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by above three hundred perfons (fe-

veral of whom wefc men of pro-

perty) and obliged to Qf^gage not to

aft in his office.

At Providence, a Gazette Extra-

ordinary was publifhcd, on the 24th

of Augufl:, with vox populi, vox
DEI, in large letters, for the fronr

tifpiece ; and underneath. Where

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Li-

berty. St. PauJ.—It congratulated

them on the fpirlt of oppofition that

had alreadybeen ihewn In divers parts

of North America; and went on in

thefe words : " We have glorious ac-

counts from all parts, of the noble

fpiritof the people in the caufe of li-

berty," and concluded an addrefs to

the people of New England, thus

:

" Let mp draw towards a conclufion,

by obferving the univerfal fpirit

which now prevails thro' the colonies,

to take all lawful meafures to prcr

vent the execution of the (lamp aft

here. This laudable zeal hath burfl

into ajlame in Bollon, and the ex.-

frtions of the people in that ancient

town, who have heretcffore been

pbliged to ftruggle fcir their liberties,

when infamoufly attacked, as their

their Wftory fliews, plainly indicate

that the fpirit of their fathers reft

upon them, and that they preferve

}n their breads the noble fehfations

offreedom."
The flame now ran from province

to province, and the fpirit of oppo-

fition was almoft univerfal ; Mr. In-

gerfoU, ftamp officer of Connefticut,

had font to Wyndham to a perfon

whom he had appointed to be his

deputy, to come to him at New Ha-
ven, to receive his commiffion ; but

the inhabitants at Wyndham, having

knowledge of the letter he had rcr

ceived, uirrounded his houfe, de^

ihanded the letter from him, and

warned him not to accept the office,

which fo terrified him, that the very

fame poft he fent back an abfolute

refufal of taking the charge upon
him.

The fame fate awaited his princi-

pal at New Haven, whofe refigna-.

tion of the place of (lamp officer was
printed in the Bofton Poft Boy of
Aug. 24, in the following words

:

To thegeo4People o/"Coi* NECTipuT,
" When I undertook the office of

diftributpr of ftamps for this colony,

I meant a lervice to you, and really

thought ycq would have viewed it

in that light, when you came to un-r

derftand the nature of the ftamp aft,

and that of the office ; but fince it

gives you fo much uneafinefs, you
may be affured, if I find (after the

aft takes place, which is the firft of
November) that you (hall not incline

to purchafe or make ufe of any
ftampt paper, I (hall not force it

upon you, nor think it worth my
whije to trouble you or myfelf with
any exercifeof my office j but if by
that time I ftiall find you generally

in much need of the ftampt paper,

and very anxious to obtain it, I (hall

hope you will be willing to receive

it of me (if I ftiall happen to have

any) at leaft until another perfon

more agreeable to you can be ap-

pointed in my room.
** I cannot but wifh you would

think more how to get rid of the

j^amp aSi, than of the officers who
are to fupply you with paper, and
that you had learnt more of the na-

ture of my office before you had uut

dertaken to be fo very angry at it."

Aug. 1765. •'

This refignation was much ap-

plauded, but fiems rather to have

been the eftt^'l of fear, ^han a hearty

defire of complying with the temper

of the times ; for, when the people

aflembled round his houfe, and de-

manded, whether he intended to aft

in that office, or re(ign, he an-

... _ fwered.
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