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care in each local Ubrary, if only they are known to be pre-served and accessible somewhere. Such a coUection mustmclude also the general mass of books sought and held by^ ^^bran«H-the books for the ordinary Lder, the daUy
tools of research. Its maintenance will involve processes--

^u^??h
"^^ ^^^taloguing-highly costly. Suppose the

results of these processes could be made generally availableso as to save duplication of such expenditure uponYdenticai
material held by local hbraries.

^ identical

f«r hiw- ''^"^t*?^"
universal m scope wiU aflford opportunity

^nf~w 7r^ r'^"°^ '^"^^ else-.vhere. Such work^ntred there might advance the general interest with the

^U^'^^% '^''^- ?" ^^^^"^^ interpretation of sucha coUection will mvolve the maintenance of a corps of special-
ists. Suppose taese specialists could be available to answer

exists on any particular subject, where it is, how it maybe had how most eflFectively it may be used.
There are various bibliographic undertakings whichmay be co-operative. Suppose there could be at W^hington

LZJt ^,^"^.V^*^ ^PP^°^^^ '^^^^<^' standard fo^,

tion-which could organize and co-ordinate this work among

s^^ nfT""
""['^^^-^^ States and represent them ^

fi:^lationr
''^ *'^ "^^ ^^^^ "^''^'y ^"^—^ ^0 be

f«r th^T^T^^T ^ '"'*" a thing as a bibliographic bm-eaufor^e Umted States, the Library of Congr^ £ in a way

t^rC:i, *SA^^^' '^ ^^^t, a bureau of information

^.yL ^u ^^^^' ^^^^ '°"tine worker, efficient

tStL ^' •*
r""
^^^ ^"'^^ ^^P«^ bibhographei^ andwithm certam hnes specialists. Besides its o4 employees

rt has withm reach by telephone a multitude of L^ZThey are mamtamed by the veiy government which mainS^
^llin?^^ T"^ "'''^' "®'^^^* '"^^^ speciaUy tramed,
;^g to give freely of their special knowledge
Of these men, m the scientific bureaus at Washington,' the


