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8 HON. THOMAS D*ARCY McOEE.

'

was it, wo believe, denied that the audacious youth, though con-

temptuously styled " Greenhorn," and " Paddy-boy," very fairly

held Ids own wltli men who never wore " green" and who had long

ceased to be " boys." It may be observed in passuig that the

" Know-nothing" party, which has smce then acquired consistency

and influence, was, in its incipient shape, discernible at that day

under the name of the Anti-foreign jmrty, a party which Mr.

McOce could not do do otherwise than criticise with severity and

oppose with vehemence.

At the j>eriod wo refer to, the '* Lyceum System" as it has been

termed, spread itself over the New England States. Peopi<> desired

to receive knowledge distilled through the brains of their neigh-

hoi's. Lectiirei's were at a premium ; and youth forestalled time by

discoursing of wisdom, irrespective of experience. Thus it was

that Mr. McGee, witli a boy's down on his chin, and with whiskers

in embryo, itinerated among our neighbors, and gave them the

advantage of listening to a youthful lecturer, discoui-smg, we must

be j>erraitted to think, on aged subjects. What those subjects may

have been we cannot conj'^'ture ; but we have little doubt that the

reminiscences of Mr. McGee's lecturuig life in those dwys are full

of amusing as well as of instructive incident ; for the period is, we

think, coeval with a transition phase aot only of the Irish, but of

tlie American, mind.

Mixing, as ho neccssai'ily must have done, with all sorts and con-

ditions of men, it was impossible that Mr. McGee should not have

formed many acquaintances more or less valuable, and some friend-

sliips, it ma} be, beyond price. Among the latter it is his practice

to make grateful mention of Mr. Grattan, then Her Majesty's

C<msul at Boston. Besides a name historically eloquent wliich he

inherited, that gentlemen, it is said, i>ossessed great intellectual

acquirements as well as personal gifts. In the latter were in-

cluded a kindly disposition and a cordial manner. It was therefore

natural enough that he should have taken a Avarm interest in liis en-

thusiastic countryman, and that from the treasury of his own expe-

rience he should have given the young writer and lecturer many
valuable hints on the style and structure of literary work. Thus it

chanced that the wise counsellor and the land friend meeting in

the same person, exerted no inconsiderable influence on the young
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