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THE preceding campaign had terminated very

difadvantageoufly to the Americans. The
maritime force of the New England provinces had

been almoft wholly dellroyed at Penobfcot ; and

they had fuiiei ed a great and mortifying defeat at Sa-

vannah. The mighty projc(^ls formed by D'Eflaing

had been fruftrated in the completeft manner. He
had been vanquilhed and compelled to retire with a

Ihattered fleet and a broken army. Unable to pro-

fecute any further operations, he \^:as now returned

to France, and the Colonies were again left to their

fole exertions, with little profpedt of receiving any

affillance from their French allies, in fufficient time

to obviate effedtually the attempts that might be
made, in confequence of the fuperiority now ob»

tained by the Britilh forces.

WhilQ the fate of D'Eftaing was in fufpenfe, the

apprehcniion that he could not fail of fuccefs

with fuch a fuperior ftrength, obliged the Britilh

commanders at New York to make all ncceflary

preparations for a vigorous defence. General Walh-
ington had colled:ed all the ftrength he could muf-
ter from the contiguous provinces, and was advanc-
ing towards that city, in order to be at hand to co-

operate in the attack concerted between him and
the French Admiral.

The neceffity of adding materially to the numbers
that would be requifitc to make head againft fo

formidable an enemy, occafioucd the garrifon of

Rhode


