
XVIII.

THE REVELATION OF JOSEPH SMITH.

I have not troubled the reader with ex-
tracts from Jlormon documents. The Book
of Mormon is ponderous, but gloomy and at
times incoherent, and I will not, by any
means, quote irom that. But the Reve-
lation of Joseph Smith in regard to the ab-
sorbing question of Plurality or Polygamy
may be of sufficient interest to reproduce
here. The reader has my full consent to
form his own opinion of it.

KEVELATION GIVEN TO JOSEPH SJIITH,
NAUVOO, JULY 12, 1843.

Verily, thussaith the Lord unto you, my
servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have
inquired of my hand to know and under-
stand wherein I, the Lord, justified my
servants, Abraham, Issac, and Jacob; as
also Moses, David, and Solomon,my servants
as touching the principle and doctrine of
their having many wives and concubines-
Behold! and lo, I am the Lord thy God,
and will answer thee as touchirjg this
matter

:
therefore prepare thy heart to receive

and obey the instnictions which I am about
to give unto you ; for all those who have this
law revealed unto them must obey the ame •

for behold! I reveal unto you a new and un
everlasting covenant, and if ye abide not
that covenant, then are ye damned; for no
one can reject this covenant and be permitted
to enter into my glory; for all who will have
a blessing at my hands shall abide the law
which was appointed for that blessing, and
the conditions thereof, as was instituted
from before the foundations of the world;
and as pertaining to the new and cverlaMing
covenant, it was instituted for the fulness of
my glory; and he that receiveth a fulness

thereof, must and shall abide the law, or he
shall be damned, saiththc Lord God.
And verily I say unto you, that the con-

ditions of this law are these: All covenants
contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows'
performances, connections, associations, or
expectations, that are not made, and entered
into, and sealed, by the Holy Sprit of pro-
mise, of him who is anointed, both as well
for time and for all eternity, and that, too
most holy, by revelation and commandment'
through the medium ofmine anointed, whom'
I have appointed on the earth to hold this
power (and I haveappointed unto my servant
Joseph to hold this power in the last days,
and there is never but one on the earth at a
time on whom this power and the keys of
this priesthood are conferred), arc of no
efficacy, virtue, or force in and after the re-
surrection from the dead; for all contracts
that are not made unto this end, have an
end when men are dead.

Behold! mine house is a house of order
saith the Lord God, and not a house of
confusion. WilJ I accept of an offering,
saith the Lord, that is not made in my name

!

Or will I receive at your hands that which
I have not appointed ? And will I appoint
unto you, saith the Lord, except it be by
Uw, even as I and my father ordained unto
you, before the world was ? I am the Lord
thy God, and I give imtoyou this command-
ment, that no man shall come unto th^
Father but by me, or bym;. word, which .

my law, saith the Lord; and every thing
that is in the world, whether it be ordained
of men, by thrones, or principalities, or
powers, or things of name, whatsoever they
may be, that are not by me, or by my word


