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r(';i(;hin<^ any ])r.'ictical plan of settleniont, and suck

investigation bo^^'ins to look like the stock' iti trade of

political exploitation. To allow a foveig-n o()vei'imieiit,

llii'ouj-li one of its political a^'encies, at this tlm(> to

swoop dowji ui>on these lines with the, voraciousnesss of

raih'oatl bankruptcy and the liercenessof political neces-

sity, would iioL only b(i cohl ne,<i-lect, but absolute hos-

tility to American enter] u'ise which has wrought bene-

ficial ly and grajully '"or the development of our iiatioual

resources,

A few days ai^-o our transcontinental railroads were

forced to a compromise \vith this free lance of foreign

com])etition, upon the l)asis of differentials which alone

h;ive prevented a disastrous railroad wai-, during which

serious discriminations as between local and through

rates would have been unavoidable.

The great Ir^sson wliich ^ve as\i nation have yet to learn

is that oui' rail road system, while the acknowhnlged object

of juitional i)ride, hs a vitally important brand) of tlio busi-

ness interests of the country, vital to the prosi)erily of

<.'onmierce and industry, vital to the distril)Ution ajid

circulation, and the well-lxang of labor, vhal to th<> safe

cm}>1oynie]it of quick capital, and vital to the general

])t%)sperity of the country. It is tlie obvious duty of the

National CTOvernment to see to it that the natui-al course

of the development of these interests is not distui'bed {)y

foreign interference.

Tliat the Canadian railroads do by their unreguhited

condition present an obstacle to the natural adjustment

of rates aiul to the avoidance of those discriminations

which have been the cause y>l so much comi)laLnt in this

country, is a fact cleai'ly recogiuzed by the Interstate

ConnnerceConnnission in declaring that American lines


