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Settlements in America. 13

added a third, who were fome of the French

in the Lefler Antilles; who, finding how much
might be made by fupplying a fort of people

who expended largely, and were not very

exaft in their bargains, and perceiving that

no part of America afforded a better foil,

palled over to this ifland, and exercifed here

their bufinefs of planters and merchants.

Thefe three forts of people, mutually in want
of each other, lived in very good harmony.

The Spaniards diflodged them feveral times 5

but they ftill returned, and with new ftrengthi

fo that it was with difficulty, and after a long

difpute, that the Spaniards were able to re-

[tain one part of the ifland. . .

The court of France faw the progrefs of
thefe people filently. Whenever complaints

were made, they difavowed their proceedings

;

refolved not to break meafures with Spain for

the fake of an objeft, which they were not

fure they could hold, and the advantages of
which were yet doubtful; but when they
found the French in Hifpaniola numerous,
ftrong, and wealthy, they owned them as

fubjeds, fent them a governor and regular

forces to keep them fo, and to defend them
in what they had done : the old method of
piracy was flill connived at, whilft the trade

of Ikins incrcafcd, and the plantations extend-
ed. At laft the French obtained a legal

right by the ceffion, which the Spaniards

Hiade


