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SWING OF COMING VICTORY

! 'dore Davie and Q.

The Government Ticket Receives the Peoples’
Endorsation at Crowded Gathering in
the Victoria Theatre.

An Ovation Accorded Premier Semlin and a”|
Magnificent Fighting Speech From the
Attorney-General.

Defeat of the Governmeat Candidates, Means
the Disallowance of the Alien
Exclusion Biil.

Col. Gregory and Messrs. Paterson and Stewart
Enthusiastically Received by the
Electorate of Victoria.

i 2. V 3 > he
When Mr. E. V. Bod\\ell opened t,‘
government meeting in the theatre l'ust
night the place was already packed.
Later on crowds of people were standing

around the various entrances and it was
admittedly one or the largest meetings
ever held in Victoria; remarkable so
early in a campaign and auguring well
‘for the chances of success ot the govern-
ment candidates.

The speeches were all good, Hon.
Joseph Martin winning many %rxe'nd_s by
“his able and eloquent-enunciation of the
government’s policy and his exposition
of the total want of policy of the late ad-
ministration. Perhaps his best point
was the reference to the ‘‘magnincent
railway policy” of the Turner party, al-
though his appeal to the citizens of Vie-
toria for support for the present govern-
ment in view of the possible disallowance
of the Alien Exclusion Act by the Do-
minion government was well taken, the
rounds of applause which greeted it
proving the realization by those present
of the importance of the crisis which has
been reached in the history of the pro-
-vince in the stand taken by the govern-
ment to reserve the resources of the pro-
vince for British subjects. .

The candidates were a&ll in excellent
form, and after the meeting the remark
was freely made that Col..Gregory is im-
proving as a_public speaker every time
he appears. Mr, Paterson again demon-
strated his possess.on of hard-hegded,
practical business sense, and Mr. Stew-
art, although, unfortunately, detained by
his civie duties until late, in a few well
.chosen sentences lien
‘that he has a good grasp of provincial
affairs and won a decidedly ‘warm recep-
tion.

A very pleasing feature wus the pre-
sence of so large a number of iadies. In
the boxes and the orchestra ‘chairs the
fair sex was largely in evidence; indeed
the crowd was a very representafive
one, there being present s5 many of the
best known people of the city that a
list would occupy more space than can
be afforded. o

On the platform in addition to
the candidates there were Hon. Pre-
mier Semlin, Hon. Joseph  Mar-
tin, D. W. Higgins, M.P.P.; J. M.
Martin, M.P.P.; ¥. J. Deane, M.P.Y,;
J. D. Pgpentice,. M.P.P.; Alex. Wilson,
Dr. lLewis Hall, A. Maxwell Muir, W.
T. Havdaker, L. P. Duff, C, K. Renouf,
S, Perry Mills, ), Cartmel, Dennis Har-
ris, ‘Cuyler Holland, A. G, McCandless,
M. Hubbock; A. L. Belyea:and Johu
Stuart Yates, ,

A few
tain rose, and; amid cheers, Mr. K. V.
Bodwell  advanced  to the chair. In
‘opening - he said he was glad to observe
that the rather strenuous and ordinarily
boisterous proceedings of the campaign
were to be modified by the presence of
so many ladies. (Cheers.) ) )

Continuing, he said it was impossible
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tof Hon. Joseph Martin, and they

would endorse these U:mliidqtes by an
vverwhelming majority con l‘ebruary'.:.s
(Loud cheers.) He then mntroduced Col.
Gregory. 5
Lieut.-Col. Gregory had a splendid re-,
eeption and was repeatedly cheered dur- |
ing his address. He said this was ‘the
second time within a few months that|
he had offered himself as a candldg.tm
for the suffrages of the people of Vie- !
toria and he hoped and believed that,
this time he would be more Sllccesstl_ili
than last. In sp'te of the fact of his:
having been defeated before he

! “bobbed up serenely” and was ready to,

He was willing every time !
to fight for a true administration of
public affairs, and although last time
there was a majority against him of S{)_. :
the next highest candidate being 185!
votes ahead of him, and Mr. Turner:

fight again.

leading him by 220, he felt quite con-|
fident that on February 2nd there would |

be a majority for himself and in favor
of the present government. He express-
ed the highest respect for the gentle-
men who are opposing him. di
know anything against them as citizens,

but the fact that they are good citizens |
is'no reason why they should be returned |
to represent the ecity in the legislative |.

assembly, where they wiil the
government.

There was one gentleman, a member
of.the government, who had been hound-
ed almost to death since he came to the
province, in spite of the fact! that ‘the
late’ government were always {dlking
about bringing in people from other prov-
inces and securing an influx of foreign
capital.  Mr. Gregory believed that if
a man of ability was- to-be:obtained to
assist in the devolpment and growth of
the province he should be induced to come
here, but the opposition to that gentleman

oppose

to whom he referred was caused by the!

fact that the opposition party are afraid
are
trying to drive him out of the province
by personal attacks, the utter want of
foundation for which no one knew bet-
ter than they.

Mr. Gregory then referred to the posi-
tion of the opposition candidates, first re-
minding his audience of the curious way
in which the election had been brought
about, and considered it was an act of
Providence to enable the people of the

lcity of Victoria to reverse the decision

i that the

showed the audience '

they had made at the last election. The
first member who had contravened the
act was Mr. Neill, of Alberni, and
his resignation disposed of the objection
government . was placing a
strained interpretation upon the act,
for the very first man to come within
its operation was one of the govern-
ment’s own supporters, and notwith-
standing that he was he had been ad-

j vised by the government to go back to

the people for re-election, he did so and

| was returned again by a large majority.

When he resigned what happened? The
Colonist on November 26th said that “a
zentleman who is so ignorant of the
furndamental law of the province as not
to know that a member-elect is not al-
lowed to engage in a contract with the
government, can hardly be said to be one
who is fit for the position of representa-
tive, whatever his' good 'qualities may

. be in- other directions.”

That was _ something the opposition
party would do well to bear in mind, but
it was written because they thought they
were. going- to beat Mr. Neill and they
never dreamed that a number of their
own supporters wete in the same posi-
tion as that gentleman, and it was true,
as the Colonist said, that those gentle-
men were not fit for the position of rep-

, resentatives because of their ignorance

minutes after -eighf the cur- |

for the elector to exercise his franchise ;

wisely and deliberately unless means of
discussion were afforded, and the large
audience present was an indication that
the public were anxious to be informed
upon the questions at issue. A gentle-
man had said to him the other day that
the: journals of the house at the present
time might be deseribed as the ‘book of
Exodus. He recalled Mr, 'Turner’s
statement at the publi¢c meeting on K'ri-
day, when he acknowledged that busi-
ness: transactions between members and
the government had existed in the past,
but that they had been condoned. He
added that he: preferred those business
niethods to the present questionable pro-
- ceedings of the government. (Laughger.)
“We have surely fallen upon strange
times,” continued the speaker, ‘'when:
the rules .of parliament are to govern
its procedure.”

The speaker had read the report of
the Turner meeting in order to find out
the policy of the Turner candidates, but
he found little there of a tang.ble char-
acter. Mr. Turner bewailed the fact
that after years of strvice he was to be
cast agide for a newcomer. (Laughter.)
The¢ speaker agreed with the ex-premier
that it was an odd thing that the pro--
vince should turn out a faithful and hon-
est business man, but he thought that
if Mr. Turner were to travel throughout
the province he would find that the peo-
ple believed he and his colleagues were
unable to understand the responsibilities
of government, and that they exhibited
on every occasion a lack of firmness in
dealing with the affairs of the province.
Mr. 'IElrner had claimed his party to be
oné of progress, “but,” said the speaker,
“it was the progress of the spendthrift
and the profligate.”” In nothing was this
so evident as in the railway policy of the
government, which was of such a charac-
ter that he hoped and believed it would
never again be adopted by any govern-
ment in British Columbia,

It was claimed that-the campaign was
to hinge upon the action of the Lieut.-
Governor in dismissing his ministers.
He doubted this, because the means to
do so were not at hand.! "The reason
was that although a motion to elicit the
information had been placed on the or-
der book by the ex-premier it had been
blanketed by the resignation of Mr. 'T'ur-
rer.

‘“That eminent constitutional author-
ity,” said Mr. Bodwell. “the Colonist
(loud laughter), has decided the question
without the data. But there are others
(laughter), who have not lived in St.
John (laughter) and have mnot been
familiar with the history of New Bruns-
wick, where all our precedents seem to
come from.” (Renewed laughter.)

The - question would have to be de-
cided by lawyers, and on the floor of the
house. We have to be governed by the
policy of the late government or the pre-
sent one, and the electors must decide
which they would have. Upon such an
issue he thought there could be no doubt.
That, of the ]Jate government had been
condemmned by the country at large; that
of the present government had been fore-
shadowed in the speech from the throne,
of which, perhaps, the greatest compli-
ment the épposition had'paid it was that
it was their own. (Laughter.) .

In selecting candidates to contest the
city the government suporters had been
careful to select men of undoubted per-
sonal probity and in every way repre-

of the fundamental law of the prgvince.

Then" Mr. McPhillips had no need to
resign, and had been s6 advised by Mr.
Bodweil, a friend ef the ‘government, and
more likely to wish that Mr. McPhillips
would resign ‘than otherwise, but Mr.
McPhillips: was not satisfied with .that
opinion and obtained another from an
eastern lawyer, who advised him that
his position was not safe.

But Mr. McPhillips’s position was still
more paculiar, for he claimed that the
zovernment should not offer any opposi-
tion to him, but should allow him to take
his seat by,acclamation.’ When Mr. Neill
resigned in Alberni he was followed by
Mr. Robertson in Cowichan, and the gov-
ernment party made an offer to the oppo-
sition to allow both those gentlemen to be
returned unopposed, but the opposition
people said “Oh, no, vou don't. We
have a chance of beating you in Al-
berni,”” and Mr. McPhillips was one of
the men who went to Alberni and tried
to beat Mr. Neill, and he is now coming
to the people for re-election for the very
same reason that prompted Mr. Me-
Neill's resignation.

Turning to the statement of the Col-
onist, Mr. Gregory quuted from that pa-
per of Janunary 21st to the effect that
Victoria had never hitherto been without
a representative in the administration of
the affairs of the province, and Mr.
Gregory pointed out that it would be
absurd to expect the government to call
upon anycne to join the government who
was no¢ elected in their support.

It was true that Vietoria was the larg-
est, the wealthiest and the greatest in
population, but it was not wise to sup-
pose that the city was going to centrol
the affairs of British Columbia, and if
the people are wise they will recognize
that other parts of the province have
grown, in spite of the blighting influence
of the Turner administration. 1s it not
right that the people in all parts of the
province should have a voice in the man-
agement of the affairs of the province?
It was unwise that the feeling should
go abroad that Viectoria is trying to run
the whole business and the public meet-
ing in the city hall had been arranged
for the purpose of conveying that impres-
sion. It had been announced that meet-
ings would be held simultaneously in
other parts of the province, in Rossland,
in YVernon and other places, but no other
meetings had been held. The Colonist
had made the statemenu that the whole
province was alarmed at the passage of
the legislation complained of, but Victoria
is the only place where a meeting took
place, and the consequence was that peo-
ple in other parts of British Columbia
said Victoria was trying to control every-
thing. It would be well for Victorians
to learn that other parts of the province
had a voice in the affairs of the coun-
try and that it was for the good of the
country that they should have.

Then the friends of the opposition said
they would make the “constitutional”
question the main one of the campaign.
Mr. Gregory said that he could tell his
hearers that the government was quite
willing to make that question the main
one to be dealt with, and that reminded
him that last election the present op-
position called themselves the “Party of
Progress and Prosperity;” now they call
themselves the Constitutional arty.
Why have they changed their name?
They had changed it, apparently, be-
cause they had strung a banner acvoss
Government street bearing the new
name, and had been unable even to
have that banner strung properly, it be-
ing at an angle of about forty-five de-

grees. .

Going back to 1882 Mr. Gregory refer-
red to the defeat of the Walkem-Beaven
administration and the statement of the
Colonist that coustitutional government
required that a government beaten at

sentat’ve, and he believed the electors‘the polls should give up the reins of/

| of it were Messrs. C. E. Pooiey,

| his

He did not |

power. ) 1
December, 1882, asking that the Lieut.-

Theo-
B. Martin. It was
argued then that the governor would
have been justified in dismissing his ad-
visers; this year the governor had done
so when the late ministry was beaten
at the polls 'and they complained a.
doing so. In 1882 the ministry
was uot dismissed, but the vote taken n
the house showed them to be in a mi-
nority of eight and they had to resign. In
this case the action of the Lieutenant-
Governor was justified by the result of
the vote taken immediately after the
opening of the session.

Some man in the audience became
noisy- about this time and there were

had ' cries of “put him out,” but Mr. Gregory
disturber |

said he would rather the

e s !
A “round robin” was got up in

{ Governor should turn out that discredit- !
i ed government, and among the signers

should be allowed to remain, as he would |

doubtless gain some very valuable in-
formation and wouid probably be con-

verted to the right and reasonable view |

of affairs.

The opposition said the constitntional

ter brought up, and a resolttion was
given notice of, but that resolution had

question was goinug to be the first mat- |

been withdrawn and up to the present, | | )
I country in July, 1898, but when it was

i notwithstanding that the debate on the
addresy afforded ample scope for the
| discussion of that question, nothing had
been said about it, If it be true that the
constitution had been disregarded and
the opposition believed it, why did they
not put up a candidate

out opposition, as
very day.

that at the time the correspondence was
appearing in the press relative to the
dismissal of the Turner government, it
was stated that Mr.

for stating that he had tried to make the
Lieutenant-Governor sign a warrant im-
properly. If that writ was ever is-
sued it was certainly never served.

The speaker assured his hearers that
whatever might happen at this election
there was no chance of defeating the
government; they are firmly entrenched

can have no effect upon their position.
The zovernment had passed the Placer

of British Columbia.
ment had introduced acts which they
said were in the interest of the mass of
the people, but they had all either been
withdrawn or killed in committee,

and saw that it became law.
into the country and taking away the

erican cities to spend it, and the present
opposition hadn’t even
oppose it. The Colonist was printing a

from the other side of the line, but it

that they are going to do it.

to abolish, but
ment would waste no
freeing the province - of it, and
if the revenue decreased in consequence
they would see to it that it pieked up.
The land, policy of the present.govern-

the present govern-

troduced twenty or thirty. years
would have left the province
any need of taxation at all.
ory mentioned the outrage of. Glenora,
where the late government had sold-land
for $1 an acre when ‘it was worth
2,400, and touching upon the subjeet of
the valuable timber -rasources. of ~the
province, said that in Ontario all the ex-
penses - of administration are paid out

ago,

bes

The ' colonel
loud cheers:

T. W. Paterson wag introduced by the
chairman as a gentleman who appeared
tor the first time as a candidate, but
who would henceforth be for many years
a representative of Victoria city in the
legislature.

When the applause had subsided  Mr.
Paterson disclaimed any
knowledge of the constitution, but said
he had always understood that it was
for the people. (Hear, hear.) When
the late government found after the elec-
tion that they were discrediteg, as evi-
denced by the fact that they were in‘a
minority, they should have at once re-
signed. The ‘'supporters of the present
government had to contend -against the
tremendous leverage which the patty in
nower has by reason of the expenditures
on public works. In the rural consti-
tuencies the vote dependent on road
work was sufficient to control any elec-
tion, and even a small majority was
synonymous with defeat. The action of
the = Lieutenant-Governor he thought,
in the premises, when a discredited and
defeated government refused to resign,
met with the general approbation of the
like policy. (Applause,)

Continuing, the speaker referred to the
prodigality with which the late admin-
istration had squandered the public
lands of the government. Among these
was the Crow’s Nest charter, which
had resulted in benefit to the Kootenays,
but had diverted its trade to the east.
.If the government had been anxious to
save that trade for the province they
might have adopted a more business
like policv . (Applause.)

While the large agricultural lands of
the province are producing great quan-
tities of grain it had to be sold at a loss
because. of the lack of transportation
facilities, the government having de-
voted their attention to building roads
which afford ingress for the products of
the east. Although the province had
been blessed with a bountiful harvest,
he did not know a farmer in the Fraser
valley who was not selling his grain at
a loss. The railway policy of the late
government in regard to northern roads
was equally fatuous.

The policy of a government should be
in the interests of the people who place
them in office. (Applause.) When the
policy of the present government was
compared with that of the former gov-
ernment he did not think any one could
deny that the change had been beneficial.
(Applause.)

Amid loud applause the speaker re-
ferred to the Alien Exclusive Bill, and
pointed out that in placer mining the
country was in no way benefited or open-
ed up by the advent of the miner. The
province was obliged to police the coun-
try, to comstruct roads, etc., and at the
gsame time a large proportion of the in-
tending miners didn’t think it worth
while to spend a dollar in outfitting here.
Their boats propose running direct from
Seattle to Skagway without stopping at
Victoria. They went up there, if they
got frozen had to be looked after by our
police, and left nothing in the country
but a hole in the ground, and didn’t even
get off the boat here. Amid tremendous
applause the speaker said that act alone
justified the change of government.

The mortgage tax was touched upon,
and the speaker was liberally applauded
when he observed that it was a step in
the direction of relieving the poor man
from an intolerable incubus, The Tor-
rens bill completed a trio of measures

resumed his seat amid

in Vancouver i
against Mr. Tisdall instead of allowing :
the government man to be elected with- |
had occurred that!

Another point made by the colonel was |

Eberts had given |
instructions. to his legal representatives..
to bring a libel action against the Times !

in power and the reswt of this election | )
{ up in any other contest.

Mining Act (loud cheers), an act which |
was in the interest of the workingmen |
The late govern- |

but ,
this government had hardly taken their |
place in the house before they passed an |
‘act in the interests of the workingman
It was a |
good thing to put a stop to men coming |

gold and going to Seattle and other Am- |
the courage to |
lot of criticisms of the act emanating |
would be well for it to be known that the |
people of British Columbia are capable |
of looking after their own business and !

Then there was the mortgage tax that !
the late government did not know how

time in |

legislation of the previous government.
{(Loud and prolonged cheers.;

Premier Semlin was the next speaker,
and had a splendid reception. He said
it was a great pleasure to the govern-
ment and to every supporter of the gov-
ernment to view the scene presented
that evening, te see the intelligent peo-
ple of the city taking a deep interest in
the questions of the day. He had not
often had an opportunity of addressing
a Victoria audience, but if that was a
fair sample of what the audiences of
the city were it was a good augury for
the success of the government of the
day. The Jate government had pursued
a certain policy, which the then opposi-
tion questioned and opposed. The oppo-
sition said that the policy was wrong
and that the late government did not
understand the needs of the country suf-
ficiently to enable them to carry out a
policy which would be for the interest
of the province. The opposition were
charged in reply that they had no
policy, and year by year the goverument
had said their opponents had no leader,
no talent and no policy; that if the
T'urner party were turned out there was
not talent enough in British Columbia
to govern the country. The opposition
issued a platform two years ago. and
upon that platform they appealed to the

read in the house it was jeered at by
members of the government party. They
claim now that the present government's
policy is their policy, and always has
been their policy, but when it was put
forward by the supporters of the present
government it was laughed at. “Appeal
to the country,” they said, *‘on such a
nlatform and you will be snowed under.”

ut they had appealed on that platform
and the result was to be seen in the re-
turn of those who advocated it to take
the high and. responsible position of
members of the government of the day.
The opposition say that the constitution
was. disregarded in allowing the present
rulers of the province to take aold of
the reins of power. There have been
several elections in the province since
July last—the ministers had to go back
to their constituents for re-election. Did
the constitutional question come up in
any of those elections? No. They claim
that the constitutional ~uestion is go-
ing to be decided in the city of Victoria,
but they have taken care not to bring it
Mr. Hume at
Nelson was re-elected, and the much
talked of question cut no figure there.
In Vancouver Hon. Mr. Cotton and Hon,
Mr. Martin were re-elected, and the con-
stitutional question cut no figure there,
there being no one put in opposition to
them, and the electors endorsed their
action and again the constitutional ques-
tion cut no figure in that constituency.
But the opposition. seem to fancy that
the city of Victoria is their particular
stronghold, and that they are going to

have that question decided by the peo--

ple here. Mr. Semlin said he had no
doubt that the people will endorse the
stand taken by all the other constitu-
encies to which he had referred.
Speaking as an old-timer who had
been in the province for 40 years, Mr.
Semlin he could say that he had never
opposed the advent of anyone into the
province. The theory of the late gov-
ernment had supposedly been to induce
people to come here and assist in build-
ing up the province. Lately there had
been more success in this direction, it
having been assisted by the completion
of the C. P. R. DMd the supporters of

{ the present'government object to it? No.
"They believed that the people from the

ment was one which, if it had been in-|

without ;
Col. Greg-{

east should: be received ‘with decency
and approbation, It .is no discredit, but,
on the contrary, a credit. to have men
of prominence come out to British Co-
lumbia to” assist in the ‘management of
the: affairs of the country. He could
mention a few who had done so recently,
Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper, Hon. Fred.
Peters and Hon. Joseph Martin. < They

' were all men of considerable eminence

| by the opposition.

particular |

which had done more good than all the |

§n their respective provinces, .and some
in' the sphere of Dominion politics. and

: R out | it seemed a good and a wise thing to
of the amounts obtained from the tim-| i

induce such men to come into our midst.

But Hon. Joseph-Martin was not liked
Some of their speak-
ers and some of their newspapers refer-
red to him ag a “carpet bagger.” As
far as he (the speaker) was concerned
he could have brought everything he ever
did bring into the province in a carpet
bag, and would be glad to be able to
have enough of some commodities to fill
one. It would be just as true to call
some of the government men carpet bag-
gers, and if it applied to Mr. Martin it
might be used in the cases of Messrs.
Tupper ‘and Peters. But it was not
right: they are now British Columbians,
and whatever eminence they have at-
tained in other provinces should only be
a reason for adding to the warmth of
our welcome,

Mr. Semlin urged upon the audience
the desirability of their showing their
contempt for such epithets and for the
spirit which prompts them,

He appealed to them to return support-
ers of the government, saying that it
was not because the government needed
that support, for they can conduct the
business of the province with the num-
ber they already have, but they would
take it as a great compliment indeed if
the capital and wealth of this city would
give them their support on this ocecasion.
So far as the sectional gquestion, which
is always trotted out on such occasions,
is concerned, the people of Victoria coeuld
rest .assured that the interestg of this
island and of this province are just as
safe in the hands of the present govern-
ment as in thcse of any government
which has preceded it.

When Mr. Semlin retired a very
hearty burst of applause resounded
throughout the house, the cheering con-
tinuing for some moments.

When Hon. Joseph Martin, the attor-
ney-general, came to the front of the
platform the cheering was renewed with
even greater enthusiasm and he was
compelled to await the pleasure of the
audience ere he was allowed to proceed.
He said:

“My hon. friend the premier has re-
ferred to-a matter which occurred in the
city during the last two or three days.
A member of the house made a most un-
warrantable attack on me and I resent-

| ed it, and that having been done I don’t

wish to refer to it further than to say
that in connection with the interview I
had with that gentleman touching this
matter I understand very unfair reports
are being circulated through the city as
to what I said to that—I think I called
him a gentleman. (Laughter.) I would
ask you, not only about that matter, but
about any matter, not to believe any-
thing * you hear about me. I can tell
you that if there is a shadow of truth
about anythine which reflects upon me
you will be sure to find it in the Colonist,
and you will find it there sometimes
when there is not even a shadow of truth
in it, and if you don’t find it in the Col-
onist you ean rely upon it there is not
even a shadow of foundation or a tittle of
truth in the statements.

“I can fancy that you are almost sick
of hearing of the sharp practice which
has been indulged in by the government,
through me, in connection with the in-
terpretation of the statutes of this prov-
ince. It is insinuated that I deliberately
arranged with a constable up in Van-
couver to go into Mr, Tisdall’s store and
buy 70 cents worth of cartridges in order
that I might carefully advise Mr. Tisdall
that he had violated the statutes of the
country and it was necessary that he
should go back for re-election, knowing
very well that if he did he would come
back with a majority of 1,100 or 1,200,
and knowing that there were others who

| advice

had done, the same and; who would also
resign. I must say that if that was the
scheme, it was worked most admirably,
and I think no part of the province of
British Coiumbia has reaped so great an
advantage as this city of Victoria, be-
cause it seems to me that Victoria made
one of the greatest mistakes in its career
on July 9th, and an opportunity now oc-
curs for it to fall into line with the rest
of the province. It was a great mistake
and it must be admitted that it is a
most fortunate occurrence that they now
bave an opportunity of repenting.

“But with regard to this sharp prac-
tice either my interpretation of that
statute is right or it is wrong. If it is
right, then I did my duty in advising
Messrs. Tisdall and Neill to resign. The
fact that it is right is shown by al]l these
other gentlemen doing a most des.rable
thing in coming before the electors at a
time like this. It is my duty to act as
legal adviser to the government, but I

think it is not quite right that I should |

be expected to act as legal adviser to
the opposition. Mr. Richard Hall would
not have resigned until he got some good
| f'.'an the attorney-general.

“There is no doubt about the position
of affairs. While it may seem a trivial
thing that a man who had uniutentional-
ly sold TO cents worth of goods to the
government shovld resign you must re-
member that there is nothing of greater
‘mnortance than that a member of par-
liament should be absolutely independent
cf the government of the day. More
than twenty vears ago this very question
came up in the house of commons at Ot-
tawa. It was found out that a large
number of members had violated the law
as Mr. Tisdall did. Clerks had sold
small amounts of merchandise to the
government and the members went back
for re-election, and in spite of the fact
the statute stands on the statute book
to-day as it did twenty-five years ago,
hecause it was recognized that although
it was straining a point, .it was better
that a member of parliament should be
put to a little inconvenience and the
constituency to a little inconvenience
rather than that a class of men should
grow up who would use their positions
for the purpose of advanecing their pri-
vate interests.”

Mr. Martin referred to the case of Mr.
Harry Corbin, who found in the public
accounts that the government had pur-
chased from his distillery some. methy-
lated spirits and immediatelv resigned,
concluding that portion by saying that
he thought if the people looked into the
merits of the case they would find, and
he hoped they always would find, the
action taken by the government support-
ed by true precedent and in the public
interest.

“I read with interest the speeches de-
livered the other night at the opposition
meeting, and could net find very much
to which to reply. The great complaint
Mr. TFurner had was that the house did
not ‘adjourn from the Thursday, opening
day, until the Monday. We were under
the impression that when our consti-
tuents elected us and sent us down here
to do their business that it ‘was our duty
to de.that business promptly. The plan
of the late government was to adjourn
until = the, . Monday, and then adjoarn
again .for a couple of weeks, and ad-
journ again for another week, and so
they went on, until we see that it took
three months and a half to transact the
business of this small province. Our
plan is different, and if Mr. Turner don’t
like that plan of doing business I would
advise him not to go back to the house,
because he will find that is the way the

business of the house is going to be'done |

hereafter.

Referring to that “iniquitous meas-
ure,” the election bill, Mr. Martin ‘said:
“Mr. Turner says that his late colleague,
Mr. G. B. Martin, ‘had 17 votes more
than Mr. Deane, who was legislated into
his seat.. ' And he says that Mr. Pren-

fice has no right to be a member of the |
house,” and that he was legislated into |

his seat. It is a very funny thing that
Mr. Martin should have a majority of
seventeen and that the returning officer.
appointed by Mr. Turner himself, should
declare that Mr, Deane had a majority
of four; and that Mr. Prentice, who is of
age, or thereabouts, a British subject,
who had lived in the constituency twelve
months prior to the election, complied
with every requirement, should, because
of a slight technical error, be debarred
from: taking his seat and that the busi-
ness of the country must stop until he
was put outi of his place.

“I had to advise the opposition again.
They thought that if only they could
get until the Thursday they would have

,had Mr., Stoddart in the house, and so

they started in. They had heard of ob-
struction and about the Parnell party,
and of the party down in Ottawa. who
obstructed the School Bill. They start-
ed in and said we will talk this thing
over until Thursday. We are going to
fight to a finish, and they fought away.
They got through Monday night, and
begged for an adjournment. Went on
their knees to the government to get
them to give them a little sleep. We
granted them a few hours, and they
came back, and at two or three o’clock
on Wednesday they gave in. And why
did they give in? Simply because I
took occasion to inform them that under
no possible circumstances could Mr.
Prentice or Mr. Deane be unseated, so
that they could not take their seats in
the house this session. That was some-
thing they were not aware of. 1 told
them that those gentlemen had the right
of appealing from the verdiet of the
judge to the opinion of all the judges, so
after they had been struggling along
for a couple of days they gave up that
wonderful fight to a finish. After I had
advised them (A Voice: “And you
didn’t charge them anything either.”
Roars of laughter)—they came to the
conclusion that they were making a pub-
lic exhibition of themselves.

Mr. ‘Martin gave an exhaustive ac-
count of the condition of the Deane
and Prentice cases, reviewing the facts
as he had previously done in the house
during the debate on the bill. He said
that the opposition claimed because the
debate on the address was postponed to
allow of the measure to be passed the
constitution received “a very serious
crack.” He said the government looked
at it in another light. They overlooked
the outside appearance of things and
considered that the constitution was
made for the people, and that it must
be interpreted and carried out in such a
manner as that the people will get their
rights,

Mr. Turner had said that there was no
allusion in the speech from the throne to
a “railway policy.” It would be remem-
bered that four years ago last July Mr.
Turner came before the electors of this
city with a railway policy. All the four
members who then represented the city
were returned on the magnificent rail-

No Gripe

‘When you take Hood’s Pills. The big, old-fash-
foned, sugar-eoated pills, which tear you all te

pleces, are not in it with Hood's. Easy to take
of Hood’s' Pills, which are
druggists. 28¢. C. V. Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass.

up to date {n every respect.
The only Pills to take with Hood's Sarsaparille.

and easy to operate, is true »
Safe, certain and sure. All l Ills

way pqlicy of Mr. Turner.
the British Pacific. There were foup
members sent from this city to help
t_lm.t: the government had a large ml-.‘
Jority in the house, but where is ),
British Pacific? “Had I deluded 1],
pgmpl(\.'.‘ continued Mr. Martin, "of auy
city with such_promises as did MY
Turner I would not dare to stand 1, )
and speak about a railway policy.”

”'fh(‘l'l there was also the Vancouy,
Victoria & Kastern, the Stikine route,r
;"ull~(lanudiun road to the Yukon.” '\f
Turner had told us about those i
roads that all arrangements were mau,
the contracts signed, sealed and deliv,..’
ed with McKenzie & Mann, by whi
the construction of the roads ‘w::\ '
sured. The then opposition asked
see those contracts, but they were
produced, because they were simply .
much waste paper. McKenzie & M
agreed that if the Dominion governm
assisted the province in the construct|
of the roads with $G,400 a mile th
would build the roads. *“What do ¥u
think of that man,” asked the sm-::}i» ‘
"\.vh()_ will stand up before the peop
of this province and make a statement
il})solurel_\' without foundation” M
['urner had deliberately  deluded .
people with a letter from n Mr, Lukws
about what McKenzie & Mann wou i
do, and w}wn the present governmer
called McKenzie & Mann’s attention .,
the let_ter they said Mr. Lukes had u»
authority to write any such letter, ;1-‘:‘
that they had no intention of buildin:
t‘lw line unless they received a subsij.
from the Dominion government, *Y.,
will not see in the speech any allusion .,
any such railway policy as that,” sai|
the Attorney-General. He coud'em‘u.’»‘:
the talked of Stikine route as a crazy
scheme, and did not believe it would be
any advantage if it were built to-day.

Then came Mr, Turner’s complaint
about there being nothing said about a
vigorous policy of development. U'po
government had no desire in the worlg
to follow in Mr., Turner's footsteps n
the development of the province. Mr
fI‘urmfr said they had expended 700,000
m‘ building riads. That was very eass
why not make it $1,500,000 or $2,0ix .
()00? There was no difficulty in spenn
ing money, .but it had to be borrowe:
and the time always came along when
it had to be repaid, and the country was
burdened with the'interest chargeg upon
the loans. It was sometimes necessire
and advisable to discount the future, but
the policy of the government would be
to avoid the contraction of unnecessary
debt. I.t intended to handle every dollar
on business principles. A dollar iy ns
much to the government as to the in-
ﬁxwdua]. and, as Micawber had saig,
!n(:ome. twenty  shillings; expenses,
nineteen and six—prosperity; income,
twenty shillings, expenditure twenty and
six—bankruptey.” ’

Then Mr. McPhillips was referred to.

His action in resigning was unmercifully
scored, and Mr. Martin said that if Mr,
McPaillipy was a sample of the public
men the people of Victoria wanted they
had better re-elect him.. He had written
a lqng letter to the speaker of the house
saying he was qualified, and then he
weakened at the end of it and said he
should resign. Mr. Martin wanted o
know what such a man would do if he
were (really placed in an embarrassing
position.
. The report of the Colonist of the mevt-
ing'in Foresters’ hall contained the stur:
ment that' Mr. John Grant had made o
few “factious” remarks. Mr. Martin
thought it was quite right; there was a
factious opposition which grew from
faetious disposition. Some  grumblers
riade trouble because they had got on
the wrong side of the fence,

‘Referring to the Placer Miming
Amendment Act, Mr. Martin said it wis
intended as an_ assértion on the part
of the people of ‘British Columbia against
the: people of Seattle particularly, who
had exploited the gold fields without ary
rvtﬁu'n #to the eountry. - Continuing, he
said:

“I wish to point out to you that 1t 1s
pessible we have a tight on our hands.
You know the government at Ottawa are
negotiating in joint high commission for
a better understanding on some subjects
with the Washington government, and
while we did not pass the measure to
hamper them, while we would be very
glad to see a favorable treaty arranged,
that is not going to stop us from doing
our duty in regard to our own local in-
terests. The Dominion government are
said to be going to disallow the bill, but
although they are party friends of mine,
if they do, they will find that this pro-
vince will resent it. This province will
not allow the Dominion to decide wheth-
er we shall give our gold and siuver
away to the Americans or not. 'That 1s
a matter that we understand here, and
that is a matter that Sir Wilfrid Laurier
has nothing whatever 'to do with
as far as the constitutional rights
are concerned. They may disallow
it. That fact brings this election pro-
minently before the people of the east.
If this city of Victoria stands up and
sends us three good men to support the
government Sir Wilfrid Laurier will
hesitate to take such a course. On the
other hand, if we are defeated in this
contest, the issues of the day are not
fully explained in the papers of the east,
and it will be said ‘that is what the peo-
ple of British Columbia themselves
think: of the exclusion policy against
aliens, they cannot complain if we do dis-
allow it.” If you think it is important
and’ that we should be sustained in this
policy T ask you to let that be @& pro-
winent figure in this contest,

‘““The late government has been called
a Victoria government. I would like to
ask you what did you ever get from the
late government (A Voice—‘I'he man
who has been interrupting you got $30,-
000 last year. Laughter.)

Mr. Martin—*I knew there were some
citizens of Victoria who had every rea-
son to be thankful to the 'Iurper ad-
ministration, but I did not expect to see
any of them at this meeting.” "There is
a small clique who have benefited large
ly by Mr. Turner and his party, and the
fact of that clique living here has in-
Cuced the unfair statement that the 'L'ur-
ner government has been a Victoria gov
ernment. It has not been a Victori.
government, if you are to understand
by that in the icterests of the peopl
generally of Viectoria,

Mr. Martin thought a great many bai
supported the Turner government be-

That wy S

\

| cause they were misled by the delusior

of the British Pacific, but now they hau
an opportunity to get back into line and
of dping‘ something for the good of the
province. “You have an opportunity of
showing that Victoria is indeed the cup-
ital of the province, not only politically
quaking bnt centered here there is thar
political wisdom which would prefer In
stead of such a government as we have
had. a government which intended in the
Iu}ure to carry out such measures, to ad-
minister the affairs of the province alons
the lines which would produce the great
est benefit for the whole of the people
of the province.”

The impartiality of the government t¢
friend and foe was briely mentione
Mr. Martin sayiug that when they went
to deal with a question they laid down
a rule and ‘heir friends have to stan
by it as well as their enmemies. 4hat
was one way of running the country anc
that was the government’s way.

" They expected to stand well with all
the great mass of the people, the in-
dividual voter who had nothing to ex-
pect and who expected nothing. ‘L'hey
are the great majority of the people, and
all the time the speaker had beem In
politics he had held to that., Do what is

. was. obliged to
" and shortly after

right, discuss the qux.‘.\vti\ms
its, offend his own fr.ends,
elying upcn the good sens
ple at large. )

Mr. Martin was given a
tion .at the conciusion of h
audience becom ng most ¢
in their expression of sati
his address. )

Before calling on the 1
the chairman announced
to-night in Fairall’s Hall. ¥
to be addressed by Ralph 3

Alex. Stewart. who at
arrived from the city coun
upon the changed position
cupied as a government s
stead of an opposition ca
referred to the statesmanli
which the present governme
hold of the abolition of {
tax compared with the fe
at reform by the late gc
means of a commission.
ferred to the corporatic
Glenora  which had been
the late government,

He took a broad view
question, but felt thuat the
tion had taken a very nece
passing the Excluxive Bill ij
conduct of the peonle of Seg
to *he lateness of the hour,
abbreviate
eleven
meeting terminated with ¢l
Queen, the chairman  and
dates.

A Ridiculous and Fal

As a rule, modern news
tisers endeavor to make the|
clear and truthful; they k
intelligent public—especially
portion—quickly c¢ondemn ul
deception.

Some advertisers, inten
high. suddenly tall from th
the ridiculous in their stat
errors are promptly detected
of people the advertisers wol

Imagine an advertiser
home dyeing, after giving 4
the virtues possessed by
remarking, “They cleanse a
samne time.” Thig statem
tens of thousands of intel
is so contrary to truth
sense, that the advertiseq
loss of time condemned ag
or deceiver.

Diamond Dyes, the std
dyes of the world dare n
such- claim. In their valy
Home Dyeing (sent free to
for it) they especially men
goods should be cleaned be
dyed.” A Solon, however,
land and formulates a new
asserting that ———— 1
and dye at the same tir
will hear of some new sta
turer making a claim ths
will cleanse and stiffen
time!

No wonder that many o
show temper and suffer d
when they make use of d
tend to take out dirt and r
one operation. No wonder
women complain of muddy
color after using adulteraf

Let it be distinctly und
the inventive genius of ma
devised a dye that will ta
spots, staing and dirt. and
time give a decent color.

ves—the world’s popular
give the fullest and richest]
materials when the goo
They are the only warra

the market and always do W
ed for them. Do not alld
claims of any manufacture
dves to lead you into trou
cial loss.
MEETING OF HORTIC
Anndg
and

Programme for the
Here on Tuesday
The annual meeting

Growers' and Horticultur

which (. H. Hadwen is

T. R. Pearson secretary-t

be held in the rooms of th|

of agriculture on Tuesday,
and Wednesday, I‘ebrua
mencing at 2 p. m. on thd
day. Delegates are expe
part~ of the province, and
commodation special half fof
been arranged by the s¢
steamers of the C. P. N, (
the mainland, coast and no
and with the E. & N. Ra
In addition to the regul
papers will be presented
ing subjects: Small IFruit (
and Farm Produce for L4

Frnit Packing and Marke

Pests and Diseases, )

Fruits in the Northwest a

of Orchards.

THE YUKON O,

Mr. O. 8. Batchelor
‘he output of the Yukon
total up to $50,000,000,

Mr. Batchelor is confirn
timate by a member of the|
lice, who is at present i

*“I do not think that $3
possibly  £50,000,000. will
the mark,” said the officer
“I know that a careful esti
made of the yield and it
topic in Dawson when I
output would be enormoug
last week, the rich -claig
cleaned out. Never was §
done before. It will be th
or about the midle of Ju
wold and drafts begin to co
with this estimate, putting
0G0, much gold is used (g
purposes in Dawson, which
record in the gold commis
But with inspectors on the
ed up by the Mounted P
accurate officinl estimate (
will be made this year.”
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“Use De. Cha
ment For Piles

Dr. Chase's Ointment is
medicine, and physicians feel
mend it te their patients.
writing about their cures sa
ily doctor told me there wa
as good as Dr. Chase's Oin

The old way—the cruel,
dangerous way—was to perf
operation. Dr. Chase's O'n
easier and cheaper, and the
indorse it as an absolute
and all itching skin diseasq

Dr. C. M. Harlan, writing
can Journal of Health, say
that Dr. Chase’s Ointment
requisites of the highest staj
and consequently we indo
reager.”’

For sale by all dealers,
Batés & Co., Toronto., Onf

{%&&XM&W A

Dr. Chase’s new illus
‘““The Ills of Life and H
em,’”’ sent free to yo




