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The mac shows that part of Halifax which suffered the greatest from the explosion which occurred near the Narrows, as shown on the plan of the harbor front at the reader’s right The Narrows form the passageway from the main harbor to the inner harbor which is 

known as Bedford Basin. It was in the north end where the greatest damage was done and the section known as Richmond was completely destroyed by fire. The buildings along the waterfront as far as the Queen hotel in Hollis street were demolished by the force of the ex- 
f nn The Queen hotel is not marked on the may, but the HaUfax hotel, the adjoining building, may be seen at the reader’s left. The distance from the Queen hotel to Richmond is about two miles. The main business section of Halifax lies between the Citadel and the 

H° r* h tel as shown on the pUn. The Halifax Ladies’ College is not far from the Queen and Halifax hotels, but is further out of the danger zone. The Victoria General Hospital, the Dalhousie College buildings, the Convent of the Sacred Heart and a large part of the resi­

dent^ district are much further away. Thé new terminals begin at the reader’s extreme left and therefore would not be seriously affected by the explosion. Mount St. Vincent, the Catholic institution at Rockingham, reported destroyed, is beyond the extreme right of the map.

HOW THE COLLISION OCCURRED.
The collision which occurred between the two steamer* took place near the point of the harbor known as the Pier

S and was between a French munition ship, the Mont Blanc attd an unnained Belgian relief ship.
The Mont Blanc lies in the narrows a battered smoke-tom wreck, while tne Belgian relief boat is beached on

the D^m9°'^,(^et^ ‘X-^-ioying its usual period of calm and the streets were crowded with the usual number 

and gathering of people who were unconsciously wending their way to work little thinking of what was in a few minutes

to befall t outaklrts yttie children Were running in streets under the calm autumn sunshine.

Suddenly like a bolt from the blue there came an explosion. From one end of the city to the other glass fell and 
lifted from the sidewalks and thrown flat into the streets. In the downtown offices, just beginning to 

hum with the usual dgy’s activity, clerks and heads alike cowered under the shower of falling glass and plaster which

fell about them.
COLLISION WAS TERRIFIC , „ „

The collision was a terrific one, the munition boat being pierced on the port practically to the engine room. The 
relief vessel which was practically unin jured kept going ahead with the wounded craft-and when fire was seen to

mouth side of the harbor. Seventeen minutes after the collision, the explosion occurred. Under the force 
of the explosion, houses crumpled like decks of cards, while the unfortunate residents were swept to death m the debris. 

In the main portion of the city, where the buildings are more or less of stone or concrete, the damage was^ con- 
the blowing in of windows and the injuries sustained by the citizens were due m the mam to cuts owing to 

flying glass. Proceeding south*to the extreme end of the city the same thing was observed.

dockyard might blow up. Automobiles 
rushed through the streets warning the 
people to hurry to the open spaces in 
the south end of the city. In less than 
half an hour 8,000 people, lightly clad, 
had gathered on the common, and hun­
dreds of others- sought refuge in the 
fields.

The magazine was flooded and by noon 
all the danger had passed. Scores of 
people are reported missing and it is 
not known whether they are dead or at 
the home of friends.

The concussion shattered the big gaso­
meter and thousands of feet of gas es­
caped. All the power plants in the city 
are out of business and the newspaper 
offices have been so badly wrecked that

Truro, Dec. 6—The town of Truro is one great hospital tonight with the publication of the papers is impossible, 
overflow of wounded from stricken Halifax. The scenes and happenings here 
sixty miles from the great catastrophe exceed in horror and in suggested horror 
anything in Truro’s history. First of all Truro distinctly heard the report ot 
the mighty explosion sixty miles away. Home buildings were shaken and some

Then a little later word began to come concerning the frightful gravity of 
events at Halifax. Wild rumors as to the work of cntmj / manager of the Canadian Express Com-
quently proved unfounded, were followed by real news as to what happened, killed at North street
followed .by a call for doctors, nurses, firemen and finally for food, wrecking ap­
paratus, bandages, and all the requirements of disaster on a terrific scale.

Arrangements were made through Moncton for I. C. R. specials to carry 
relief and aid parties to Halifax and soon it became known that Truro was to 
receive returning trains of wounded who could be found at that time and who 
were in condition for removaL .

By 3 o'clock the first train arrived, people of all ages, from children to aged, 
with every sort of Injury, some of them blackened almost beyond recognition 
and having had only the most hurried kind of first aid owing to lack of suffi­
cient doctors to undertake the tremendous amount of work which the list ot 
casualties demanded. '

At intervals up to late tonight other parties of wounded had been arriving, 
and it is almost impossible to estimate the number that Truro is now caring

Some died during the journey and some others have died since their arrival

TERRIBLE SCENES AND 
TALES AS SURVIVORS 

ARE HURRIED TO TRURO

“We had eighty gallons of gasoline in 
both tanks which exploded when a shell 
fjBom the munition ship struck the Was- 
per B. The latter had just left the dry- 
dock to go to Bedford Basin to get some 
plates from one of the troopers, and as 
the ship was opposite the Lome Club 
we saw the Belgian relief ship Ioma 
coming down from the basin, and the 
Mont Blanc going up.

“I heard the Belgian whistle blow and 
the only thing I remember after was 
No. 1 hold of the munition ship on fire 
on the starboard side.

“We made an attempt to turn back to 
warn the officials at the drydock, but 
before reaching there a shell struck us. 
I think that I was the only one of the 
five on board the Waspbr to escape, as 
the ship was blown up. My son, Harold 
Brest, who was working at the drydock 
was killed.”

Colonel McKelvie Belt, who was over 
two years on the fire line in Flanders, 
says that he never saw anything on the 
battle front to equal the scenes in Hali­
fax today. .

Inquiries are pouring 
paper offices tonight from all quarter; 
regarding missing people. Anxious rel­
atives are seeking lists of the dead and 
injured which are impossible to obtain.

A COMMITTEE OF CITIZENS 
WAS FORMED TODAY AND 
ASSISTANCE FROM ALL OUT­
SIDE POINTS IS ASKED. THE
«oOTy» t^£

PER, BEAVER BOARD, PUTTY, 
BEDDING, AND BLANKETS. 
THE GLASS IN PRACTICALLY 
TWO SIDES OF EVERY BUILD­
ING IN HALIFAX AND WITH­
IN FIVE MILES OF THE CITY 
AND DARTMOUTH HAS BEEN 
DEMOLISHED.
The mayors of all the towns in. the 

province have been communicated with 
to rush these things to Halifax.

;

Bluejackets from an American war­
ship are assisting in patrolling the 

( streets tonight.

Former St. John Man Killed.

Among the dead is LeBaron Coleman,

lined to into the news-
station when the roof collapsed.

It was a day of suffering at the Vic­
toria General Hospital. Suffering for 
the unfortunate women, men and chil­
dren who had been so grievously in­
jured, suffering for the unhurt ones who 
waited within awaiting news of the con­
dition of their loves ones, in many cases 
to hear later that they passed to the 
great beyond; suffering for the doctors, 
nurses and volunteer workers who so 
nobly administered aid to the wounded 
and dying.

Every available nook and cranny. of 
the spacious building was made ready 
for those who had been'injured. It was 
very shortly after the explosion occurred 
that the first cases were brought in and 
from then during the day and evening, 
in fact 9II night, the hospital workers 
were continually working their utter­
most, showing the most devoted atten­
tion to all the serious cases which came 
ir. at all hours.

The slight casualties, those who suf­
fered slight cuts from the falling glass 
in or out of the houses and buildings 
received prompt aid and Were sent to 1 
llieir homes. But there were many very
series cases. Seme of the women were - , .. . „„ , .__ _____ _____ .
seized with hemmorrhage and others were j ?®ec >. e K a's . &
frightfully gashed and among them peo- 1 ln’lV!or wrrc P ' . , . .
pie who were practically beyond recog- ! . I 15 not a whole pane of glass left 
nition. In conversation with one of the ! 111 newspaper off.ces. The presses
nurses the Canadian Press was informed a"'fU1"d wl h broken ^ and tha 1 P6" 
that the suffering of the badly wounded setting machines canno be operated on 
victims was intense. One man had been, a<*ount of the gas supply being cut off. 
brought in who had no trace on 1ns per-1 On? <rf the temporary morgues was 
son of having been cut by glass and in I f>tuated m the basement of the Che- 
hcr opinion, he was suffering from shock bucto road school, where at an early 
alone hour Thursday evening almost a steady

stream of vehicles of all sorts were con­
veying the dead and depositing them in 
the basement in long rows.

The bodies were carried into the 
building and placed in long silent sheet- 
covered lines. Practically none of them 
were recognizable in their blackened, and 
in many cases burned, condition.

Halifax, Dec. 6—This great community, blasted by explosion and fire, « Five minutes after the explosion occur­
red the streets were filled with a terror- 
stricken mob of people each one trying 
to make his or her way as best they 
might to the outskirts in order to get 
away out of the range of what they 
thought to be a German raid.

Women rushed in terror-stricken mobs 
through the streets many of them with 
children clasped to their breasts. In 
their eyes was a look of terror as they 
struggled in mobs through the streets 
with blood-stained faces, horror-stricken, 
while they endeavored to get anywhere 
from the falling masonry and crumbling

By the wire and lath-littered roadsides 
as they were passed there could be seen 
the remains of what had once been 
human beings, now horribly cut to 
pieces, but beyond realization of what 
had occurred. Here and there by a crack­
ed and shattered telegraph pole was the 
cloth wrapped body of a tiny tot scarred 
and twisted in the force of the horrible 
explosion which had wrenched all in its 
path.

By the side of many of the burning ru 
ins were women who watched with hor­
ror the flames as they consumed the 
houses which in many cases held the 
bodies of loved ones who would never 
more be seen.

They watched their homes perish in 
the flames and as others passed with 
inquiries as to whether they could ren­
der any aid they shook their heads in a 
dazed manner and turned their gaze once 

to the funeral pyre of all those

cases
^Bfcny^en^wlA^hom The Telegraph’s correspondent talked tonight be-

liere the estimate of the chief of police, that the dead number 2,000, will be 
when complete search is made and the list finished.- Personal in­

vestigation, so far as that has been possible in the day and night of hyror 

and suffering confirms that view.
PROMPT AID NECESSARY.

The outside world should reallze-particularly nearby towns and dties- 
that promptness in rendering help, in sending doctors, nurses, food, and medi­
cal and surgical supplies, Is everything, and that without It the sufferings o 
this dazed and stricken community will be indescribable. _

Train load after train load of wounded has left the city for Truro and other 
towns and cities, but nearly every building of a public or semi-public character 
that was not injured is a temporary hospital The dazed workers, many of them 
blackened or bandaged, are in many cases still In ignorance of the fate of rel­
atives, and too often the uncertainty will be followed by the worst news.

The city catastrophe came with the speed of lightning. A few hundreds 
had heard of a collision of ships and that one was on fire. The rest of the popu­
lation was occupied as usual not dreaming of danger or tragedy. Then came 
the blast of the frightful explosion, followed by a noise that deafened thou­
sands and rendered many unconscious even though they escaped death or actual

here.
The principal public buildings of Truro have been converted into emergency 

hospitals and are crowded to their mournful capacity. These include the assem­
bly hall, the Academy, the court house, the fire houses, and even, tonight, the 
Agricultural College.

A party of Truro doctors and nurses had gone early to Halifax, but some 
had remained and a few doctors had come from outside points. The women of 
Truro produced hundreds of volunteer nurses, while women rendered aid of all 
sorts, preparing food and bandages. ... A .

Then the homeless and some of the more slightly wounded began to arrive 
and those who could not be accommodated in the public buildings were taken 
into Truro homes on every hand and every effort made to make them comfort­
able.

Both the wounded and homeless were in very many instances shocked and 
dazed. All who could talk connectedly told stories of horror, of dead lying 
in thy streets, of demolished buildings, of personal adventures and mishaps, 
something like adventures in Flanders. v

One man knew that his wife and ten children were dead and he himself

One girl told of going to a third story window in her home in Halifax hav­
ing heard that a steamer was on fire in the harbor. She just got there as the 
explosion occurred. When she recovered she found herself in the basement and 
she escaped from there.

The conductor said the train was four miles from Halifax when the ex­
plosion came and he told of the shock which almost derailed the train.

Hundreds of people In Truro are frantic over relatives in Halifax and do 
not yet know whether they are alive or dead.

From indications here, judging from the latest word from Halifax, the ex­
tent of the disaster Is growing hourly.

Reporter Killed.
Among the killed is John Roynane, ■ 

reporter on the staff of the Morning 
Chronicle.

Two men were killed and a number of 
the crew of the Niobe injured.

All the churelies, in the city were dam-
and the

W<>UTte succeeding silence was broken by shrieks of suffering and panic, the 
of falling walls, clouds of smoke and dust, and then, too soon, by the

in stricken Richmond where theoutbreak of fires In all directions but chiefly 
frail buildings caught the full force of the explosion.

The great area of the damage, the wild confusion, the dazed horror of sur­
vivors, long made any useful estimate of the extent of the disaster impossible.

RESCUE WORK DIFFICULT.
For hours rescue work could make little headway, 

ing and able were unorganized and where hundreds of hands were busy the 
“gantic size of the task called for thousands.

jhe heroic work of a small army of unknown rescuers finally made head 
igainst both fire and debris, and as organization grew hundreds who must 
otherwise have died were rescued from every conceivable form of peril or im- 

ln ruins. The police and firemen performed prodigies. Indeed, 
is complete the ghastly horror will be relieved somewhat by

more
whom they held dear.

Among the hundreds who were killed 
by the explosion was one partietdarly 
sad case of a Canadian government em­
ploye named MacDonald, who on rush­
ing to his home after the explosion, 
found that all his family, consisting of 
his wife and four children, had perished. 
Before him, on the roadway, was the 
mangled remains of a little two-year-old 
child which had met its death while 
playing on the roadside.

Many of the men composing the crews 
of ships in the harbor were killed and 
injured. The damage along the water 
front is very serious.

On one steamer, the Picton, it is re­
ported that thirty-eight of the crew of 
forty-two have been killed. Many bodies 
of seamen have been picked up in the 
harbor and rescue parties are working 

the ruins of buildings removing

Soon Died,
For some who were brought in early, 

no hope of recovery was entertained and 
before long the deatli roll received its 
first victim. Towards evening twenty- 
five citizens had passed away and had 
been brought to one of the morgues and 
then there were other cases who it was Bell Tents Erected, 
feared would breathe their last before

for those who were will-
The rescuers who were early on the 

say that the sights in the public
French munition ship, declares that the 
accident was due to a confusion of 
whistles sounded by the Norwegian re­
lief steamer.

In addition to her cargo of munitions 
the Mont Blanc carried a deckload of 
benzine and this caught fire following 
the explosion.

Tlie captain of the Mont Blanc ordered 
his crew to take to the boats. The men 
hastily left the ship in two boats and 
rowed for the Halifax side of the har­
bor, which they reached in safety.

The men ran for the woods as they 
felt that an explosion was inevitable. 
Twenty-five minutes afterwards the ex­
plosion occurred and the men were hurl­
ed flat on the ground.

The munition ship after the crew left 
her veered in toward the Halifax side 
of the harbor and the city received the 
full force of the explosion.

scene
schools at the north end of the city were 
pitiable. They found the bodies of 
dozens of little children and scores of 
others with broken limbs and covered 
with blood.

The force of the explosion was felt 
seventy-five miles from Halifax, glass 
being broken in the garment hotel at 
Truro.

All the telegraph wires were prostrat­
ed and when the explosion occurred the 
operators jumped from their keys and 
raced, for the open. All the telephones 

also put out of business. For a

morning I Relief bands of military were cover-
Despite the fact that many of the de- ing tlc Common and the slopes of Camp

Hill with a mushroom-like growth orvoted workers both ladies and gentle- . , , . , ...
men had relations of whose fortunes they bell tents, which sprung into being with 
knew nothing, they bravely responded to passing minutes as if some magical 
the call of duty and stood to their guns *orce was behind them, 
day and night. There will be many i , Practically every building which could 
men and women in Halifax who will be got into condition to receive the 
always be able to speak from experience wounded was pressed into service

and attention i temporary hospitals, and as soon as they 
came into being were rapidly filled.

While no definite word can be ôbtiiinèd 
as to the number of dead, from the ever- 
increasing numbers that are being taken 

Charles Prest. gasoline engineer oil the | to the relief stations and the size of 
small steamer Wasper B. at the dry- the completely devastated area. Chief 
dock, tells the following story: i Hanrahan estimates the number, of kim­

prisonment
when the story
the brave and noble activities of those who shook off the grip of death and dead- 
ly peril and set about the endless work of mercy. Many toiled till they ^tag- 
gered with weariness or dropped down in the open and cluttered streets to snatch 

a few minutes rest.
IDENTIFYING the dead.

Another twenty-four hours at least must pass before anything like a com- 
olete list of identified dead is possible or a proper account of the devastation be 
recorded. At midnight there was still a glare from the ruins where the lire cad | bodies of the dead, 
done Its work. Many were without shelter, though tents held thousands. The ■ p.[ot Blames Relief Ship, 
night will be one of horror after a day saturated with it. And morning will but 

fuller realization of the frightful nature of the catastrophe.

of the wonderful care 
which they received at the Victoria Gen- I 
vrai Hospital.

were
time Halifax was completely isolated 
from the outside world.

After the explosion the whole popula­
tion was thrown into a state of intense 
excitement by the report that a second 
munition ship, or the magazine at the

Only One to Escape.among

Pilot Frank Markie, who was on the
-irlp to *

I
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Estimate Late Last Night Was That Two 
Thousand Lives Were Lost In Halifax
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