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bcforr*. As llip Tliitish nr^rotinlors ImvP n1)amlon-
]

c(| Dnikc's cxi.cdilioti nsa )i;>rl oftl.r IkisIh of their •

rli.,m, I will not dwrll upon it, rxrriitiii;; to nJd I

llmt liiM exuniiiKitidiis \v<ie iiiridciitnl; tlicy wito I

not mad<- ill |.ursium<T ..t'imv i>iir|i'>se i)f cxplora-

j

tion n- srilliiiicnt: ihoy led to tiie discnvorv nf no '

nc.v IciTiiorv; Mild ihf'y ^^< re not tollowtd up l)y
|

nn liMli;d orniicitioii of' the soil. For two rchtn-

Tirs no rliiim to irrritorial ii:,'lits thiit I am luviirr I

of WHS set iii> liv liiv't l!iii:iin on tlir j,'round of

Dr-kp'M prct. Piled discoveries.
j

'; :ic ne::t -"r^iilLrer wns tlio Greek pilot, Junn de

Fiiea, who wns sent to the nortliwesi eoasl in ITi^'i, I

thirteen ynrrn after r)iMUe, hy the Vieeroy of Mex-
|

iro, for the purpose of disroveriii',' the iinn^inary I

Strait of Aiiinn, snppo.«eil, at that day, to (•innieet I

the luMlh l';"Mfie with the norili Atlaiilie ocean. In
|

the proseciilioii of his vovaire he eiitei-ed an exten-

sive iii'et from the sen,V.s he supposed, hetween

th • 47lh and 4Sih parallels of latitude, and sailed

More than twenty days in it. Sucli is his own nr-

count iis detailed l.y Michael l.nvk- and itacrords,

as well iir his di '(riplions, so nearly with the ac-

tual nature of tiie localities, that it is now -rene-

rallv conceded to he .<uhsi' ..iaily tnie: and his

nanie is conferred hv universal eonsenl on the strait

betwf'-n the 4f*tii and YM\\ parallels of latitude.

Spain had thu.v made discoveries on the northwest

roast hefore the cicise «f the sixteenth cent.iry as

far north at least as the 4Slh de',ne.; of latilude.and

the iiatiin- of the explorations, front jheir extent

and thescitlcd purpose in pursuance of wiiich they

were niaile, excludes all elaiiii of discovery by

others down to that ]>erioil of time.

Ill I(i(i:<, Vizcaino, n dislinLniislied naval eorii-

mamler, under an order from the Kiii^ <;f Spain,

mad' a careful survey of the coast of Californta to

Mo ,crev, in the mill i-arallel of latitude; and he

n'so ev;|dored the coast as far north as the 4."{d par-

allel, dvmc names to several hays and promonto-

ries as he advanced. Duriiii: ihe'seventeeth centu-

ry, at least seven diU'erent altcm|its were niade hy

the Spaniards to form esiaMishmeiits in Culiforma;

hut from the hosiiliiy of the natives, and other
j

causes, thi'se a'ii'inpls failed, so far as any perma-

iient settlement is concerned, excepting' the last,

which was made in If.'.t?. P.iit, within sixty years !

from this time, sixteen jiiiiicipal estaMishmenls
|

were fiirined hy the Jesuits on the we^tern coast
|

nf America, l.etween the Gulf <d' California and i

Tape Miaihiiiiio, one of which was in the hay of
j

St. l-'raiiciscn, near the .'If^ih de-ree of latitude. ,

Duriii'j the whole period from the landiim- of Fcr-
|

jiando Cortes ill California, and the latter part of
|

the ei'rhleeiiih century, S|iain had tuiiforinly as- I

serted h<T title to the northwest coast of America,

and had from time to time made ellorts not only to

extend iK'r discoveries there, hut to perfecl her
|

rijrhi of empire and don.ain l>y permanent tstab-
i

lisliMien's.

In 1771, Perez was ordered hy the Viceroy of
|

Mexico to proceed to QP north latitude, and ex-

plore the coast south to Monterey, and to take

possession, in llie name of the Kiiiic of Spain, of

the places where he should land. lie succeeded^

in reachiiu^ the :)4tli pa'-alhl, within two-thirds of

ade-ree of the northern boundary of the disputed

territory, whence he returned aloiej: the coast to

Waslunu'toil's Islatiil, as it was calhul by Captain

Gray, or Uiiceii ChuiloUe's Is'.iinJ, as it wasiU'ier-

wards natned by the Hriiish navijntors. In Inti-

tiide 49° 30' ho entered n capacious bay, where he

remained for some lime, trading' with the natives—

the same bay, beyond all n<">s<''*"' which was tour

years afterwards called Kin- Geor-e's Sound by

Cant Cook, and is now known as Nootka Sound.
'

'hie next year, (177:.,) Heecla sailed as far north

as the 4Hth'de!;iTe of latitude, and explored the

roast south, fillm'. np the outline which Perez hml

left incomplete. He had T>revionsly landed at 41^

ItV and erected a cross with an in'^^ ription setting

for-'h that he had U.ken p.:..i'efsion of the <-"<"i'ry

in the name of his sovereiirn. In latitude 4»)" li

he discovered a rapid curr.Mit outward ir.mi the

land opposite to an openinir, whi'-h he nnmediale-

ly pnmonnced to bothe mouth ofariver. tronl
,

liiin it was first ealhd the Kntrada de Hecetn, and

afterwards the river St. Roc He made repeated

attempts to enter it, but was conslmiily balHed by

the violence o.' the current. This is now eonceded

to have been the month of the river Columbia,

which was discovered and entered by Captain

Gray, of Boston, seventeen years afterwards

I )urin" the same year the coast was also explored

from the .50111 to the .'Sitth de-ree of latitude by

i
Cluadra (v Hodc-a) and Maiirelle, who erected

crosses in "testimony of their discoveries. On their

I

return, they visited the coast at the 47th de-ree of

I latitude. an'd explored it from the 45ili southwardly

j
to the 42d. , ., L- u 1

1 It will be perceived hy these detads, \vhich 1

' have deemed it necessary to state with some par-

1
ticiilariiy, that previous to 1778, the year m which

I Captain Coidv visited the northwest coast, the Span-

! iar.ls had examined it with threat care and persever-

' aiire from 'M° to 4<.)0 'MV . They had also exam-

ined it from the .')4th to the .Wth parallels, and vis-

1 ited it at intermediate jioinls. And in these explo-

i

rations they were wholly without coii'petitors, ex-

; cepliii" on' the part of some Russian naviirators,

I
who had madediscovcries north of iheoliih parallel,

and Drake, who had visited the coast at the 38ih.

Duriii" the two centuries which intervened from

the ex"peditioii of Drake to the third voyase of

Cook, no attempt li;id been made, nor any (leaign

iii.iicaled on the part of (treat P.ri tain, to avail her-

self of ar.y pretended claim by virtue of the tran-

sient visit' of the fm-mer to the coast; while Spam

constantly asserted hci ri-hi to it by virtue of pre-

vious iuid subsequent discoveries. And in Cali-

fornia and its nei-:hborliood she had, after repeated

elforts, succeeded in eirectin^' the permanent occu-

pation of the country, which was her earnest oo-

ject—an object which no other power during that

loinr period' had even in contemplation.
^

»

The third voya^'c of Captain Cook, undiTta:en

in 1777, <rave the first indication of a desire on the

part of G~reat Britain to appropriate such pt rU of

the northwest coast of America as she considered

open to settlement, and subject them to herdomin-

1

ion. He wa,. instructed to lake possession in the

name of the Kin?, of convenient situations in the

I countries ho mi;:ht discover that had not been

I already discovered or visited by any other Euro-

I pean riower. In 1778 he landed at Nootka Sound,

in 4'JO;i:V north latitude, where he remained nearly

' a month tradimi with the natives and refiltine his

' vessel. I believe this was the only point within

I

the territory in dispute at which "Caiitam Cook

I landed ; and it is proved by ius latitude to be the

t


