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ROJESTVENSKY MAY
GIVE UP COMMAND

Report That Russian Admiral Has Telegraph-
ed to Czar That He is Unable
“fo Proceed.

St. Petersburg, May 15.—A naval ac-
tion within a few days is regarded as
likely in well informed circles, The
Associated Press learns that Admiral
Rojestvensky and Rear-Admiral Ne
gatoff joined forces May 10th. The
is reason to believe that the united fi
. will proceed northward immediately,

Upon the strength of an untraceab
rumor, an evening paper here got out
an extra edition stating that a naval
battle had commenced, bet-.the admir-
alty had no confirmation of the report
and discredits it.

The Russian fleet which reappeared off
Honkohe bay, a short distance north of
Kamranh bay, sailed northward early in
the morning of May 14th. No warships
have since been sighted there.

Admiral De Jenquieres, the French
naval commanpder at Saigon, telegraphs
from Nhatrang, Annam, that he has
visited all the bays so far north as
‘Turan and found no Russian vessels.

S VRS
SATISFIED SHIPS ARE
BEYOND FRENCH LIMITS.

Paris, May 15.—In regard to the press
dispatches saying the Russian fleet has
returned to Honkohe bay, the French
offficials say they are positive the Ras-
sians are not within French waters. The
actual location of the fleet is not known,
but communications with the French
naval and eivil authorities in Indo-China
satisfy the officials Here that the Rus-
sians remain outside Wrench' limits,

E - - Loy siig,
FORMER TAPANREE © W5 eid

MINISTER INTERVIEWED.

Paris, May 16.—The Journal’'s Tokio
«orrespondent cables as follows:

“In the course of an interview, Count
“Okuma, formerly Japanese foreign min-
ister, referring to the Kamranh bay and
the Honokohe incidents, stated that the

presence of the warships in Tndo-Chi-

nese waters created a disquieting situa-
tion. It was only thé remembrance of
their long friendship with France which
restrained the Japanese from proceeding
10 extreme measures. The government
was endeavoring not to embitter the sit-
unation. It was necessary, howerver, to
adopt a definite attitude. The Japanese
‘tporonghly understood French obliga-
tions towards their Russian ally, but the
present circumstances were not affected
by considerations of European polities.
Concermng peace, Count Okuma de-
«clared that Japan would neither demand
a cessation: of - hostilities nor consider
Aany proposition leaving Russia an.oppor-
tunity for future vengeance. Japan must
become the. arbiter 6f the Far Kast.”

The postponement yesterday of the
neutrality interpellations in the deputies
indefinitely was madérat the govern-
ment’s request, and brought on a sharp
«discussion between M. Rouvier and Mm,
Vaillant and Depressense. The premier
appealed to the patriotism of the depu-
ties to refrain from accusations affecting
the good faith of the country, pointirg
«©ut that a debate on the subject would
not be advantageous and might lead to
embarrassments,

M. Vaillant asserted amid an uproar
that the government’s orders to ebserve
nveutrality were not executed. He add-
ed: “Neither does the Russian fleet re-
4pect our neutrality, and it is necessary
to make it do so. It is necessary to
show our impartial neutrality by aects in-
stead of words.”

M. Depressense declared that the coun-
iry was entitled to know the actual sit-
uation so as to be able to judge who was
responsible,

The government’s motlon for an iun-
definite postponement of the interpella-
tion prevailed by 499 to 84 votes.

SR
TURGES FRANCE TO
RESPECT NEUTRALITY.

London, May 15.—At the foreign office
‘to-day the Associated Press learned that
Foreign Secretary Lansdowne has made
no further representations to the French
zoverninent regarding the continued stay,
of the Russian Pacific fleet in Cochin-
China waters.

No alarm is felt in government circles
here that Japan will permit her protasts
to go so far as to produce a rupture of
peace, but it is fully recognized that
Japan has the power to bring her ally
into conflict by a hostile act. 'Ierefore,
the British government, the Assceinte?
Press understands, is using «very effort
to keep the Japanese cool, and at the
same time urging upon France the ncees-
®ity of recognizing neutrality in which
‘Great Britain agrees in principle with
Japan.

Baron Hayashi, the Japanese minister
“here, said to the Asseciated Press-to-day

that he wag' positive that if France sent
a definite demand to St. Petersburg,
Vice-Admiral Rojestvensky would not
remain in French waters twenty-four
hours.

Minister Hayashi characterized as ab-
surd the French chtarges that Japan in-
tended ultimately an attempt to annex
Cochin-China,

i

ANOTHER DIVISION OF
SHIPS ALMOST READY.

St. Petersburg, May 16, 1.40. p.m.—
The naval game in the Far East is
watched with_intense interest by the ad-
miralty, but the admiralty can throw lit-
tle light on the situation. It cannot con-
firm the report that Admiral Rojestven-
sky returned to Honkohe bay. The
Russian admiral is keeping his move
ments and plans secret, not communicat-
ing even with the home authorities. The
many wild reports emanating from Tokio
are attributed to the agitated state of
mind of the Japamese over the coming
battle.

The story that sailors from the in-
terned Russian ship at Shanghai are
being sent to complete the complement
of Rojestvensky’s fleet is monsense, as
is the previous story that large numbers
of mercenaries were shipped at Mada-
gascar.

The admiralty considers there is neo
harm now in saying that Rojestvensky’s
ships are over-manned instead of under-
manned, as when they left Libau there
was still hope that Chili and Argentine
warships could be purchased, and por-
tions of the crews designed’ for them
were carried on the Russian fleet.

Many” zaval men ineline 10 -the-opinr,
ion that Rojestvensky will pass out .of
the China sea into the Paeific through
the Ballintang channel north of the Isl-
and of Luzon and give Formosa a wide
berth instead of sailing through the
200-mile stretch of the straits of For-
mosa, in which the Russiang might be
subjected to a torpedo attack. .

Another division of reinforcements for
Rojestvensky is almost ready at Kron-
stadt, and will be sent out under the
command of Rear-Admiral Parengo. It
will consist of two fine new battleships,
the Slava and the Emperor Alexander
II., two cruisers, a torpedo .cruiger, a
gunbeat and a transport < and: several
minor units.. The division is now en-
gaged in speed trials and manoeuvring
off Kronstadt. The appearance of this
reserve division in the Far East in the
course of the summer, should the hos-
tile fleets suffer equally in the coming
battle, is counted upon to give Russia
the necessary decisive preponderance
upon the sea. The possession of  this
wvision, naval .men - believe, may ul-
timately prove ‘Russia’s salvation:
REPORTED OCCUPATION

OF CHINESE. TERRITORY.

Tokio, May 16, 11 a.m.—It is reported
that Germany has dispatched a force of
troops and occupied Hai Chou in the
southern portion of the province of
Shantung, where they raised and saluted
the German flag.

Hai Chou is on an extensive bay, north
of the old channel of the Hoang river.
Germany’s object and intentions are not
clear. It is suggested that she is seek-
ing an extension of her  interests in
China, and is taking advantage of pres-
ent political conditions, but explanations
may eventually clear up the situation.

It is feared that any changes in the
existing status quo of China, coupled
with the recent Indo-Chinese incident,
may seriously complicate the war sitaa-
tion.

Sl L
SHANGHAI DOUBTS
TRUTH OF REPORT.

Shanghai, ~May 16.—The rumored
landing of German troops at Hai Chou
and Kiangsa is very doubtful. The
rumor possibly originated from the pres-
ence of a German gunboat in the harbor
on u surveying expedition.

S e
ANOTHER STEAMER
SUNK BY A MINE

Tokio, May 16.—The steamer Nikko
is ashore at Fusan. She has not sus-
tained damage, but it is expected that
she will be floated off at full tide.

The steamer Kile, of 1,178 tons capac
ity, struck a mine .and sank off Port Ar
thur on the night of May 11th. The
crew were rescued and brought to Osaka.

O
GERMANS SAYS THE
STORY IS INCORRECT.

Beérlin, May lG ~The foreign office re-
plying to an inguiry of the Assoeizted
Press regarding the excitement at Tokio
over the reported landing of ~ German-

T

troops at Hai Chou, says the repext is
wholly incorrect and one of several.

[

—v—
CONFLICTING REPORTS
HAVE REACHED TOKIO.

Tokio, May 163 p.m.—It is ' semi-
officially announced that the Japanese
government. has received conflicting re-
ports relating to the Hai Chou ineident,
one being to the effect that the Germans
occupied the place and raised and salut-
ed their flag, and another to the effect
that the Germans were merely engaged
in surveying. Pending the receipt of full
and correct information the government
here refrains from discussing the mat-
ter.

A

St. Petersburg,” May 17—Very dis-
quieting reports are in circulation this
evening about’ Vice-Admiral Rojestven-
sky’s health. It is said that he has
telegraphed t0 the Emperor that it:is
impossible for him to proceed.

An evening paper prints a report that
the admiral has suffered a nervous break-
down.

No official confirmation of the report
that Rojestvensky has requested to, be
relieved from duty is obtainable at the
admiralty. The admirals health, how-
ever, has been the cause of considerable
anxiety here. ' It is well known that ke
suffered from kidney trouble before leav-
ing Kronstadt, and throughout the long
voyage to the 'Far East he suffered at
times to such an extent that he had to
be carried about on a stretcher. But the
Russian commander stuck to his post
bravely.

If he is now. compelled on the eve of |
battle to give up His command, the ad-
miralty would regard it as httle short
of a national misfortune.

Rojestvensky has proved a genius as
an organizer and confidence is felt that
he will show equal ability as a fighter.
Should Rojestvensky be compelled to
leave the fleét the command will devolve
on Rear-Admiral "Voelkersam, who is
now with Rojestvensky.

AP s
FOURTH DIVISION TO

SAIL NEXT MONTH.

St. Petersburg, May 17.=It is an-
nounced from Kronstadt that Vice-Ad-
miral Hirileff, commander-in-chief at the
Baltic ports, has ordered the com-
manders of the fourth division of Vice-
Admiral ROJestvenskys fleet to hold
their ships in readiness to leave for the’
Par Tast by June 14th without fail.

B
THT ﬂ\«DBPE‘\I!DE\GE
ou €Y OF ROJESTVENSKY.

Saigon, Cochin Ching, May 17.-Ad-
miral Dejonquieres, the French naval
commander at Saigon, who has ‘been
cruising along the Annam coast on board
the second-class cruiser Guichen, return-
ed here to-day.

According to the reports- .gathered con-
cerning the Russian fleet, Admiral
Rojestvensky showed absolute disregard
of the discussions on the subject of
neutrality. The Russian commander pro-
ceeded as if his-position gave him com-
plete independence, declared that he act-
ed on his own judgment, and said that
criticisms did not change his opinions.
Iron discipline, it is said, was maintain-
ed on board the Russian warships.

A correspondent of & <Hanpi news-
paper, who was said to have been lost off
Port Dayet (40 miles north of Kamranh
bay) was rescued by a junk and brought
here,

‘While on the junk the correspondent
saw thirty Russian warships anchored
in the bay. The junk later was stopped
and-boarded by sailors from the Russian
repair ship.Kamtchatka.. The boarding
officer’ blindfolded the correspondent and
took him on board Rear-Admiral Nebo-
gatoff’s flagship, the Nicoye, where he
was- closely interrogated. The explan-
ationg of the correspondent were found
to be satisfactory, and he was well treat-
ed. The Russian officers said they had
not been ashore since February. They
expected an engagement to take place
soon. The united Russian fleet was then
about to start for Vladivostock. The
bottoms of the vessels of Nebogatoff’s
division, the correspondent asserted, ap-
peared to be foul, and the ships were
weather beaten. The enfire Russian
fleet comprised 60 vessels with a num-
ber of auxiliaries.

BALTIC DELAYED.

Blight Mishap to” White Star Liner on
Voyage Across the Atlantic.

Liverpool, May 17.—The afficers of the
White Star line steamer Oceanie, which
arrived here to-day from ‘New York on
May 10th, say the mishap to the Baltie,
of the same line (which had been in wire-
less communication with the Oceanic),
occurred May 14th and necessitated a
delay of only six hours. A small part
of the machinery was affected, and no
further delay was expected.

The Baltic left Queelgtown on May
11th for New York.

GOING TO ENGLAND.

Miss May Sutton Will Attempt to Win
Title From Miss Douglas.

New York, May 17.—Miss May Sut-
ton, of California, the American lawn
tennis champion in the woman’s singles,
is to make a tour of the most prominent
English meétings, and will attempt to
win the English national title from Miss |
Pouglas, and paired with the national
champion Bolcom War, win the English
doubles. Misgs Sutton, who is not yet 20
years of age, will sail for London from
this city on Saturday.

MINISTER MAY BE
ASKED FOR OPINION

As to Constitationality of Act Passed
at the Last Session of

Legislature,

Ottawa, May 16.—British Columbia
has, rightly or wrongly, attained to the
position of first place, in the opinion of
the average Ottawa legislator, as an ex:
ponent of freak legislation. The late ses-
sion of the British Columbia iegislature
was neot more conspicuous in that way
than the half-dozen immediately preced-
ing; but on the other” hand it did not
demonstrate that the Provineial House
had learned anything by the experience
of the past.

The act licensing commercial travellers
does not by its title indicate anything
more than an enactmeént of a regulative
character, su¢ch as any well-ordered city
might pass. Its objectionable feature
J lies in its discriminatign, for it provides
that only those salesmen not residents of.
British- Columbia shall be required to
pay. the jicense fee, which is placed: at
$100 and $200 per year, according to the
kind of good sold.  Practically the legis-
lature imposed an import tax ' on -all
goeds brcught into the province from
any of the other provinces, when such
goods are sold by agents personally ap-
pearing in the province. '‘Goods sold as
a result of solicitation through the mails
would not be subject to the tax. The
tax,-or license fee, is eertainly invidious
and discriminatory. It imposes a handi-
cap or a Canadian merghant in Calgary,
for instance, when he undertakes by per-
sonal interview to sell goods in Golden,
and would thus appear to be an assump-
tion of the power of legislation in re-
speet to matters affecting trade and
commerce whieh would be ultra vires of
a provincial legislature,

The Northwest Trayellers’ Association
has sent a memorial in respect to this
act to Sir Richard Cartwright, minister
of trade and comerge, in “which it is.
stated .that the tax i at variance with'
our entire trade Bystem &fid contriry. té
the spirit an@ intention of Confederation.
It is' pointed out that British Gélumbia
would have the same right to impose an
unjust duty on goods from other provin-
ces, as that is what the tax really means.
There can be no doubt as to the right of
a province, the memorial says, both in
law and equity to regulate peddlers and
such like, but this wholesale attempt to
protect the British Columbia merchant
against sister provinces should not hold
in the light of our constitution. The
Canadian Pacific railway was built at
great cost to unite the provinces com-
mercially, and now it is proposed that the
commerce which the construction of the
road was intended to develop is to be re-
stricted by unfriendly legislation.

This is the opiniom of the Northwest
Commercial Travellers’ Association, and
it is shared in by the commercial men of
the Eastern provinces. The disallow-
ance of the act is asked for, and no doubt
the government will be bound to take
cogmizance of the demand in some way.
The justice department will probably be
asked for an opinion as to the -constitu-
tionality of the law, gnd if it is reported
to be ultra vires theré will be nothing to’
do but disallow it. Had the law ap-
plied to all commercial travellers there
would have been no discrimination, and
the right of the province to pass it would
then seem to be unassailable, But the
British .Columbia legislators, with the
object of protecting the few resident
commercial houses by imposing restric-
tions on the many non-resident agents,
apparently have defeated the ostensible
purpose of the local government, which
was the collection of revenue. But whe-
ther the law is constitutional or other-
wise, it is certainly looked upon by every
commercial man in Canada outside of
British Columbia as mean, narrow and
unnatioral. While it may bring a little
money to the provincial treasury, It
would also have the effect of diminish-
ing interprovincial trade, which is the
best trade to cultivate and enlarge in any
country.

V., V. & E, Railway.

Ottawa, May 16.—The second round
in the fight between the Vietoria, Van-
couver & Eastern and the C. P: R. did
not take place to-day at the.railway
committee. The supporters of the Cana-
dian Pacific at the last meeting wanted
the bill referred to a sub-committee af-
ter they got voted down and the pre
amble was carried. The V., V. & E.
and Hill interests ebjected to this be-
cause the committee had passed similar
legislation this season without any such
reference.

The chairman announced to-day that
it was mutually agreed upon to refer
a clause of the bill but not the bill itself,
which is intended to clear up any lcgal
doubts that may exist as to the validity
i of the charter, to a sub-committee so
that it may be looked into. This will
give ‘more time to the C. P. R. but will
i make the positfon of their opponents
| stronger -after the committee has report-
ed, because the gquestion mow is merely
as to the legal construction of the clause
\—a- question for the lawyers. The bill
L will ~ome before, the committee again

turned from the Toronto races. Behind

on ‘the 30th; after the members have re-

the V., V. & E. there stands a solid
British- Columbia contingent.
Mr. Butler Resigns.
Mr. Butler, assistant engineer of the

1 Transcontinental railway, has tendered

his resigudtion to: the commission and
the govermment to. accept a more lucra-
tive and important appointment with the
Graud Trunk Pacificc Mr. Batler de-
sires to be. relieved of his present posi-
tion between now and Jume 1lst. He is
arnxious not to m(*o“emelwe the govern-
ment in ‘any way, and has given the
necessary time to secure a man to re-
place him.
North Oxford Election.

In the House to-day the Speaker
stated that he had issued his warraut to
the clerk of. the grown in chancery for
an election.in North Oxford, to fi.l the
vacancy caused by the death of Hon.
J. Sutherland.

Cabinet Vacancy.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in reply to R. L.
Borden, said that ne was not in a )Hosi-
tion to make any statement as to the
vacant portfolio of public works, but he
hoped fo be able to do so .at an early
date.

Government Control.

Hon. C. Prefontaine .announced that
the Dominion had an agreement with
the British government and had decided
to take means to control wireless com-
panies, and therefore these companies
will have to obtain an order-in-council
before locating stations.

Passed Committee.

The Fessenden Wireless, Telegraphy

bill passed the railway committee i~-day.

THREE HUNDRED KILLED.
Seven American Soldiers Are Dead and
Nineteen Wounded.

Manila, May 14.—Fierce fighting has
been going on the past two weeks on the
Island of Jolo, between the outlaw Moro
chief, Pala, with 600 well-armed follow-
ers, and troops under the personal com-
mand of Major-General Leonard Wood.

Pala’s losses thus far are 300 killed,
while those of the Americans are seven
killed and dineteen wounded.

Pala and his remaining followers, in
accordance with Moro  tradition, prefer
death to capture,

General Wood, with defachments from
the Fourteenth cavalry, the Seventeenth,
Twenty-Second and Twenty-Third in-
fantry, and constabulary scouts, has
driven Pala and his followers into a
swamp which has been surrounded.

Pala was 4 noted slave trader and
warrior- when the Americans “occupied
the islands. Later he escaped with his

followers ‘to the Island -@f Pula Sekar, |

near Borneo. One of  Pala’s lepdérs
deserted and took refuge in the British
gettlement of Lahad. Pala, discovering
his whereabouts, landed with a follow-
ing antd demanded of the British magis-
trate that he turn the deserter over to
him. The demand was 1ot complied
with, and Pala -erdered: a massaere.
Twenfty-five persons,  including séveral
British, were killed. Pala escaped to the
Island of Jolo and organized the present
uprising.

J¢ is reported that the Borneo authori-
ties requested General Wood to appre-
hend Pala dead-or.alive- and turn him
over to them.

THE SENTENCE ON
CAPT. MATT RYAN

ALSO UPON THE MATES OF
AGNES G. DONOGRUE

Case of Seizure of Sealing Schuoner by
Uruguayans Before Dominion
House To-day.

Ottawa, May 17.—R. L. Borden
brought up in the House to-day the
seizure of the Agnes G. Donoghue for
poaching, or intending to poach, in terri-
torial water when the owners say that
the boat was seized on the high seas.

The  owners sqy that the schooner

wouldn’t have gone to Uruguay, but
would have shipped their pelts from
Falkland -Islands, at Port Stanley, only
that there was a tax of ten shillings per
pelt. Uruguay had sentenced the ecap-
tain of the Agnes Donoghue: to three
vears' penal servitude, the mates to one
year and the crew to six months. The
schooner was confiseated.

Premier Laurier said that uﬁ the gov-
ernment could do was to make represen-
tations to the British government. The
sentence was a very severe one, but it
was rendered by the courts of Uruguay.

Captain S. Balcom, owner of the
schooner, confirmed the above news thig
morning. He said that he had placed the
matter in the hands of the government,
and if it could not do anything he was
afraid that he would be helpless in the
matter. The vessel he contends was il-
legally seized. He received a telegram
from Capt. Matt Ryan to-day reporting”
that the latter was still a prisoner, but
that the case had been appealed in the
higher courts in Uruguay.

Capt. Ryan is well known in Victoria,
having followed the sealing business out
of this port for a number of years. When
his vessel was captured she was off the
Uruguayan coast. ~After the schooner
was made prisoner she was towed to
Montevideo, and she there remained gince
last fall.

" post-mortem examination.

POLICE DROP CROCKER CASE.

Will Take No Further Action Unless
Family Requests It—Colored
Porter Released.

Kansas City, Mo., May 14.—The police
have completed their investigation of the
death of Herbert V. Crocker, son of
Richard D. Crocker, the ex-Tammany
leader, and unless the relatives of young
Creker request it, no further action on
the' case will be taken by the local
police. Charles Wilson, the negro porter
at the Coates hotel, who accompanied
Croker on his visit to the opium den and
later put him om a train at the depot,
was released today. Ah Lee and Ah
Ghee, The . Chinese proprietors of the
opinm den, are being held, and will be
prosecuted in the peolice court for con-
ducting an illegal business,

DIED SUDDENLY.

Father Asks Coroner to Investigate the
Death of His Daughter.

Fort William, Ont, May 10.—Twe
weeks ago last Sunday evening Katrine
Malanveto and father arrived from ltaly.
1t was known that the girl was to be the
wife of Pominico Labatts, a vouug
1talian employed in the freight shads
here, The wedding was annouarced to
take place a week after, nutl ra.- hrice
took suddenly ill on the Mounday foilow-
ing her arrival. A’ doctor wos called
and found the girl vomiting, anu pre-
scribed for her. She was apparently in
the best of health on the following
Thursday norning. That evening an-
other doctor was called to attend the
young girl, and. gave her medicine for
the same illness, and his pA#fent was re-
covering, ,but on Sunday morning Kai-
rine died.. Yesterday the father called
on Coroner Birdsall and reguested a
A coroner’s
jury will be empanelled to-day to in-
vestigate.

The father is suspicious that his daugh-
ter was poisoned. He states that a
voung lady of the colony claimed that
Dominico Labatts had been keeping com
pany with her previous to the arrival of
his former sweetheart, and had promised
to marry her. The physician is of opin-
ion 'that the young lady died a mnatural
death.

TO IMPROVE DEFENCES.

Report That Three Million Dollars Will
Be Spent on New Forts. b

Montreal,” May 15.—Theé Dominion
government is about to spend something
more than $3,000,000 in improwing the
defences of Quebec. In’tlre-olden’days
Quebec may have been the Anderican
Gibraltar, but modern ' ordnance  has
wiped away that title. Three ygars ago
when Col. Strange, British inspector of
artillery, was in Canada, he pointed out
the inadequacy of the fortifications of
Quebec from the modern point of - view,
and recommended ameong other things,
the erection of forts along the south
shore of the St. Lawrence in order to
prevent foreign vessels entering the har-
bor of Quebec. Since then megotiations
have been going on with the Imperial
government with the result that an un-
derstanding has mnow been arrived at.
Two Forts are to be built at Beaufort,
nine miles out from Quebec on the south
shore. The forts will give a sweeping
observation of both the north and south
channels of the St. Lawrence. The plans
are being prepared by the British war
office engineering department. Work
will be begun on the forts mnext month.
When completed the forts will be armed
with long range guns of a modern pat
tern.

Franchise Extended.

‘\Iontreal May 15.—Despite the fact
that legal opinion was presented to the
council to-day by three city attorneys
that the action of that body in extending
the gas franchise of the Montreal, Heat,

Light & Power Company by simple reso-
lution instead of by by-law, as provided
for in the city charter was illegal, the
council to-day, by a vote of twenty to ;
fifteen, voted to over-ride the mayor's :
veto, with the consequence that the com- |
pany gets its franchise extended unless
fome citizen cares to take the matter
into the courts. It. was expected by
some opponents of the measure that |
some of the aldermen who at the last'
meeting voted for the extension of the
franchise would, in view of the mayor’s
veto and pronouncement of the attor-
neys, change their votes, but instead of |
this being the case, one more fnvrmhlel
vote was polled for the measure, i
Lost in Speciilation.

Toronto, May 15—T. . Lloyd, ai-
rested ot Newmarket, charged with
misappropriation” of trust funds and re-
leased on bail, admits that he lost $20,- '
000 in speculation that was entrusted to
him by his clients. He says he has ro
justification to offer and is realy to ac
cept the rsponsibility for his act. B~
fore action was taken he offered to
transfer everythiig he had to trustees |
to be named by the directors so that it
might go to help him redfige on his pro-
perty, and he believed his -assets suffi-
cient to pay everybody if properly han-
dled. Lloyd speculated in Le Roi, War |
Eagle and other ventures,

Hotel Keeper Dead.

Toronto, May 15.—Charles Nurse, pro-
prietor of Nurse’s hotel, at the Humber,
and better known for his many feats of
life-saving, is dead. %

CALGARY STOCK SALE,

Calgary, N, W. T. May 15.—The
stock sale and-fat stock show here was
a great success to-day. . Hon. John Dry-
den addressed the stockmen:

FIERCE FIGHT ON
THE CENTENNIAL

THREE MEN PROBABLY
LOST THEIR LIVES

Outbreak Was Result of Trouble Regard-
ing the Hapdling of Steamer’s
Cargo.

Tacoma, Wash., May 17.—A desperate
battle has oceurred on the deck of .the
steamer Centennial, in ‘which seven men
were slightly injured and three are
thought to have been drowned.

The Centennial came from San Fran-
cisco, via Seattle, and brought from the
latter port a gang of 18 men to handle
the ship’s cargo here.

Owing to existing trouble between the
sailors’ uniom and the -longshoremen’s
union, Capt. Pierce has been threatened
by a boycott by the sailors if he employ-
ed Tacoma longshoremep, and since had
hired a erew at Seattle,

When .the steamer arrived in  port
about 40 longshoremen - boarded her, arm-
ed. with clubs and pistels.

Thae Seattle men were beaten wherever
found. About 30 shots were fired before
order was restored.

THE VACANT PORTFOLIO,

Hon. Charles Hyman May Be Sworn i
as Minister of Public Works
This Week.

Ottawa, May 17.—Hon. C. Hyman is
in ‘London ‘tp-day, and will return here
oh Saturday, when he will likely be
sworns in as Minister of Public Works.

Telephones,

C. M. Hays was ¢xamined at the
special telephone committee meeting to-
day. He gave evidence as to the ex-
clusive contract with the Bell Telephone
Company, and contended that it was in
the interest of the railways and the pub-
li¢ that there shonld be -only one tele-
phonie system.« Telephones were in their
nature a monopoly. Mr., Hays was
cross-examined by tir W, Mulock, who
showed that am exclusive contract was
against the public interest.

Yukon Commissioner.

There is not much probability that the
question of appointing a successpr to Mr.
Congdon, as Yukon commissioner, will
be taken up until about the close of the
session, which is yet some distance off.
Mr. MclInnis is still here, and does not
appear dispirited.

American Silver.

"Hon. W. S. Fielding said tifat he ex-
pected; this session to make arrange-
ments with the banks, which would have
the -effect “of - shutting out American
sitver.

IMPERIAL POLITICS.

f

‘ Rty -
Report That Government Has Decided
to Postpone Dissolution Until

Next Year.

London; May 16.—The Chronicle ‘this
morning claims to haye good authority
for asserting that the government has
decided to postpone the dissolution of
parliament until the fall of 1906, and
that - this decision means the death
blow to tariff reforms.

It is rumored in Liberal quarters that
Premier Balfour will refuse to acecept
Joseph Chamberlain's compromise pro-
posals, and that the struggle will result
in Austen Chamberlain’s resignation from
the chancellorship of the exchequer.

While it -is impossible to confirm
either of these reports, such an issue is
considered by many well-informed
politicians” as extremely probable.

WILL GIVE CONSENT.

Dominion Government Will Approve of
Leasing Site For Pendray’s
“’bfk!l ; : v

A special dispatch to the Times from
Ottawa to-day says: “It is understood
that George Riley, M. P., has succeeded
in obtaining the consent of the minister
of the interior to grant a lease on the
Indian reserve to Pendray & Co. for their
works.”

The application of Mr. Pendray was
for a lease of about an acre of foreshore,
situated just north of the railway bridge.
The object in view in obtaining this site
was to get facilities for shipping, con-
veniently either by ‘water or by rail.

The city council was asked to endorse
the propesition, and did so. It would
apepar that the lease is to be granted so
that the works now located on Humboldt
street will, when necessary, be removed
to the new site on the Indian reserve
waterfront.

BRIEF (ELEGRAMS,

Kirk ILa Shelle, the theatrical man-
ager, died at his home on Tuesday ‘at
Debates, La. He had been aeﬂously in
only about a week.
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