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took courage, and the enemy was after that as still as •»

stone, until they were gone over. Christian, therefore,
presently found ground to stand upon, and so it followed
that the rest of the river was but shallow. Thus they
got over.
Now, upon the bank of the river, on the other side,

they saw the two shining men again, who there waited
for them. Wherefore, being come out of the river, they
saluted them, saying, We are ministering spirits, sent
forth to minister to those that shall be the heirs of salva-
tion. Thus they went along towards the gate.
Now you must note, that the city stood upon a mighty

hill ; but the pilgrims went up that hill with ease, be-
cause they had these two men lead them up by the
arms : they had likewise left their mortal garments be-
hind them in the river ; for though ihey went in with
them, they came out without them. They therefore
went ui> here with much agility and speed, though the
foundation upon which the city was framed was higher
than the clouds; they therefore went up throug^^ the
region of the air, sweetly talking as they went, being
comforted because they safely got over the river, and
had such glorious companions to attend them.

< The talk that they had with the shining ones was
about the glory of the place ; who told them that the
beauty and glory of it was inexpressible. There, said
they, is *' Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, the innu-
merable company of angels, and the spirits of just men
made perfect." You are going now, said they, to the
paradise of God, wherein you shall see the tree of life,

and eat of the never-fading fruits thereof; and when
you come there you shall have white robes given you,
and your walk and talk shall be every day with the
King, even all the days of eternity. There you shall not
see a^rain such things as you saw when you were in the
lower region upon earth: to wit, sorrow, sickness afflic-

tion, and death :
" For the former things are passed

away." You are going now to Abraham, to Isaac, and
Jacob, and to the prophets, men that God hath taken
away from the evil to come, and that are now ** resting
upon their beds, each one walking in his righteousness.'*
The men then asked. What must we do in the holy
k>lace? ' To whom it was answered. You must there re-
^ve the comfort of all your toil, and have Joy for all
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