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10 A Thanksgiving Sermon

verfal Aof.NT has confined himfdf from doing as much
upon iUl Occafions, by his immediate tho' ficret Influence?

Or even infinitely more than this : As in raifing, turning,

allay in.- Winds and Seas, and numberlefs other Operations,

where other Powers interior to his are inrufiicient to com-
pafs his Dcfigns.

So, in Scripture, the vaft Varieties of Winds and Seas,

of Clouds and Vapours, Snow, Fire and Rain, Cold and

Heat, and other material SuWtances, are reprefented as

continually diredled by him, to fulfil his Plcafure. See

yobxxxVi, xxxvii, xxxViii. F/almlxv, cxlvii, cxlviii, ^r.

Nor may this be accounted properly miraculous — For it

would be itrange indeed that the huge Leviathan fliould by

a Power derived from Him, throw up a Cloud of Water
into the Air ; or even the moft minute Animalculum, by

the Pad of a Fin, in a Moment raife up Millions of wa-
tery Particles againft the Laws of Gravity, without a Mira-

cle: And yet for the greatGod to raiie up a fingle Atom by

his immediate Power, fiioidd be cftcemed a Miracle. And
as long as thefe ate the ufual, tho' the immediate Opera-

tions of God ; they arc no more miraculous, than his imme-

diate ImprcfTion of Gravity on material Subftances, or on
any primary Subitance whereby the Impreilion may be made
on others.

2. In his Operation on Subftances purely Spiritual— He
not only by his continual Influence preferves them in their

difiinguifhing Exiftcnce, Nature or eiiential Properties of

Life, and Powers of Perceiving, Thinking, voluntary Mo^
tion, &c. He has been plcas'd to give them ; but to this In-

fluence he alfo feems to add his further ujual Operations

in iliele three Ways.

(i) 'Q'j producing and continuing fccret, inward Bents ©r

DifpQJitions in them ; as the holy Bents of holy Angels, and
holy Souls departed, 13 c,

(2) By raifing and continuing Lleas in their Imagina-

tions, Memories, and Uaderftandings ; as alfo impreifing

them with various Perceptionj of Delight or Trouble

:

Whereby he chiefly feems to rule thf moral World. So

he continually gives the Millions of holy Angels his Direc-

tions : And they are conftantly attending to him, and in

every Part of the Univerfe accomplifhing his Orders. And
fo he makes the holy Angels happy with Perceptions of

pure
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