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I know what you are ready to anfwcr me,

the Letters which you honour'd me with, af-

ter the Death of the Duke of Burgundyy have

prepolfefs'd me fufficiently ; I know you'll

fay, that the Death of the Emperor Jofephy

has very much chang'd the Face of Affairs in

Europe^ and principally in Relation to the

Point of Balance. That all thofe vaft Domi-
nions of the Houib o{ Auftriat finding them-
felves re-united with the Imperial Grown, in

the Perfon of one Prince, will form in him
a mpc^h greater Power than when they were
divided into two Monarchies. And that this

Change happening in the Things themfelves,

the fame ought neceflarily to follow in the

Meafurcs. You'll add, that there's na Fear,

that the Intereft of France and Spain will be

united ; that the moil Chriftian King is now
in the 74th Yeai of his Age, and probably

can't live long. That in all Appearance the

Crown will defcend to a Minor ; and the then

governing Regents (not having the fame Au-
thority, nor Forces, nor the lame Revenues
which the prefent King has) will have no fur-

ther Views than to preferve the Kingdom en-

tire, and won't think it advifeablc to trouble

the Repofe of Europe. That the Duke of
A^ljouy on his Side, will purfue a Plan of Po-
liticks different from what has been already

follow'd'j and will find himielf neceffitated to

keep in with the Maritime Powers. That
he'll court their Friendfhip ; and to obtain it,

w^^!3l will


