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fennre was precarious.—They were not the'

rights of inheritance^ nor the acquirements of
purchafe ; but we rather confider them as en-

joyed vinder the title of conqueft. The right-^

,

ful heir had, as hiftorians relate, been difap-

pointed by the teftameiit of the late Count
Loftonzo Hume-Eli, over whofe imbecility

Henrico fo far triumphed, as to compel to a fur-

render of his maternal demefnes into the hands

even of Henrico himfelf. But ftill, tho' the

enjoyment of thofe pofl'efHons was delightful,

the duration of that enjoyment appeared to

the fears of Henrico as capable of doubt.

The free-will gifts of captivity, and the dif^

pofing powers of mental incapacity, were mat-
ters at which the laws might cavil. }.

This apprehenfion in the mind of Henrico*

was to be a new key to his converfion ; for

the management of which, an inftrument

entirely proportioned to the purpofe had been

fele6led. *

There was at that time in Barataria a nian

named Philip'^ who was by birth a Moor,
by profe/iion an advocate. He was become
the firft companion and counlellor of Saricho;

into the dark repofitory of whole bofbm did

he pour the fallies of his jocLiiarity, and the

lecrets of his adminiftratiou. Don Philip

was likewife General Attorney of the States,'

and Judge of the Teftamentary Court. '^^^

Whether we confider the qualities he had,'

or thole he had not, we find him alike ac-'

complifhed for the prefent undertaking. Hq"^

was


