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PROSPFEROL NEW -YEAR may

A Havpy AND
it be to each and every

reader of the MESSENGER

AND VisiTon

oS
The New, Year.
In the date line of the MESSENGER AND VISITOR
this week there appears a new wumber, indicating
that, since the last preceding issue of the paper, we

which

Rave passed the arbitrary in the world's
reckoping of time separates one year from another
It is 1899 now in our
With t

But meanwhile the world's endless

The century has

grown very old jore years its number

will be complete

toil and endeavor wi hh that seems

important in the affairs

to pass, while the earth shall be making those two

journeys round the 1 Every year has its sur
prises, we cannot even a day may bring
forth.. But all th nd and experience of the past
teach us to expect that good and evil will be found,
that. more -or les vell as of pleasure
will enter into the Sonie will enjoy in
this new year a re of prosperity and
happinesd, and so will be sorely pressed with
adyersity and sorrow But ft is God's: world, and
those who will shall Iy 1 idaree and prote@ion
as they make their pilgy o X
It is Agtter to walk with God in the dark
Phan to walk alone in the Fght

It seems bul yeste 1 ve began to write
1898 in the date line ( "‘:'\V«AHM we had
senrcely be Wit to the calef®ar, when lo
aro her comes to 1 ts pla We are informed
that the vear 1 ve are expected with all
the rest of the wo to hasten to pay our respeéls
to its snccessor \ ‘ must kecognize the
powers that be hie dead ; long live the
king We “have ittachments to the
year that is- past ¢ nchined to linger
with its joy ! t t rmow, but a voiece
that comi from ! the centuries  calls
us onward. T present year of 18¢gg-is God's
year, it is the 1 vhiel he means us
to live Let us try to keep our tents pitched in
1808, while al waorld marching -on into
1899, Let.us not to make for ourselves a

hermitage in the nineteenth o

ury, while the
world is moving forward with God into the twentieth
He is God not of the | but of the living, and the

present is the theatre of hifi l.et no one- fear that
this world is slippivig beyond the watchear: and
control of its Creatqgr et no devout soul fear that
God is less the dgelling mluce of his people in this
generation than in any that has been. It is well
for us certaiily to carry with us, as we move forward
all that we have gathered of valuable knowledge and

experience, but let us not think that we must carry
the Most High with us into the future, as the pagan
worshippers of old carried their household gods with

them in their migration “ﬁh 3 his home

in all the centuric Iis ¢ abides with
men. With the passing years and centuries the
thought of man yeaches out into wider and widet
horizons; but that thought dpes not outreach the

ever vaster than

God of Moses and of Isaiah. “He is
man's comprel n | his g

and infinitely overflows th
which the most devout
can build. He inhabit

rious presence fills
rrandest  san@uary
htened worshipper

1f weook back

ward God is there, and if we turn our gaze to the
future, behold. he is ther But let us not think
that God is to' be appreliended only. as we go back
to bring him oyt of the dim past, oras e reach
forward to find him in the unknown future, for

God is here, very near to us, in this every day
resent inwhich we are living, though, our minds
ing filled with worldly thoughts and selfish

ambitions, like Jacob at Bethel, we perceive not

that we are in a house of God.  But here and now,

God is t

« Closer to us than thinking,
A And nearer than hands and feet.’

God is here,—as Creator, Revealer, Redeemer,
Helper and Judge:; and if we have eyes to see, ears
to hear and hearts to understand, every place in
which the world's life finds expression,—its homes,
its schools, its churches, its social circles, its streets,
‘jts market places, its forums, its senates, its battle-
will be sacred or awful to us because of the
joe of God.
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How Disciples Came to Jesus.

In the Bible lesson for the current week we see the
first disciples of Jesus gathering to: their Master,
There is much in the passage that is interesting and
instruélive. Here is John the Baptist standing
forth in rugged honesty and beautiful humility in
his chara®er of herald and witnes:-bearer, pointing
men to Him in whom are met the .supremest
heights of Lordship and the profoundest depths
of self-sacrificing dove, who is ‘the world's king
and the world's sin-offesing, the Son of God
SMtt—the Lamb of God.. great and

beautifal lesson in John's attitude toward Jesus,

There 18 a

his  kinsman acc rding  to the

g flesh, but his
Spirit

l.ord according to the In jJohn's great,

loyal heart, jvdlunc\' finds no shelter He is not
‘that light” *for which the world has waited,
but "its Merald, and he is content like

the nmn)i(;i; star, to disappear at the coming of the
perfect day, swallowed up in the glory of that light

Lhe is

of which it was his joy. to be the “harbinger We
are assured that the least in the Kingdony of Heaven
is grc.n.tu than John, but those virtues u}‘-i;nmi]it).
loyalty to God and unselfish devotion to ximhm\s

ness which were s¢

grandly exemplified nthe
Baptist are not so conspicuous in .the Chriytian
world today that we can afford to pass llghyk’h)'
the brief record of the man who was contedf to
disappear ﬁu'x? sight in order that men might lu-.ﬁnhl
one greater than he . §

It is instrudtive to observe how men came to be
associated with Jesus as his disciples. Certainly he
did not choose men without respect to their fitness
for intimate discipleship and apostleship, nor were
they chosen in any arbitrary way. There was in
the case of all who were true men and real -disciples
the working out of that principle which Jesus him
self enunciated To%im that hath shall be given
The men ng:vn(mm-x! in the lesson were evidently all
disciples of John They were his disciples at least
in the sense that they had been attracted by his
preaching, had listened to his message and believed
his witness concerning the Messiah about to appear
Two of them were with John when he pointed out
Jesus and declared himi to be the Lamb of God. At
once they followed Jesus, that they might know him
and receive-the truth from his own lips. And as
they listened to his words, the conviction grew
stronger in their hearts that John's testimony con
cerning him.wasdrue. They found also their. own
brothers—me doubtless of like spirit with them
and brought them to Jesus that they also

might hear and believe

selves
Aud soit is always ; those
who have advanced toward the truth with open
ears and honest hearts shall receive larger measures

of truth

thespronmise of the morning star

The eyes which are open to the light and
shall by and by
behpld the glory of the rising sufis the men whose
ears are attentive to the voice that cries in the
wilderness, ‘‘Prepare ye the way,’’' shall by and by
behold the King in his beauty : those who are ready
to accept the invitation of Jesus, “ Come and see,"

_will by.and by be able to say to him with full con

iction, ** Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living
God."” It is not given to every man to. be a John,
a Peter or a Paul ; but to every humble, believing
soul it is given to enter the inngr circle of intimate
disgipleship to Christ #nd in 3ome real sense to be
an apostle in his name. &
We learn fromthe lesson also how the circle of
disciples was enlarged, evidently it was largely
thr\;u;h the influence of those who having come
near to Jesus and

having felt the influence of

~his matchless personality, went and sought out

their = brethren or their friends to tell them
they had found and to bring them also
to Jesus. It is

the  power of

whom
hvw this means largely that
Christianity has extended
tm':\ugh the wotld. An Andrew finds the Christ,
and goes and tells his brother Simon, a John comes
into loving touch with the Master, and brings
his brother James. Philip is found of Jesus= and
straightway announces to his friend Nathanael that
the Messiah is com:2 A woman feeis her, heart
laid bare t> the Jm‘f‘;f and
hastens to tell her friends and acquaintances
of this searcher of hearts, who must be the
Christ. The power of personal testimony, reflect:
inz personal experience, has always been a
potent factor in promoting the spread of wvital
Christianity in the world. More convincing, ‘more
pjtent to bring men and women to Christ_than the

been

pure eyes of

January 4, 1899,

most cl‘nqm-m enforcement of truth, is the broken
testimony of some, contrite heart which, bowing
before the Lord, has felt the hen!iu;;v touch of his
love and received the gracious assurance ‘' thy sins
are forgiven thee.”” What the world needs today is
more. of this testimony, more of the experience out
of which such test/imouy is born..

{ » =
Editorial Notes.

It is reported that certain women of Granada

been stoning the statue of Christopher
Columbus, which adorns their city, because, by
discovering America, he
Spain’s ‘present humiliation? It is not stated that
any of the stones thrown by the dark-eyed maids of
Granada hit the statue, and in.the absence of definite

have

information, it may be presumed on general princi
ples, that, whatever else may. have been hit, the
statue of the famoug explorer escaped serious injury

-+ A Happy New Year to you''—~men, women
and children are saying to one another just now, as
they meet by the way. It is a kindly greeting, the
wonds have a pleasant sound, and very likely the
utterance of the

sentiment helps to

benevolent
kindlier feeling  among friends and

Still, when the the words are uttered as

cultivate a
neighbors
a mere “‘compliment of the season, "as they often
are, they doubtless do not add materially .to the
world’s stock of happiness. If one really desires
and purposes to do- something to make the world
happier, then these compliments of the season are
not without meaning, and surely for all Christians,
If all follow the
.lp(,.\"\n‘it‘ injunétion, ‘‘ Look not everyone on his

that should be a ruling purpose.

own things, but everyone also on the things of
others, "’

something will be accomplished toward
realizing those benevolent sentiments which find

utterance in one newspaper’s greeting

A Medicine Hat despatch states that the Black
feet Indians are reported to be killing the. cattle of
setters in the Red Deer country and that a patrol
of mounted police has been sent to preserve order
there., It is added that the Indians are

ort of
 ment, as the antelope have not come -soutl wing

to the mild weather Any one who considers how
dependent the Indians of the Northwest still are for
the means of living upon the results of their fishing
and hunting, cannot wonder that occasionally a
raidl i8¢ made upon the herds of the more provident
white man Any one who has read the books of
Jolin McDougall (one of which was recently noticed
in these columns) knows to what straits the Indians
and the missionary as well, were put at times, even
in the days when the great herds of Buffalo roamed
Now that the buffalo are all

gone,the condition of the uncivilized and improvident

over the great plains

Indian, notwithstanding the help that h
from the Governmernt, must be not less pr

eives
rious
and it is not therefore to be taken as a proof of the
red man's utter.depravity, if in his extremity he
fails ot times to pay stri€t regard to the distinétion
between meum and fuwm. The Indian can doubtless
suffer Imn)y,u with an.eqninimity quite beyond the
emuilation of the white man, but even for the Indian,
it i8 hard to starve, and see his wife and children
starve, in view of herds which fatten on his ancestral
prairies. ‘Of course we may say that the Indian
should cultivate thesoil and raise herds for himself,
he should*be more industrious and more provident.
Doubtless he is making some progress and will
make more in that diredion, but it can hardly be
hoped to transform the savage into a model citizen
within a single generation.

«~The announcement which President Trotter
makes in another column, concerning the result of
the canvass on behalf of the Forward Movement
Fund, together with the report of the committee on
that subject, will be read with keen and. grateful
interest by many readers of the MESSENGER AND
Visitor. It is most gratifying to us that the paper
is permitted, im its first issue of the new year. to
carry to the public this excellent reygrt. Very

h 1

appropriately Dr. Trotter expresses gr ul
recognition of the favor of God which %has rested
upon this undertaking, and thanks the friends of
the institutions who by their genercus donations, or
by expending time and effort in canvassing, have
contributed to the success of the Forward Move-
ment, And the ‘denomination will certainly not
forget,.in this connection, how much it awes to the
work «f President Trotter, whose faith in God and
in the people; prudent planning, indomitable hope
and unfailing tact have, by the blessing of Heaven,
coniributed so much to'carry this 1arge‘undertaking
to assured success. ; :

prepared the way for _
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