
EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.
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tvlieu I approached, the wolves cowered and looked cross, and the

cats ran away and hid themselves in dark corners. They had
not been accustomed to the face of a white man, and all the

quadrupeds seemed to reg-ard me as some monstrous production,

more to be feared than loved or courted. This dislike, however,
did not appear to extend to the bipeds, for many of every age
and sex gathered around me, and seemed to be examining- me
critically in all .Ilrections. The men looked complacently at me,
the women, the dear creatures, smiled upon me, and the little

naked pot-bellied children crawled around my feet, examinini^

the fashion of my hard shoes, and playing" with the long- fring-es

of my leathern inexpressibles. But I scarcely know how to com-
mence a description of the camp, or to frame a sentence which
will g'ive an adequate idea of the extreme lilth and horrilic uasti-

ness of the whole vicinity.

Immediately as I entered the villog-e, my olfactories were
assailed by the most A'ile and mephitic odours, which I found to

proceed chiefly fi'om g-reat piles of salmon enti'ails and g-arbag-e,

which were lying- festering- and rotting- in the sun around the
very doors of the habitations. Fish, recent and half-dried, were
scattered all over the g-round under the feet of the dog-s, wolves,

and children ; and others which had been split, were hang-ing*

on rude platforms erected within the precincts of the camp.
Some of the women were making' their bri^akfast of the g-reat

using- a wooden spoonred salmon egg-s as large as peas, and
to convey them to their mouths. Occasionally, also, by way of
varying- the repast, they would take a huge pinch of a drying
iish which was lying on the ground near them. Many of the
children were similarly employed, and the little imps would also

have hard contests with the dogs for a favourite morsel, the for-

mer roaring and blubbering, the latter yelping and snarling, and
both rolling over and over together upon the savoury soil. The
whole economy of the lod^-es, and the inside and outside appear-
ance, was of a piece witn everything else about them—hlthy
beyond description ; the very skins which covered the v/igwams
were black and stiff with rancid salmon fat, and the di-esses (if

dresses they may be called) of the women were of the same
colour and consistence from t e same cause. These di-esses are
little square pieces of deer-skin, fastened with a thong around the
loins, and reaching about half way to the knees : the rest of the
person is entirely naked. Some of the women had little children
clinging like bullfrogs to their backs, without being fastened,

and in that situation extracting their lactiferous sustenance from
the breast, which was thrown over the shoulders. It is almost
needless to sny that I did not remain long in the Snake camp

;

for although I had been a considerable time estranged from the
abodes of luxury, and had become somewhat accustomed to at

least a partial assimilation to a state of nature, yet I was not pre-
pared for what I saw here. I never had fancied anything so
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