-
ment that they should recélve any
differeny . treatmemt. Mr. Hanna's re-
fusal to permit any employee to be
away from his job for weeks at a
time cannot under any circumstances
be called a hardship; if they want to
80 inio public life; no one wants ta
hinder them. Amd they camuot both
keep their cake and eat it. Let us
bave a showdown by all means and
get it done with,

THE MARRIAGE LAWS

no patience
grievances.

himself from his regular

There has been a good deal of
newspaper and other comment during
the past few months on the great in-
crease in number of applications for
divorce, and of the reasoms for the
same. Perbaps if some consideration
were given to the marriage laws with-
out applications for di-
vorce would not be possible, some im-
provement might ‘While not
all unions that turn out badly are the
resuit of hasty or illconsidered mar-
riages, there can be no doubt that
many of them are; if some couples
were not married (n quite so much
haste, they would ot have occasion
to repent at their leisure.

It is scarcely possible that the mar-
riage laws of any province of the
Dominion or State of the Union could
be more loose than they are in New
Brunswick. Here there are absoclutely
no safeguards of any kind; any couple
who want to be marsied, can be, with-
out an} trouble whatever, always pro-
vided that they dc not wish to be mar-
ried under the rites of the Roman
Cetholic Charch. This church is the
only ome ihat treats the marriage
service seriously. Under the law of
this province, any young man who can
scrape up $550 can get a license with
as little trouble as he can buy a packet
of tobacco. All be has to do is to go
to & marriage license vendor, accom-
panied by a friend who will become|
bis bondsman, which is fhe merest
matter of form, pay his money and
get his license. There is absolutely
8o notice required and the minister|
will, usually ‘“keep mum” for some
fiays it asked to do s0. By this means

which these

result.

and married without her parents
’ any wiser. As a rule, the min-
does not care; the couple have
: gradted a license to marry, und
gar as he is concerned, that is all
is to it. If he is inclined to have
doublts about the matter and re
to marry the couple, he knews
y well that some other parson willy
 puts his beruplos to ome elde aud

“w.phcel Just at present. A few more

teen, who met at St. Stephen and were
married there. Nobody knew any-
thing about it until it was all over, and
the bride's parents began to make en-
quiries. Under proper marriage laws
this could mot have happened. As
magters stand today, a couple who
live in St. John, may take the train
to some other town, get a license
there, be married and come back
again and mo one be one whit the
wiser. It 18 done every day.

Were any couple who seek to be
married required to procure the ii-
cense from the vendor in the locality
in which they live and notice of the
proposed wedding posted up in the
vendor’s office or some other puilic
place where the public couid see it
for at least a week (in England ‘t is
21 days), there would be fewer =in-
away matches. If any couple is not
willing to have public notice given of
the intended marriage, and to wait a
week after it, then the marriage were
betterprevented until they are willing.
The honest, well-considered marriage
does not suffer at all. We have far
too uch of secret marriages, of over-
night decisions to marry, of runa vy
marriages, and of mere irresponsibie
ying of the matrimonial knot. Un-
fortunately, there are, as we have
said, ministers who ask few or no
questions, as long as the circumstan-
ces seem ordinary. If public notice of
a week were required, parents and
friends would have a chapce of rescu
ing girls from vé¢kless matrimonial
ventures of which they may not ap-
prove.

INTERFERENGE

On the day of
Election, the

the Presidential
people of the United
States told President Wilson that his
services were no longer required, yet
the Constitution of that country leaves
him and his party in comtrol of affairs
for several months after their intima-
tion that they no longer want him.
He appears to be determined to use
the interval to the best advantage and
although the popuular vote was
against him and his League of Nations
programme, he is evidently not going
to lose his grip on it or let if die as
long as he has anything to say about
aftairs. In view of what has happen-
ed, Mr. Wilson's note to Great Britain
which was forwarded the other day
over Mr. Secretary Colby’'s signature,
is about as great a piece of presump-
tion as can well be imagined. It
might not unnaturally be supposed
that Mr. Wilson would recognize the
fact that other nations will not now
regard him as representing the views of
the American people; and that instead
of pushing his personal views forward,
he would have left the question of his
country's participation in European
affairs to be dealt with by those who
will shortly succeed him.

The United States Government has
not, under existing circumstances,
very much right to interfere in Euro-
pﬂean matters at all, and Secretary
Colby’s note regarding Mesopotamia
can only be regarded as impertinent,
There is no doubt that the fact that
there are valuable oll deposits in that
goun(ry has been the prime factor in
inducing the President to interfere,—
but that need not worry the American
people, who have such enormous oil
deposits of their own, and the inter-
ference will oniy tend to accentuate
:_ho distrust with which g large por-
tion of the British peaple are inclined
to regard the United States, It Brit-
ain, whose armies released Mesopo-
tamia from Turkish rule, had claimed
the country by right of conquest, she
could have made up a large part of
her shortage in oil resources, Instead,
she is protecting and assisting Meso-
potamia on behalf of its Arab people
while giving assurances to nations
that had nothing to do with its eman-
cipation that they will have the same
opportunity to benefit from its devel-
opment as she will.

There are undoubtedly great possi-
bilities ahead of the Mesopotamia oil
fields, which Britain cannot afford, to
ignore. Tt is of the utmost comse-
quence to her that a sutficlent oi] sup-
ply should be available to her in the
future; and the idea that President
Wilson seems to hold, that when apy
Rew sources are
available, the United States Govern-
ment must be allowed some say in
their distribution, will not recelve any
very sympathetio recognition by the
British ‘people,

e e e o b L4
Mr. Lindsay Crawford's lines de not
appear to be cast in very pleasant

likely to become| )

dustrial unrest, Writers like Mr.
Frank Vanderlip, then President of

came back from London with talea
of gloom. To judge from these, ona
would have imagined that repudiation
of our national liabilities and red rev-
c.ution lay right ahead of us.

Today the attitude of America to-
wards us has completely changed.
From alarm and despair the respon-
sible American authorities are adopt
ing a tone of admiration and in some
ways of envy. They are beginning
to appreciate England’s gains because
of the war; they have discovered that
our industrial troubles, bad as they
seem to us, are not nearly so bad as
the labour disputes that rack many
Awmerican trades; they are loud Im
their praise of the way in which we
are putting post-war machinery to-
gether to avail ourselves to the full of
the advantages awaiting us. “The
British business man,” wrote one 01
the chief foreign experts of the Unit:
ed States, recently, “is today deter
mined to recapture the trade won from
bam in pre-war days by the Germans.
CGreat Britain today has enormous re-
scurces Lo draw upon. Mesopotamia
is certain to become one of the great
granaries of the world as a resuit of
the irrigation system planned by Brit-
ish interests. The absorption of Ger-
man Bast Africa will enable the Brit-
ish railroad buiider to realise his
d:eam of a line from the Cape to
Cairo. German South-West Africa and
other German colonies will yield rich
returns to the British miner and agri-
culturalist. The new treaty with Per
sia—{frequently described as the great:
diplomatic stroke since the ac-
quisition of the Suez Canal shares by
Disraeli—will give the British Gov-
erument a controlling interest in the
Persian oilfields, which may well be
one of the big factors in paying off
the British war debt.”

A Criticism of British Banking.

The American does not admire some
of our financial methods so much as
he did in the days before the war. He
belleves that our banking system fail-
ed to show sufficient elasticity under
war conditions and that British banks
crippled, rather than aided, British
traders in the great days of trial of
1014-1915. The unwillingness of Brit.
isii bankers to make advances upon
gcods, thus preventing manufacturers
frcm producing and storing during the
dull early war days for consumption
aflerwards, seems to the American
particularly unwise But while he
crrticises our banking limitations, he
has nothing but undisguised envy for
our banking and financial machinery,
particularly for the machinery for fi-
nancing foreign trade which centres
around Lombard street.
The foreign banking agencies of Bri-
tain, and more especially our supply
of expert bank clerks, trained in deal-
ing with foreign exchange, are the en-
vy of Wall street. America today has

almost unlimited money for foreign
enterprises. The great American
banks and trusts are desirous more

than anything else of obtaining chains
of branches throughout the world
which will rival British financial or-
ganizations. But they are hampered
by the lack of men with knowledge.
They have tempted many trained
men from British banks. They have
established training schools to edu-
cate their own men. In time, no
doubt, they will catch up to us. But
today Britain’s financial tentacles,
spread all over the world, are Ameri-
ca's envy.

Respect For Labor Organization.
1t comes as a surprise to the Britisk
manufacturer to discover that the Am-
ericans regard with great respect
much of our organization of labor.
The survival of the old trade Guilds,
institutions such as the ‘“‘Chapels” of
compositors, which form a means of
co-operation of friendly contact be-
tween men and masters, were once
locked upon as hoary anachronisms.
Today trans-Atlantic sociological ex:
perts have found that they are some
of the most valuable and humanising
elements in labor relations. The
British workmen's co-operative stores
are attracting more and more attem-
tion among American employers. They
find here a great steadying force
which their own labor lacks.

The American employer has not yet
come to the point where he s willing
to adopt the foundation basis of Brit-
igh relations between labor and capi-
tal. In America the relation between
employer and employed is, on the
whole, an autocracy; in Britain it is
a democracy. The American employ-
er is an autocrat, a benevolent auto-
crat, if wise, but an autocrat never-
itheless. Leading employers, men like
Judge Garry, openly stand up and de-
fend principles in industrial relations
whkich we have wiped off the slate for

the City National Bank of New York,"
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erround loose.

he hasent got eny yet.
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Puds Simkins saw 2 pidgins hopping
Satidday looking like loose pidgins not belonging
and he started to try a ixperiment to see if its you
Al catch herds by putting salc on their tale, and after about
halt & hour his mother called him in and gave Aim hek for using
WP her hole new bag of salt and the pidgine was still

' ‘Sisstety. Mr. Ed Wernick had a fearse stummick ache last
Sundey attirnoon but he felt better in the eevning, the main rea-
8on being because he couldent of felt eny werse. '

Pome by Skinny Martin, o
A BIG SERPRIZE.
A little dog sat on her tale,
Answering to the name of Mag,
But her tale dident know it was sat on
Till it started to iry to wag. ;

Big collection of sines for all perposes rented out cheap, in-
clooding Bell Out of Order, No Admission, Car Stops Heer,
Post No Bills and Wawk in Without Ringing.
nick and Lew Davis Sine Renting Co.

Intristing Facks About Intristing Peeple. Sid Hunt gots a
dime every time he dont make his mother mad for a week, ony

SHAERARLLLENT TV VR NL VAN 0,04
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" WHAT OTHERS SAY |

A GOod M. P,
(Calgary Herald.)
Rumor says that W. A. Buchanan
will not agair be a candidate for the
federal house from Lethbriige con-
stituency. If rumor is current it will
be unfortunate for Lethbridge. Mr.
Buchanan has been a good member,
serving his constituency admirably
and proving himself a valuable man
in Parliament.
The CoSt of Publishing.
(Woodstock Sentinel-Review.)

v
Dr. Frank Boyane?
DENTIST
74 Germain Street
(Between King and -
Princess)
"Phone Mnin 421i,

Figures of newspaper p ns
show that there are now 25 per cent.
fewer newspapers in Canada than
there were in the year 1914, the first
year of the war. According to the
Montreal Star, the cost of producing
that paper is now $1,600,000 per year
more. than {it was before the war.
What is true of Montreal Star is, no
dcubt, relatively true of other papers.
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THE LAUGH LINE |

Matrimonial Hoeing.
“Edith's hosband seems to me
pretty common clay.”

‘“Well, she's getting the rocks out
of him all right.'—Boston Transcript.

Hig One Chance.

“l believe,” said the impatient man
as he put aside the telephone, “‘that
I'l go fishing.”

“Didn’t kmow you cared for fishing?”
“l don’t oendinarily. But it's the only
chance I have of finding myself at the
end of a line that isn't busy.”—Boys
Life.

A e
Quite So.

They met by chance in the waiting
room of a raflway station. “My
friend,” began the man with the bag
full of tracts, persuasively, “have you
ever reflected om the.shortness of life
and the fact.- that’'death is inevit-
able ?”

“Have 17" replied the man in the
big overcoat, cheerfully,. “Well, !
should say so. I'm an insurance
agent.’—Londen Weekly Tribune.

Feminine Self-Denial.
Wife—[ saw the loveliest chiffonier
today for $50.
Hub—Great Scott, you didn't buy
it. did you ?
Wife—No, dear, I restrained myself
and bought a hat instead.—Boston
Transcript.

A Subtie Scheme.

“Auntie, may I have another plece
of candy ?”

“No, Willie, # will only make your
tooth ache more.”

“No it won't. I'll just go and eat
it in front gf the dentist’s.”—Boston
‘Transcript.

Knew the Animal.
A teacher was instructing a class
in English and called a small boy
named Jimmy Brown. “James,” she
sald, “write on the board ‘Richard
can ride the mule if he wants to."”
“Now,” continued the teacher when

Fresh Broiled Lobsters

Brown’s Clams
Brown’s Dainty Dinner Dish
SMITH'’S FISH MARKET,

25 Sydney 8t. M. 1704

ket, both in sets and indi pieces,
© Make Your Sebion Now!

X

R O s e R

" 3 and 5-Piece Sets, Stag”'
Celluloid Handles,

5

Wi ol

FISH CARVERS

Cellulcid and Pearl Handles.

MCAVITY’S

Phone
M. 2540

A Gift Your Wife
Will Welcome

A BEVELLED PLATE
PEER GLASS FOR THE
BOUDOIR DOOR is dear
to the heart of woman-
kind, and will ' prove a
delighttul surprise and
daily reminder of your
thoughtfulness

Early orders prevent dis-
appointment.

'Phone us at Main 3000.

Murray & Gregory, Ltd.,
St. John, N. B.

STUDENTS |

entering or renewing in De-
cember have the Christmas
season added to their time.
Enter now and get the ice
broken.

Call or send for Rate Card.

Jimmy had finished writing, “can you
find a better form for the sentencer-
“Yes, ma'am, I think I can,” was the
prompt answer. “Richard can ride
the mule if the mule wants him to."—
Boys’ Life.

twenty years and more. In America

the foundation idea of the average Am-
erican manufacturer is that he is go-
ing to be master in his own house,
that he is going to suffer no interfer-
ence from anyone, and that he is, in
a word, “Boss.” He is prepared, more
or less, according to his enlightea.
ment, to provide all sorts of means
ot social amelioration and to pay high
wages. He employs experts to dis-
cever how best to benefit his people.
He maintains baths, social clubs, play-
grounds, and educational institutions
to a degree far beyond what is at-
témpted here. He is proud to do it,
proud of his beautiful factory and its
lovely gardens, proud of the white-
iled kitchens where good food is cook-
ed at cheap rates, and of the daintily
decorated rest rooms for his girl
workers.

But the American employer has not
yeiL discovered, as the British employ-
er has, that the only reforms really
worth making for your workers are
those you can get them to do for
themselves, or which they will do in
co-operation with the employer tak-
ipg an active part in the management,
One of the biggest employers in
Gieat Britain declared to me not long
ago after a tour through the United
States, “America is five hundred years
behind us so far as the relations be-
tween capital and labor are concern-
od She is still living under the feu-
dal system.”

(Continwed on page 7)

ed at Fredericton and Moncton and he

YOUR HORSES SERVE
YOU FAITHFULLY

Why not serve them equally well
by giving them O-Molene feed, the
best money will buy? Our horse
feed has gained its reputation on
quality alone. It builde fine strong
horses, from steady feeding. The
best is always the cheapest. Try
O-Moleng.

“Qusiity talis™

BRASS SIGNS

See our Signs for Doctors,
Dentists, Lawyers and
Agents. Any size, any
style. Quick delivery.

FLEWWELLING PRESS

Engravers and Printers
Market Square. St. John.

DON'T
SWEEP
CARPETS
ANY
MORE

It is bard and dusty work
and you will find it more sani-
tary to have hardwood floors.

| Diamond Rings Gold Wi i
Fancy Rings Scarf i
Pendants Chests ofSilver
Poarl Bead Necklaces Mentel

Ihdse Whose Time is Limited

Will doubtless find the following few suggestions of some
assistance in declding their Gift problems,

For “HER"—

Exclusive effects in platinum and diamond Lavalliers,.
Pendants, Bar Pins, Brodches, Diamond and Gem Set
Rings in large varlety, Pearl Necklaces, Watch Brace-
lets, Ivory Toilet Ware, ete

For “HIM"—

Watches, Watch Chalts, Signet Rings, Cuff Links,
Scarf Pins, Cigarette Cases, Pens, Pencils, Canes and
Umbreillas.

A personal inspection d our stock is necessary to
realize the possibilities we \ffer the gift giver, %

Ferguson & Page
The Jewelers — 41 King St.

ONOXONOONO ONVXOROMOROXOIE
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ENGLISH [1f You | Oak-Tanned
BALATA | YYam! | LEATHER
BELTING | Bes T\ BELTING
D. K. MCLAREN, LIMITED, Manufadurers

. Wclﬁir‘c‘-nﬁ:l‘l-li'ne’o‘ be.gcutluyonthew : :

MAIN 1121 90 GERMAIN STREET. ST. JGNN, N. B. BOX 702
Ny
7

“GIFTS THAT LA»T”

Here Are Best of Al
Christmas Presents

elry, Watches, Dia-

Best because everyone wants
monds and the other beautiful tings a jeweler sells.
Their very nature makes them clbicest of gifts. They
delight the eye, gratify the pride)\and retain their use-
fulness for many years. ; \

Make your selections before the shre is crowded with
late shoppers. ou can look aroun| now and enjoy do-

ing so. Articles will be laid away br you on payment
of a deposit. :

Qur stocks are |} plet ality is hi

prices are reasonable. “This is an id c::t{nri:l:fil:n‘ft::
gift buyers,

GOOD SUGH
Bracelet Watches
Men's Watches

We have good Birch and
Maple Flooring.

With Hardwood Flooring you
need only smalli rugs that are
easily cleaned.

MAPLE ........... 20c. a foot
BIRCH .....c004s.. 19¢. a foot
'Phone your carpenter now,

The Christie Wood-

C. H. PETERS SOKS,

will be forced to the concluion that
the people of the Maritime Proovinces
do not particulatly wafit his comipany,

$T. JOHN, . B.

working Co., Ltd.

e Stp Seast

The annual meeting of the Boan
meum&mn
bers last night with & fair attends

y power.
Precident Emerson’s Report.
president,
son, gave an exhaustive S
Work accomplished ' ¢
[ Ind;u‘gm u.‘. for
E::u‘mg n that, - propeely
Would mean much for the
sdvancement of the ug: m
Mr. Emerson ' sald g
endesvored during the past ‘year
faithtully perform its ehare of ¢
munity service. If it had /fatied
reach its objective this faflure
ceable largely to post war oo
that were beyond theé contro

.the board—conditions that not

@ bearing upon the activi
of the board, but, also,’of the ¢
mercial, industrial, transportation
general interests of the city. He
ferred to the activities of the cou
to farther port interests, and of
various delegations kent to Ott:

The retiring prgsident emphes
the part the board had taken in he
ly co-operating with the ity

other civic ieg in welcoming tr
delegations, parliamentari
from Ottawa and the Imperial P

Looking To Future.

Lodking to the future Presic
Emerson said there were many
standing needs for the city that
coming board would have to follow
Among the most pressing of these |
the development of the port al
permanent and progressive lines;
extension of the breakwater syste
additions to grain conveyors;
providing of wireless direction find
stations; 'the reducing of port co
the unification of harbor comtrol;
providing of ample harbor termi
on land and water; the expansior
trackage system of both railroa
improvement and cleanliness of
city; fmproved housing oconditic
furnishing of electric power . for
dustries; extension of tram car
tem; boys work and gemeral com
nity promotion.

In eclosing his remarks, the reti
president spoke of the unity of eff
and pictured the mighty benefits t
would accrue to the city if there w
a hearty co-operation on the part
busin and prod al men in
sup of the board’s work. He
liev great things could be ace
pli in the way of harbor impr
ments, publicity for the city, bet
ment of young citizenship. bring
of capital and Iabor in closer. |
mony.: It was up to the citizens
accomplish all this by attending
meetings and boosting the work
the board..

If the men of the city, he s
would visualize these things it wrc
not be dong before St. John w
have a Board of Trade that would
a winher.

As a parting word he said: Co
let us get together for the good of
city. Let us remember that in by
ing up St. John we are building
Canada, and we are likewige stren,
ening the arm of the British Emp
by furnishing it with a well equip
port that can be utilized in peace
war and all semsons of the year.

On motion of W. F. Burditt, a v
of thanks was extended the petis
president for his untiring efforts
promoting and advancing the w
of the board. He has sacrificed
own business and thrown his soul
energy into the board’'s work for
advantage of the city, work appr
ntodby all.

Hydro-Electric Power.

B. Ellis brought up the q
4ion of hwydro<lectric power.
thought, as the Premiaer wis to g
the city sn opportunity of oont
ing and distributing the power In |
city, the board might wisely give
some comsideration,

Ex-Mayor Hayes thougzht the pre
#ition ought to be of great inte
to the city which has been handic
ped on account of power, Indust
have been barred from the ecity,
gaid, becanse of excessive po
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