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The vegetation of the flax plant resembles in this respect the growth of the

sugar cane, from the culture of which we extract a material consisting entirely

of atmoBpherio constituents. The inorganic substances taken up by the plant

are only instruments used in its production, which should be as carjfully pre-

served as tools in a manufactory, and will then do further duty in promoting
the elaboration of future crops."

Messrs. Mayer and Brazier then directed their attention to the soils upon
which the different specimens of flax had been grown, samples, of which
through the kindness of Mr. Marshall, had likewise been forwarded to Dr.

Hoffman. These soils all gave a brownish colour to boiling water, owing to a

portion of the organic matter being soluble in that menstruum.

From their various analyses, Messrs. Mayer and Brazier obtain, by calcula-

tion, the following amounts of constituents of 100 parts in the soil :
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Eatland.

Potash
Soda
Lime
Magnesia ..,...„
Alumina
Sesquioxide of Iron
Manganese
Chloride of Sodium
Sulphuric Acid
Phosphoric Acid
Organic matter
Insoluble residue, after deducting )

organic matter )

Lievland.


