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:'XmMONTREAL CLOTHING STORE .

GREATEST DISASTERS 
IN THE HISTORY OF NEW YORK!

ONE1
Ш4.(OPERA HOUSE BLOCK)

207 Union Street, St. John, N. B.
£Î.

.
ШІ

N
We are getting ready for the blY: crowds that are to visit this city very 

horily. therefore we want you to prepare yourselves with all equipments 
you may require in the line of Clothing, 
thins at such low prices are enough to make it hard .for men and women to 
j.eep their purse in their pocket.

living daily will sure to please the buyer, 
watching our window display very carefully.

MEN'S SUITS at $3.50, $5.00, $6.00, $6.60, $7.00, $7.60, $8.00, $9.00, $9.50, $10.00, 
112,00 and $14.00.

YOUTHS’ SUITS at $3.60, $5.00, $6.00, $6.50, $7.00, $7.50.
BOYS' S-PIECB SUITS at $2.50, $2.75, $3.00, $3.50, $4.00, $4.50 and $5.00

BOYS' 2-PIECE SUITS at $1.25, $1.90, $2.00, $2.25, $2.40, $2.75 and $3.00.
і

MEN'S PANTS at 75c„ $1.00, $1.25, $1.40, $1.50, $1.75, $1.90, $2.00, $2.25, $2.50,
*27 and $3.001,a pair.

BOYS’! PANTS at 25c., 35c„ 50c., 75c., 90c. and $1.00 a pair. C <

One Price Only and all goods marked in plain figures at the

I
ti 1Our large stock of up-to-date Clo- X

) a
The new arrivals of clothing that we are 

You will reap many benefits
WWWAn^WlAAPWWWWWW^ 1
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FIRE SWEPT VESSEL'Oyer Six Hundred Women and ChildrenH0RRiBLE 

Burned to Death or Drowned While on Their

Way to a Sunday School Picnic.

L>

■*'

Was Run Ashore as Soon 
as Possible,

Charred Bodies of Hun- 
dreds of Victims

p

But Scores of Persons Had Jumped 
Overboard From Flaming 

Decks. '

Drifted to the Shore — Mospita 
Patents Almost Insa.ie From 

the Sight.Montreal Clothing Store.
NEW YORK, June 16.-J31X hundred 

persons, men, women and children, at 
a conservative estimate, met death yes­
terday by the burning, beaching and 
sinking of the big three-decked excur­
sion steamer General Slocum, which 
took fire in the East River near the 
entrance to Long Island Sound, while 
on her way to a Sound resort with 
more than a thousand excursionists, 
the Sunday school pupils of St. Mark’s 
German Lutheran church, their re­
latives and friends.

At one o'clock this morning, accord­
ing to a statement issued by Coroner 
O’Gorman of the Bronx Borough, 483 
bodies had been recovered from the 
destroyed vessel, burned to death or 
drowned, and found on the shores to 
which they had been washed or picked 
up in the' river to which they had 
jumped or fallen from the burning 
vessel.

Tugs are arriving hourly with bodies 
from North Brother Island.

AN AWFUL DISASTER.

come panic-stricken, and those who 
were not caught by the flames rushed 
to the stem of the vessel, where hun­
dreds jumped overboard into the 
swiftly running water. It is alleged 
that the life preservers were too se­
curely fastened to their holdings to be 
available, and stories are told of 
frantic efforts by strong men to cut 
them loose, brff even if they could 
have been tom down they were too 
high for the children to reach them.

NO ATTEMPT TO CHECK THE 
FLAMES.

at the extreme eastern end of Ran­
dall’s Island! when fire broke out in a 
lunch room on the forward deck, caus­
ed by the overturning of a pot of, 
grease. A high wind fanned the blaze 
into instant fury.

HEADED FOR THE WHARF.

Efforts to subdue the fire were futile 
and word was sent at once to the cap­
tain, who started to make a landing at 
134th street. He was warned, how­
ever, that the boat would set fire to 
lumber yards and oil tanks there and 
changed the Slocum’s course, heading 
her for North Brother Island, half a 
mile away. The flames had now brok­
en out along both sides of the steam­
er. The passengers, seized with panic, 
rushed to the stem of the vessel to es­
cape the heat and the smoke that was 
constantly increasing. Policemen and 
deckhands aboard the boat struggled 
hard to quiet the panic, but their ef­
forts were unavailing. The wild dis­
order increased, as frantic mothers 
sought to find their children who had 
been at play about the decks.

wandered along the long row of 
■corpses, searching for children and 
friends. Women with disfigured faces, 
their clothes partially stripped from 
them, were carried to the improvised 
emergency hospital, crying for child­
ren who had been torn from them in 

-the mad rush when the boat took fire.
Meanwhile the Slocum burned to the 

water's edge. At 12.25 o’clock, two 
hours and 25 minutes after the fire was 
first discovered, she sank, 

і It is estimated that there were nearly 
100 charred bodies on her decks. Just

■ after the steamer sank, the water near­
by was black with bodifes.

EIGHTY-EIGHT CHARRED 
CORPSES.

The tug Fidelity succeeded in pick­
ing up 88 charred corpses in Hunt’s 
Cove, off Rykér’s Island, and carried

■ them into the Sound. None of these 
bodies, it is thought, can ever be 
identified. Heads, legs and arm? are 
burned off, and not a shred of clothing 
is left on any of them.

What loked like a big hatch on which 
weye five or six charred bodies, was 
found floating in the cove at Hunt’s 
Point- and towed carefully alongside 
the Fidelity. The wood was badly 
charred and the bodies seemed - to 
stick to it. The policemen and the 
crew of the Fidelity were unable to re­
lease the bodies without further mutil­
ating them and in order not to do this, 
arrangements were made to tow the 
h-tttchw the bodies on it to the
dock ol*4 c STiuMity.

HUNDREDS RESCUED.

“It was torn away from 
the impact of the water.

me by 
I managed 

to grasp one of the blades of the pad- 
d!e wheel and climbed up in the pad- 
dlebox.

Dragoons it is not Improbably that 
some of those who have taken a promi­
nent part in its organization will re­
sign in disgust.

Dr. Pickel, to whom the minister of 
agriculture refused to allow a com­
mission, is going to camp with the 
new regiment, having enlisted as a 
private. He will have the rank of 
sergeant.

LIGHT AT SYDNEY.
The water beneath me was a 

Men and women were Üperfect hell, 
clawing at my legs а? I climbed, and 

were torn awpy in my 
efforts to escape from them.

"I was subsequently rescued by 
boat and put on shore at the point 
where the police found me.’’

my trousers
Щfifty Italians Attack and 

Beat an Officer.
щіa row

. 3GIROUARD’S RETIREMENT. ALL HIS FRIENDS LOST.

Frfed Hoffman, a fireman and one of 
the excursionists, was unnerved and 
hysterical. At first all that could be 
got from him was that he had lost his 
mother and sister-in-law, his brother's 
two children and a young worruyi with 
him. He tells this story :

“I was on ,the upper deck with the 
family an і little Edna, my brother’s 
three-year-fid child, was 5- my arms. 
Beside were my 
Hoffmann, my fe: 
her boy, Raymond, aged four, and Jane 
Workman, my friend, aged twenty. I 
don’t remember much about the Are. 
It seemed to come from below-. I 
grabbed the boy and called upon the 
women tp follow me. First’ the wo­
men were separated from me, then 
the crowd swept me and the little ones 
toward the stern of the boat.

“It was an awful crush, the women 
fought and I could do nothing but 
protect the two children with my body 
and mov» with the crowd. Tug boats 
wore all around ns, but they were busy 
trying to put out the' fire and I saw 
no attempt to take oft the people. The 
boat was gone, that was plain. The 
fire was eating her up.

It is also alleged that no attempt 
was made to get out the -fire apparatus 
at the first cry of “fire,” though Capt. 
Van Schaick «ays that he immediate­
ly rang the bells tor getting out the 
apparatus. According to several state­
ments, no attempt was made to lower 
boats or life rafts. The race to North 
Brother Island was horribly dramatic. 
It was while the flames, which had 
now bçen fanned into a fury by the 
strong head wind, was consuming 
hundreds, both old and young, 
scene was one of frightful panic, with 

women and children jumping

Matter Has Been Left in the Hands 

of Lord Milner.
;

- ;

Strikers Appoint a Committee to As­

sist Police in Keeping Order. PRETORIA, Transval, June 14.— 
The debate in the legislative council 
on the management of the South Af­
rican railroads under Lieutenant Col­
onel Sir Edouard Percy Girouard, 
commissioner of railroads for the 
Transvaal and the Orange River Col­
ony, was concluded today by the with­
drawal of the minority report and the 
adoption of a resolution providing for 
the appointment of an auditor and 
treasurer responsible to the council, 
the committee of inquiry*to determine 
upon the necessary reforms.
* The high commissioner, Lord Milner, 
paid a high tribute to Commissioner 
Girouard, and said the latter had left 
the matter of his retirement in his 
hands to decide later.

-,-hi- i. Sophia 
Ce, Celia, axI.IFAX, N. S., June 15.—The first 

чсак in connection with the strike 
a plant of the Dominion Iron and 
1 Co. occurred this afternoon, when 

; g of fifty Italians attacked a 
officer detailed to do special duty 

ah' of the entrance gates to the

4
NEW YORK, June 15.—One of the 

.most appalling disasters, in the history 
of New York, tragic in its immensity,
dramatic in its episode, and deeply Aboard and being lashed by the 
pathetic in the tender age of most of whirl ools of the channel against the 
its victims, took place today in the vesee,,g sides. Women and children 
East River, at the entrance, to Long were crowded together on the hurricane 
Island Sound, within a short distance deck which soon burned away and 
of the New York shore and within | feU and it ie beneved that most of 
sight of thousands of persons, the -ma- th(^e on thQ deck were burned, 
jority of whom .were powerless to 
minimize the extent of the catastrophe.

By the burning to the f":V> edge. 
of the General Slocum, a three-decked 
excursion steamer, the largest in these 
waters, more than six hundred per­
sons, the majority of whom were wo­
men and children, were burned to death 
or drowned by jumping overboard or 
by being thrown into the whirlpools 
by the lurching of the vessel.

FIVE HUNDRED BODIES RE­
COVERED. •

Approximately 500 bodies have been 
recovered and are now being tagged at 
the morgues of Bellevue hospital and 
Harlem. Divers are still busy taking 
bodies from the hold of the vessel, 
which they say is choked with bodies 
and these of hundreds who leaped or 
were thrown into the river have not 
been recovered.

THE SEASON OF EXCURSIONS.

It is the season of Sunday . school 
excursions in New York harbor and 
bay and Long Island Sound, the latter 
one of the most picturesque bodies of 
water in the world. Great prepara­
tions had been made for the seven­
teenth annual excursion of the Sunday 
school of St. Mark’s German Lutheran 
church, the congregation of which, is 
drawn from the dense population of 
the lower east and west sides, and the 
General Slocum had been chartered to 
carry the excursionists to Locust 
Grove, one of the many resorts on 
Long Island Sound. It is variously 
estimated that there were between 
1,500 and 2,500 persons on board the 
General Slocum when she left the pier 
at Third street, East River, though 
the Knickerbocker Steamboat Com­
pany, which owns the steamer, offi­
cially states that the number of pas­
sengers was 878, that being only one- 
third of the vessel’s capacity. It is 
thought, however, that there were sev­
eral huijdreds of young children for 
whom fares are not usually charged 
on these excursions.

CHILDREN WERE SINGING.

c The
1WOMEN DUMPED OVERBOARD.h ■ a 4*

The steamer's whistle was blowing 
for assistance, and tugs and other 
nearby craft answered the call. Be­
fore any of the boats could r'each the 
burning steamer, however, the frantic 
hvomen and children began to jump 
.overboard. The current was strong and 
there are many whirlpools in the chan­
nel. The boats that were following the 
Slccur-y picked up many from the 
water, but these were only a small 
number of those that were seen strug­
gling in the swift current. On the Slo­
cum the fifst sweep of the flames out 
off escape from the hurricane deck,
where a great many of the women and j York Central and Hudson River R. R. j to save the passengers, 
children were crowded together and 
soon burned away the light woodwork 
which supported the deck. It is 
thought that most of those who were 
on this deck were burned.

L

t
■■ men had gathered there in or- 

:h get their pay at the office of an 
: yi.'.ent clerk near the gate. Two

: were stationed there to main- 
r- 1-е and collect $5 poll tax from 

men just as they would come out 
t the office with the money. One of 

men refused to pay, wherèupon the 
je'irer placed him under arrest. At 
o : ■ his feilow-countrymen became ex- 

n (1 swarmed about the officer, 
iwlei released his hold of the man.

Italian immediately escaped, the 
officer following him. The Hai­

ti: on ran and overtaking the two, 
their stilettos on the officer. They 
ail him down and gave him a se- 
1 ating. Having rescued their 
they made a hurried retreat to 
'hacks. Tne officer is badly 
-j as the result of the berating. 
Italians do not belong to the P. W. 

a the association upon hearing 
r- fracas, held a meeting and had 
omittee appointed to assist the 

police in maintaining order among
■ feigners living near the works.

0»
і I!PUSHED INTO THE RIVER.

The after-rail gave way and the pas­
sengers who had crowded against it 
were pushed and crowded Into the riv­
er. Mothers and children became sep­
arated and frantically sought each 
other while in several cases fathers and 
mothers, getting their children to­
gether, jumped with them into the 
water. Little children holding each 
other by the hand jumped together 
and were afterwards found clasped in 
each other’s arms. It is alleged than 
men fought with women to escape, re­
sulting in the trampling underfoot of 
scores of children.

SIGNALLING FOR ASSISTANCE.

i:
:t - 4

i іSOLDIERS IN STRAW HATS. Among the boats that were hurried 
to the succor of the stricken passen-

U
іThe tugs

of the New j would have done better had they triedc mi gers, were several tugs « l

Party From Bermuda Landed Here 

Last Evening.

In trying to 
reach the women folks of my family I 
got lost in the crowd and went over­
board with it. I remember nothing

When I

|i
Co., the auxiliary cat-boat Easy Times, 
the health department tug Franklin 
Edison and the charity department’s 
Massasoit. These with a swarm of 
rowboats manned by willing hands, ap­
proached as near the blazing vessel 
as was possible and rescued scores of 
people. The Franklin Edison was so 
close to the burning steamer that her 

xown paint was scorched. The crew of 
the tug, however, stuck bravely to 
their work and snatched many women 
and children from a terrible death. 
The fire had possession of the boat 
from stem to stern by the time she 
was off 138th street. The fireboat Zo- 
phar Mills was summoned from her 
moorings at the foot of East 99th 
street and was soon the scene, its crew 
lending valuable aid in saving life.

The following telegraphic message 
from President Roosevelt has been re­
ceived by Pastor Haas:

“Accept my profound sympathy for 
yourself, your church and your con­
gregation.

but being trampled upon, 
came to the surface a life preserver 
was within my reach and I clung t< 
that. My strength was gone and it 
seemed as if I couldn’t hold on a bit 
longer, when someone pulled me out 
of the water and took us ashore.” -

Miss Clara Steur, a survivor, after 
reaching the home of friends on East 
Seventh street, said:

“I was sitting on the upper deck 
with some friends, when a little girl 
next to me noticed the fire. It seemed 
but a few moments later that there 
was a roar as though a cannon had 
been shot off, and the entire bow of 
the boat was one sheet of flames. The

ti
1, Twenty-six men from the British 

garrison at Bermuda arrived in the 
city last evening by the steamer 
Oeamo, Capt. Frazer, which, direct 
from the West Indies, docked at the 
Pettingtll wharf about six o’clock. The 
men were artillerymen and are on 
their way to England. They wear a 
unform something similar to the Can­
adian, but instead of service caps 
appear in wide straw hats turned up 
at one side, 
evening they attracted much atten­
tion.

The party was made up of twenty- 
six all told, including 
some of them with 
children. For the last three years they 
have been on guard over the Boer 
prisoners in Bermuda, and are great­
ly pleased to be able to get back home 
again. They said that only twenty- 
five Boers are now detained there, and 
of course these would be released at 
once if they would take the oath of al­
legiance to the British king, 
of the party were members of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, two of the 
Royal Fusiliers, two of the Royal 
Garrison Artillery and one of the R. 
W. R. They were very much Impress­
ed with St. John.

The Ocamo also brought ten China­
men, who are on their way from Dem- 
erara to Hong Kong, and who jab­
bered volubly on the steamer during 
the evening. In addition to these the 
Ocamo had eighteen first class and 
two second class passengers. She had 
a big cargo of molasses, sugar, asphalt 
and cocoanuts for 6t. John.

4
:!THE STRUGGLE FOR LIFE.

!.

As the fire increased, the struggle to 
gain a point of vantage at the stern 
became frightful, women and children 
crowded against the afterrail until It 
gave way and hundreds were pushed 
off into the river.

!l

-4During her flame enveloped run to 
North Brother Island the General Slo­
cum’s whistle kept blowing for assist­
ance, but before the whistle began to 
blow several tugs, the captains of which 
had seen the outbreak of the fire start­
ed after the vessel, joined by a yacht 
while rowboats put out from the shore. 
The number of these craft constantly

іAfter this there 
was a steady stream of those who 
jumped or were thrown Into the water. 
The tugs and small craft following 
kept close within/the wake of the Slo­
cum and rescued all of those who came 
within reach of" their crews.

About the streets last

IMILITIAMEN ANGRY Few of
those who were saved had on life pre­
servers.

grew, and not the least dramatic in­
cidents of the catastrophe were the ef­
forts of the people on these boats to 
rescue those who had jumped over- ! tunity to either lower the life boats or

Men I net the life preservers out from under­
neath the seats. Through all the wild 

аз panic the officers and men of the blaz­
ing boat stood at their posts.

twelve men, 
their wives and people rushed pell-mell over one an­

other, and in the rush I lost track of 
my friends. Hundreds of people jump­
ed overboard, being so caught by the 
flames that escape wag impossible.

“I jumped over the rail and dropped 
down to the next lower deck, when 
-I began to dispense with my clothing 
so that I would have a better chance ; 
in thb water. Then I started to climb i 
down the side of the boat, when I j 
heard a voice calling me to hold on a | 
minute.

At no time during the pro­
gress of the fire was there any oppor-fiver the Dismissal of the Com­

manding Officer.
її

іboard from the General Slocum, 
crowded to the rails of the tugs and 
caught up the drowning persons 
they were borne by the current. There 
were many thrilling rescues by this

і
;“(Signed) THEODORE ROOSEVELT.”

Montreal, June 15.—Local militia 
e:s are feeling the dismissal of 
і bundonald very keenly, and the 

i! public much interested, 
has practically been decided that 

port of testimonial will be given 
J Dundonald prior to his depart- 

lvom Canada by the citizens of 
Ural if his lordship will consent 

opt it. It is hardly felt that the 
ia officers will be able to take any 

’ as by doing so they might lay 
selves open to charges. However, 

of them state that if there is a 
nstration of any kind they will 

: htpate in it. even if by doing so 
У are forced to retire. As the re- 

L-J of the trouble over the Scottish

THE DECK GAVE WAY. ' ■
Tonight a surging crowd is held back 

by police lines, formed about the city 
morgue at the foot of East Twenty- 
sixth street. The crowd began to ga­
ther as soon as it became rumored 
about the city that the dead would be 
brought to Manhattan from North 
Brother Island and other places where 
at first they had been taken. When 
the Massasoit came to dock with 85 
dead, the work of removing the bodies 
from the steamer proceeded slowly un­
til no more room was found inside the 
morgue, and the autopsy room 
cleared and the blackened and dis­
torted bodies were placed on the floor

means.
North Brother Island, where the ves­

sel was beached, contains a scarlet 
"fever ward. . The patients, who wit­
nessed the disaster, were ordered in­
doors and the doctors hastened to the 
rescue of those who had washed 
ashore, but some scores of persons died 
while tjiey were being attended,,., to. 
Captain Van Schaick and two pilots, 
Edward Van wart and E. H. Weaver, 
have been arrested.

The three-decked excursion steam­
er General Slocum, belonging to the 
Knickerbocker Steamboat Co., was 
■burned to the water’s edge off North 
Brother Island at the entrarf&e of Long 
dsland Sound this morning, resulting 
in the death by burning or drowning 
of at least six hundred persons, mostly 
■women and children. Four hundred 
•and forty-seven bodies have already 
been recovered. Divers are now busy 
taking bodies from the hold of the 
vessel, and the bodies of many who 
leaped into the river, have not yet 
been recovered.

The General Slocum, which was the 
largest excursion steamer in these 
waters, left Third street. East River, 
at 9.30 ’clock this morning, having on 
board the annual Sunday school ex­
cursion of St. Mark’s German Luther­
an church, Sixth street. Her destin­
ation was Locust Grove, one of the 
manv resorts on the Sound. The ex­
cursion was in charge of the Rev. Geo. 
C. K. Haas, pastor of the church. The 
vessel was commanded by Capt. Wil­
liam VanSchaick, one of the best known 
excursion boat captains in New York 
harbor, who has commanded the Gen­
eral Slocum almost since she was built 
in 1891.

The Slocum got within fifty feet of 
the northwest point of North Brother

in shal- 
Just before she 

deck

Seven aIsland and there stopped 
low • water.
was beached the hurricane 
the supports of which had burned 
away, fell with its load of women and 
children, overwhelming the crowd on 
the deck below. Very soon after parts 
of the second and third decks also 
caved in. But before this happened 
the tug Walter Tracey had come 
alongside the burning steamer and 
made fast to her. Many of the pas­
sengers were taken off by the crew of 
the Tracey, which remained alongside 
the steamer until the tug's pilot house 
took fire.

t
“I turned and saw a man standing 

on the bow of a tug which was ap­
proaching. I held on and was taken 
off with a number of other persons 
who had been rescued from the boat 
and from the water.

“The tug then put into the landing 
at Rapdall’s Island, 
dock I saw, it looked to me, two hun­
dred bodies, most of them along the 
shore.”

Charles L. Storms, who owns the 
lumber yard at 134th street and the 
East River, says that the loss of life 
on the General Slocum could have been 
averted had the captain steered tor 
shore when he first discovered the 
fire.

XI

I 1

S"ft:

As I left the
1

there.
When finally the morgue authorities 

allowed the crowd to enter the morgue, 
ensued which was harrowing 

In some cases first

1The scene on the decks of the steam­
er as she proceeded up the East River 
was one of harmless merrymaking cus­
tomary on such occasions.' The -mass 
of flags on the vessel fluttered in the 
June breezes, the bands were playing 
and the children were singing or danc­
ing or waving handkerchiefs and flags 
in answer to the salutations of those

i!
a scene
in the extreme, 
identifications would be found to have 
been erroneous, men laying claim to 
bodies they afterwards discovered were 
not those of their relatives.

At the entrance to the Charities pier 
at the foot of East 26th street, the 
crowd tonight tried to push past the 
police and a riot Resulted, 
iheight of the trouble a man who had 
learned that his wife was among the 
charred dead, tried to stab himself.

Inside the pier the bodies were ar­
ranged in three rows extending the en­
tire length of the pier, or 150 feet.

There is hardly a German family on 
the middle east side of the city that 
Is not mourning a dead, an injured or 
missing friend or relative.

HOSPITAL PATIENTS ASSIST.

The point where the Slocum was 
beached was just off the scarlet fever 
ward on North Brother Island. The 
patients, who had been out on the 
porches and lawns watching the ap­
proach of the burning et earner, were 
ordered indoors, and the physicians on 
the island hastened to the assistance 
of those who were being brought 
ashore ' through the shallow water. 
Many of those who leaped from the 
Slocum were carried away by the cur­
rent even here and drowned.

A PITIFUL SCENE.

LY TIMEv
і іit 1“I saw the flames on the boat as she 

passed 128th street,” said Mr. Storms, 
“and I signalled for her to come 
ashore. At the same time I turned in 

and almost immediately 
there were engines at the foot of Ba*t 
122nd street. If the Slocum had turn­
ed in then not a life would have been 

Later, when I saw how badly Off 
the Slocum was and saw the people 

around her decks and jump-

■A.

Is Coming, Aton shore or on passing steamers, 
the extreme eastern end of Randalls

is a

an alarm •I
At the

off 135th street, thereIsland,
stretch of water known as the Sunken 

At this point, just as

If1
Meadows.
crowds were watching the gaily decor­
ated steamer from ».lie shore, the Gen­
eral Slocum took fire and as the age 
of the vessel—she was built In 1891—had 
■resulted in the drying of the wood 
of which she Was almost entirely built, 
she was soon a mass of flames.

lost.

To help you we have :

Window Screens, Screen Doors, 
Green Wire Cloth,

Dragon Fly Killer, Sprayers.

running-
Ing overboard, I saw a big steam yacht 
go right past and make no effort to 
assist those on board.”

Edward Flanagan, 
wrecked Slocum, told the . police it was 
impossible to calm the excursionists 
after the first appearance of the flame*.

The ecene on North Brother Island 
is described by the rescuers as a piti­
ful one. Body after body was washed 
ashore or brought in by boats and 
added to the long row on the beach. 
Fifty-three persns died there while the 
doctors were attending them.

As the bodies of the living and the 
dead were taken out of the water, 
those alive were taken to the hospitals 

the island or sent across the river 
to hospitals in Manhattan. Here am­
bulances from almost all the hospitals 
in the city and every other sort of don- 

w'n'ich could be found were

mate of the

■BROKE OUT IN THE LUNCH ROOM.

The fire Is said to have broken out In 
the lunch room on the forward deck, 
through the overturning of a pot of 
grease.
efforts to subdue the fire were futile. 
At 131th street there are several !um- 
>ber yards and oil tanks, and as Capt. 
Wm. Van Schaick, in command of the 
General Slocum, started to turn his 
vessel towards the short, he was warn­
ed that it would set fire to the lumber 
and oil, and so he changed his course 
for North Brother Island, one of the 
twin islands near the entrance to the 
Sound, some half mile away, where the 
boat was beached and after burning 
to the wattr’s edge, sank at 
o'clock, two hours and twenty-five min­
utes after the fire was first discovered.

PASSENGERS PANIC-STRICKEN.
Meanwhile the passengers had be-

l !A DECK HAND'S STORY.
He said:

“It was unfortunate that there were 
not more men aboard and that all of 
the excursionists did not understand 
English. Many of the poor people were 
so panic-stricken tbit they actually 
ran into the flames and were consum­
ed.”

Many pathetic scenes were witness­
ed at the various hospitals where the 
relatives sought their loved ones.

After questioning all the witnesses, 
including Capt. Van Schaick, and five 
of his crew, Coroner Joseph T. Верг 
tonight stated that he was of jJie op­
inion that the fire.started in tWsfsr- 
age room on the starboard eidiTSf the 
boat, forward, where there Wja» #foreâ 
oils, paints, old rope, lumber ІЄН oth­
er dunnage of a MgHty NjhqfiVfcriiftble 

I Batut*

Peter J. Tremble, a deckhand, was 
arrested by the police wandering aim­
lessly about the beach. He told theThe wind tv as high and all

THE HAPPY CROWD.

The number 4>f excursionists on board 
Is variously estimated at from fifteen 
hundred to twenty-five hundred, but 
according to an official statement Is­
sued by the Knickerbocker Steamboat 
Co., the «umber of passengers was 875, 
that being one- third of the vessel’s 
licensed capacity.

The steamer proceeded up the East 
River, each of her decks being crowd- 
with merrymakers, with bands playing 
and flags flying.

following story :
“We left the Third street dock at 10 

I was polishing brass work aft 
on the port quarter, when a deckhand 
called my attention to smoke coming 
out of a forward cabin. I ran forward 
and helped the first assistant engineer 

"to stretch a hose.

I
cn

a. m.
Ji?

іveyance 
put,into service.MAIL ORDERS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION іWe could not get 

The fire spread eo rapidlyBODIES DRIFTING ASHORE.
For hours the bodies of ^the burned 

and the drowned drifted aeiiore on the 
island and between Mist streét and 
188th street in Manhattan. Зойй» «une 
ashore still alive. Many of these died, 
while others will recover.

On the beach of North Brothers Is­
land hysterical wemsa, aûd-üüntlo men

■-Iу
. V‘

any water, 
that we were driven to the forward 
promenade deck, which was crowded 
with panic-stricken worn eh and child­
ren. I pulled down an armful of life 
preservers and distributed them. I 
then put a life preserver around my 

shoulders and jumped overboard

:/ if

!.H.Thorne& Co.,Ltd. ia12.25
il ЗFIRE BREAKS OUT.

She had reached a point at the Sunk­
en Meadows, Off lS6th street, Which Is

J
■

own 
.with them.

ч m
Market Square, St. John.
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